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Legislative Hasembly,
Wednesdny, 22th QOctober, 1813.

PacE

estion : Assisted farmers, sale of crops 1991
ill : Perih Mumcipal Gnsand Electrlc lghtmg

Act Amendment, 1z 1691

Papers presented 1991
Annnal Estimates, Votes and Iterus disenssed ..

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
p-a., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ASSISTED FARMERS,
SALE OF CROPS.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Have the Industries Assistance
Board notified all assiste¢d farmers that
if they wish Lo make their own arrange-
ments for the sale of their erops, they
anust do so before the 31st Deecember
next! 2, Was the board, when fixing this
date, aware of the advice of the 1ederal
Altorney General to farmers, urging
them not to make contracts for lhe sale
of their wheat for the present? 3, As the
erops will not he harvested by 31st Dee-
ember, and in view of the present uneer-
lainty regarding freights and the priee of
wheat, will the Crovermment instruct the
board to extend the said date 1o 1st
Mareh, 10167 4, 1 not, why not ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Assisled
farmers were advised on the 4th instant
thai they would have a free hand to sell
ad 0 time and prive vonsidered suitable to
them on or hefore the 31st December.
1915. 2, No. The advice of the Federal
Attorney (ieneral was not given until the
15t instanl. 3, No; as many erops are
now heing harvested and freiglus will he
declared on the 20th instant. 4. i is es-
sential that the board should he in a posi-
tion to handle as much as possible of the
proceeds of crops hefore the 1st Febru-
arv to mecl guarantees for eorn sacks,
oil, 1wine, machinery, and wagzons given
on hehalt of assisted farmers.

BILL—PERTIL  MUNICIH'AL  GAS
AND BELECTRIC LIGHTING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduesd by Hon, T,
read a first {hine,

f71}

D, Connally and

19M

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By Hon. R. H. Underwood (Hoaorary
Minister) : State Ferries—Balance Sheet
and Aunditor General’s Report for year
ended 30th June, 1915,

By the Premier: State Trading Con-
cerns Accounts—Audit for the year
ended 30tk June, 1915.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1913-i¢6.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr.
MeDowall in the Chair.

Business mndertakings and Slate trad-
il concerns,

Vote—.atbany old  Stores, £763—
agreed to.
Vote—.1borigines’ Cattle  Station,

Moola Beola, £4,650:

Hen, J, D, CONNOLLY : This station
was nut purchased as a trading coneern
in the first inslance, bul lor the better-
ment .of the aborigines. The blea was
suggesteld by the late Chiet Protector of
Aborigines, Mr. Gale, with a view to pro-
viding a meat supply for the natives, to
ferming a general camping ground for
them. and also to minimise the destrue-
tion by the natives of privately ownerd
cattle, | am ~orey o sec that the Gov-
ernment are not working it exclusively in
the interests of the natives to-day. 0Of
conrse 3L wonld be an extravagant policy
not to sell any sarplus eatile, hut hevond
that the (rading aspeet of the concern
should not be pursued. When the Cov-
ernment establishied State hatclheries, one
of their lirgl shipments of cattle was from
this station. lLike wmany olher things the
Government have slarted, the State but-
cheries have not been suceesstul.

The Minister for Works: They have
been,

Hon. J. 1. CONXNOLLY : 1f they ave
sticeessful now, at all events the GGovern-
ment gave them a bad start by bringiny
down the firet shipment of enttle from
this station, hecaunse the catile on the sta-
tion were tar [rom being of prine class,
J wonll like some information .as lo the
working of the station during last’ year
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and as 1o the poliey of the Government
for the tuture,

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minster) : The policy of the Govern-
ment is to make the station successful if
possible.  The hon. member is not correct
in saying that we have fost sight of tlie
object of the esiablishment of this sfa-
tion, which was the feeding of the abori-
gines.  That is primarily the object of
the station to-day, But we breed a sor-
pluz of =tock over and above that re-
guired Tor the nborigines, and we would
be lacking in husiness acumen it we did
pot scll tbat surplus. The hon. member
suggested that we were sending down
catile which eould not be spared from the
station, [ think (he manager of the sta-
tion is the best judge of that, The wmana-
ger is reasonably capable and, if he re-
commiended us to send away 500 or 1,000
fai bullocks, T should endorse his recom-
mendation uliless there was posilive in-
formation to the contrary. On the 3lst
May there were on the station 11,307
head of cattle valued at 30s, per head,
2,165 calves valued at £l per head, in
addition to 343 horses valued at £7, and
51 foals valued at £2 10s. per head, ex-
clusive of stud slock valued at £683,
Therefore, we are able to send away a
few cattle without depleting the station.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: What s
vearly increase?

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hono-
rary Minisler): The halance sheel on
the fable gives full particulars, Nat
only do we feed the natives at Moola
Bulla, whieh is south of Hall's {reek,
but we have opened another depdt aboui
balf-way between Hall's Creek and
Wyndham. The station is really (oo far
out from the coust. Tl is on the edge,
whereas it should have heen in the centre
of settlement, and to overcome this diffi-
culty we have opened a depdt tor the
killing of cattie fuor the natives at Violet
Valiey. The main object for which the
slation was established 18 being observed.
1t has prevented cattle killing in the Kim-
berley country to a very considerable ex-
tent, and in my opinion it should not be
tsated #s a trading concern hecause it is

the
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really an adjunct of the Aborigines de-
partment.

Mr., TAYLOR: If we bad au idea of
the number of natives being supplied, it
should be casy to ascertain whether the
sale of cattle is leaving the palives in any
need of meat. | think it would not be
possible for the number of aborigives in
that locality to consume the stock which
can e produaced on the station,

Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY: I am
pleased to have ihe assurance of the Min-
ister that the object for which the station
was established is not being lost sight of.
The object in locating the station some
distanee from the coast was to breed
cattle and distribute them in other cen-
tres, Regarding the question of surplus
stoek, the manager would najurally wish
to sell as many head as possible to make
the station a good proposition, '

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): I do not look at it from a
comumercial point of view.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Though the
manager is an exeellent man of long ex-
perience, be iz not Protector of Abori-
gines, and does not kunow the require-
ments of the natives and the cattle neces-
sary to keep the depois supplied. The
Minister should extend these depits to all
parls of the Kimberleys and stock them
from Moola Bulla. T know of no better
way to prevent cattle spearing by natives.

Vote put and passed.

Votes — (overument  Refrigerating
Works, £3317; Kalgoorlie Abatioirs,
£2,261—agteed to.

Vote — Meut
£33,224:

V1. GEORGL: The sales of the Perth,
Fremantle and Subiaco retail shops have
totalled £26,432 6s. 10d. and the balance
sheet shows a profit of only £179 10s. 1d.
This is a very modesl profil, so modest
that one is inclined to question whether
the audit has been made on commercial
lines. T am not guestioning the acenraey
of the apdit, but matters of this kind re-
quire fo be viewed from a commercial
standpoint rather than from the stand-
point of striet acconntancy. These shops
liave been running singe 1912, TIn the

Stall  Supplies, ete,
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tirét year they showed a profit of
£828 3s. 8d., in the second year the profit
dwindled to £16 10s. 3d. and for last year
it was £179 10s. 1¢. The wholesale ap-
erations which are interwoven with the
retail show a loss of £194 17s. Id., which
obliterates Ihe profit on the whole busi-
ness There is a note in the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report as follows:—

The travsfers of stoek to the relail
shops, known as meat stalls, from Yan-
danooka State farm, and the wholesale
operations, were not so great this year
as last, the figures being:—Transferred
from Yandanooka, £4,773 14s.; from
wholesale operations, £2,302 17s. 10d.;
total, £7,076 11s, 10d. out of total pur-
chases amounting to £21,196 1ls. 3d.
The price charged to meat stalls in con-
nection with these transfers is stated to
be that verbally fixed by the officer who
is manager of the three concerns,
namely, Yandanooka, the wholesale op-
erations and meat stalls. 1 have no-
thing before me to show if the basis
was market price or otherwise; in any
case I consider there should be written
evidenee in connection with these prices
in the hands of the accountant for
production to the audit, and that the
market price shonld be the basis.

That statement will not he dispuled. T
am not doubting the integrity of (he gen-
tleman concerned, bat it is not a proper
basis on which to found a balance sheet.
If these concerns are to be carried on
they should he carried on under the con-
ditions Jaid down by the Crovernment, and
should be dealt with as eommereial eon-
cerns. The Government entered info com-
petition with ecitizens of this Stale and
with money contributed by the whole of
the people of the State, and these nnder-
takings should be put on a thoroughly
commercial basis. We have from the
Auditor General clear proof that they are
not put on the same footing——

The Minister for Works:
proof.

That s not

Mr. GEORGE: It is a statement by a
disinterested gentleman whe could have
no motive other than io—-
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Houorary
Minister) : To find fault to show his au-
thority.

Mr. GEORGE: 1f fault had been
found with the Honorary Minister in his
enrly days, he would be an entively dif-
ferent produet to-day. The Auditor
General says that lie has nothing hefore
him to show if the basis was the market
price or otherwise. How are we 1o judge
as to what weight we can put upon ihese
balance sheets, unless we know that they
bhave been framed under the ordinary
commercial usage. 'The question of the
price of stock at Yandanooka has as much
to do with the balance sheet of the estate
as the fixing of the price of wheat and
flour has to do with ecommercial interesis.
If we have not the hasis of prices fixed
upon the current markel rates, we have
nothing to guide us as o whether this
statement of profit and loss is zafliciently
comprehensive or notf.

The Minister for Works: The Auditor
General does not audit the accounts him-
self.

Mr. GEORGE: The Auditor (ieneral
would not state something in his report
unless he had obtained all (he facts pos-
sible. We find in conneetion with this
matter that the wholesale operations dis-
close a loss of £194, wlieh is not at all
satisfactury. The sales of live stock
amouni fo £2172 and {he transfer to
meat stalls £2,302, or a total of £4.475.
On the debit side of the balance sheet we
find (hat the pnrehase of stoek amounted
to practically as much as is stated here.
We also find that insnranee, shipping
freights and other charges amount io
something like £700. 1t seems extraor-
Jdinary that in dealing with £4.000 worth
of stock these ordinary eharges should
amount to such a large perceniage, [If
the balance =sheets of any private eongerns
in the State were produced, we zhould
find on these items alone that there was
a great  divercence from this balance
sheet. On the bhalance sheet of the Siate
meat stalls we find ihere i= nothine fo
show the total operations of thiz particn-
lar business. The matter should he eare.
fully ronsidered hy these rosponsible with
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a view i0 ascerlaining whether we are
getting from these various neat stalls
all that we should get. 1t seems alinost
incredible that on a turnover of £26,000
a year, ouly a barve margin of £179 should
be left to meet contingencies,

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The people must
have heen gelting the benefit,

Mr. GEORGE: 1 do not know thai
they have been getting the benefit. This
coneern only reaches a certain elass of
the raiepayers in the State, whereas the
wlhole ol the ratepayers of the State are
congerned as to whether there is a profii
or loss in it,

The Minister for Works: You
Jjust stated that there is a profit.

Mr, GEQRGE: If this meatl is sold at
cost price, those who buy it would be
getling an advantage over those who deal
with olher people. This money, however,
really belougs to all the ratepayers of the
Stale and we, in this House, as collee-
fively representing the taxpayers of the
State, have a right to question whether
a margiu of £179 is safficient provision to
make against loss. During the first year
of the operations on the meat stalls there
was a profit of something like £800. In
the following year the profit sank down
to £16. This gives one the idea that if
the balance sheet for the first year had
heen andited on commercial lines, prob-
ably the profit of £800 odd would not have
been dizclosed. If the Government say
that they are so reducing their prices,
that they do not desire to make any
profit, hul to convey the meat to the
people at the lowest possible price, that
would he all right. But if that is done
we must earry it into the realin of other
State undertakings, through the railwayvs,
State steamships and so on, and it should
be laid down that whatever services are
rendered should he rendered at the actual
cost to the people. The House is
entitled to more infermation than has
so far been afforded.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Murray-Wellington read a
report of the Auditor General, which 1
have reccived. T have, however, before

have

me a statement showing {hat market rates’

have been paid for stock in eonnection
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with the Yandanooka estate. .I: do .uot
really believe that the hon. member thinks.
that the manager, Mr, Steere, would send
caflte from Yandanooka to the meat
stalls for the express purpose of making
the meat stalls pay. If the Aunditor Gen-
cral had not this information before him,
lie should have mnde inquiries for it and
obtained if, Fvery person realises to-day
that the establishment of the Government
meat stalls in the metropolitan area has
very materially affeclted the price of meat
in that porfion of the State, A large
saving has heen effected to the people
through the ageney of this particular
trading eoncern.
Hon. Frank Wilson: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have only to look at the reports of the
Commonwealth Statistician (Mr. Knibbs),
from whieh we find that the price of meat
in Western Australia has gone down con-
siderably, and that those people who are-
not actvally boying meat from the Gov-
ernment stalls are able to get their meat
at a lower price from ordinary business
sources, becaunse of the existence of the
Government stalls, than they would
otherwise have been able to do.

Mr. George: I have not experienced
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
know that immediately the meat stalls
were cstablished the priee of meat dropped
from %%d. to 1d. per Ib. in my own dis-
trict. These meat stalls have proved sue-
cessful in attaining the object for which
they were started, namely, that of redune-
ing the price of meat in Western Auns-
tralia.

Hon. FRANIX WILSON: 1 cannot
agree with the Minisier when he says
that his two or three paltry meat stalls
in Perth have affecied the price of meat
generally.

Mr. Green: That is what has bappened.
"Hon, FRANK WILSON: It has not
happened. Butchers who were carrying
on their trade before the establishment
of the Government stalls are still doing
so; uot one of these bas been shut up
because of this Government institution,
Fnrthermore, these buichers are able to
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wake a livine whereas the Government
cannot do go.

The Minister tur Works: Yes, we are.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: The Govern-
nment bave failed in this undertaking, not-
withstanding the fact that they have been
able to draw upon the Yandanooka estate
and the aborigines estale in the North-
West. The Government are first-hand
producers: they grow their cattle, bring
them down on (overnment steamers ai,
aceoriding to the Premier. reduced rates,
and they arve ai=n able tu pasture their
stock at Yandanooka,

The Premier: OQur Norih-West coast
is the only coast i1 the world where the
rates have not heen raised since the oul-
break of war.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Govern-
ment have had the advantage of transfers
from Yandanooka. to the value of £4,773,
of transfers from their wholesale opera-
tions, and yel the total profit on the turn-
over of nearly £30,000 is £15. These un-
dertakings, if established at all, should
be run on exactly the same lines as pri-
vate undertakings, The meat stalls were
started on a wrong basis, have been woe-
fully mismanaved, and have not affeeted
vetail prices one iota except te 200 or
300 people liviny in the immediate vieinity
of the stalls; and those people could get
exactly the same advantages from private
butehers hy paving eash, A handsome
profit, a profit of at least £3,000 a year,
ought to be shown on the transactions of
these meat stalls=. But, even snpposing
the profit were there. are the Govern-
ment justified iv running meat stalls for
the benefit of one small section of the
community? The Government must gov-
ern in the interests of the whole of the
people. Other populous ecentres are en-
titled to the same facilities in this respeet
as are Perth amidl Fremantle, if the meat
stalls represent a national policy involv-
ing such advaniages (o the people Zener-
allv. If that is so, why should not the
people of Busselton and Bunbury and
[Xalgoorlie receive the same henefits as the
people of the metropelitan distriets?
However, it is absurd to contend {hat
national henefit resnlts from these few
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meat, stalls. [ do not think the Govern-
ment honestly believe that the benpefit is
as they siate. The Aunditor General points
out that interest on money advanced hy
the 'Treasury for the purposes of these
meat stalls has not heen charged. The
Treasury is finaneing the undertaking.
According to the Auditor General, no in-
terest has been charged on the money ad-
vanced by the Treasury in excess of the
receipts, So that, on the figures, if in-
terest were charwed, the undertaking
would show a loss.

The Premier: The ineat stalls have
never owed us a pounil,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But the
weat stalls have had the advantage of
the wholesale prices, and the wholesale
purchase branch and the stalls must be
taken together. It is absurd to say thai
meat supplies to the people are cheaper
by reason of the establishment of these
Government meat stalls, Of recent years
prices have risen by from 20 lo 40 per
cent. That applies also to the Eastern
States. In Queensland the herds have
been half depleted.  Enormous numbers
of cattle have been lost there.

The Premier: Hundreds of thousands

of tons of meat were exported from
Queensland last vear,
Hon, FRANK WILSON: That is

vight, but Queensland has immense herds
—unot merely half a million head of cat-
tle, as we have. Moreover, Queensland
has immense freezing works, and natur-
ally that State exported enormoeuns quan-
tities of meat on account of the war.
Meat has never heen dearer here than
it is now,

The Minisier for \Works:
vou pay for your meat?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: ] am pay-
ing from 9d. to 1s. 2d. per pound.

What do

The Minister {or Works: You are
being taken in, then.
Hon. FRANXK WILSON: | for one

shall be glad to sea a stop put to this
in=ane altempt on the part of lhe Gov-
ernment fo cheapen food supplies by en-
tering info competition with our own
people, Ag regards the profits from the-
meat stalls. T observe the Auditor Gen-
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eral makes reference to an amount of
£53 odd representing fat which was re-
tained by the Government abattoirs, al-
though it wonld be returned by private
abattoirs. The item is slill in dispute
between the managers eoncerned. In ii-
self, this would wipe out the profits
shown. On a turoover of £30,000¢ the
Clovernmenl cannot even balance the led-
ger. I counsider the Covernment would
do well to shut up their meat stalls and
stop the practice of going into the mar-
ket 1o purcliase eattle, as they have been
doing in recent vears, and thus raising
the price against the retail butehers. In-
deed, T am told by ihose who aftend
the stock sales that the action of the
Government has enormously enhanced
the price of catile, and that the Govern-
nment buyer on many ceeasions has been
run up by private buyers to prices which
could not possibly be recouped. 1 see
the revenue for the first three months
of the current vear was £9,000, but there
are no figures as to expenditure; so that
we cannot gauge the position. In the
case of trading coneerns of a similar
nature, however, the revenue for the
same period is exceeded by the expendi-
tare to the extent of about £53,000. We
want some explanation of thatl position.
When Parliament is supposed to watch
over every pound, Ministers ought to
meet 1mewmbers in endeavouring to stop
any leakage, even if it is a leakage oc-
curring in these favourite State enter-
prises.

Hon. J. MITCHELY.:  Last year
this {fevernment undertaking purchased
£65,000r worth of stoek and sold £30,000
worth  of meat through the stalls,
T see no ifem  which aceounis Ffor
the diiference. The fruth &, T
suppoese, thai  the Government have a
lnrze #loek ol cattle and sheep on hand.
The action of the Government in buying
in  eompetition with other wholesale
{lealers has inereased the price of meat.
Two private stalls whiech were estab-
lished in the Perth markets years hefore
the Giovermment opened their stalls. and
whieh were selling cheaper than the
{iovernment sold, have, I understand,
put up their prices to those charged by
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the Government. I nnderstand, further,
that the keepers of those private stalls
had their rents inereased because the
Government did not desire that cheap
meat should be sold in competition with
them. 1 often have a look round the
stalls, and T have never seen any first
clags meat in the Goverument stalls. For
the most part, the Government meat is
inferior. The number of people buying
at the Governmenf stalls must be very
limited, and apparently the stalls make
a considerable loss. We have heen ship-
ping stock to the Eastern States where,
acgording to the Premier, prices have
gone down. Of conrse prices have gone
down in the East, beecause the people
there are eating our beef and mutton.
It is  just a general question as to
whether it is worth while investing a
large sum of money in a business such
as bhis. .

The Mimister for Works: There is ne
money invested in if.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : But there is
when the Government buy stock and
Fatten it and held up the Yandanooka
estale for that purpose. I objeet to the
fands of the country heing sunk in ven-
tures of this sort.

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: 1f would be a
kindness to the Covernment to reduce
this veote by one half. 1 feel certain
thal the couniry objects to a Government
undertaking sneh as this, the
majority of the people do nol conzider
that it is one of the funetions of the
Government to embark on irading con-
cerns of this kind, and such as the others
whieh we find included in the Estimales.
Being opposed to the principle, T have
given this question verv econsiderable
thought, and I have eome to the conelu-
sion thai, instead of reduncing the price
of meat, the policy of the Government
has had the effect of making meat higher
in price {o-day than it has ever been,

and

Mr. Green: What is the price of sirluin
to-day? 7d.

Hon. H, B. LEFROY: I have looked
al the meat sfalls and I have always
noticed that the State butehers’ shops sell
meat which is inferior to that which may
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be purchased at other establishments.
That is the reason, ! suppose, why it is
sold at a lower price. The priicipie is
had, and we are doing an injustice to the
reople of Western Australia by provid-
ing what the Government call conveni-
ences, merely for a few people in the
melropolitan area.

Mr. Green: Well, move for an increase
su ax to extend the operations.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I am ecertain
that these undertakings are not going 1o
be exiended throughoul the Siate because
the people will not permit that (o be
done.  OQuiside the question of meal
stalls, I feel also that the whole principle
of the Government entering upon under-
tukings =uch as this one is against the
best interests of the Stale. These are
matlers that should be left to the in-
dividual. At the present time the price
of mutton and of lamh is higher than I
have ever known it to be at this time of
the year. T was at Midland Junction
to-day and sheep and lambs brought ex-
traordinary priees, and if the retail priee
of meat does not go up, all I ean say is
that T am afraid a good many of the
butchers in the State will find themselves
in Queer-sireet before long, because it
will bhe impossible for them to pay the
ruling prices without inereasing the retail
price accordingly. T think the opinion
of the House should be taken on this
question and it would be well if hon.
members showed what theirr views were
on the matter. Tt would be a kindness to
the Government if these services were
shut up. They musi be cansing a great
deal of anxicty to the Governmeni. So
far as the meat stalls are concerned, if
my amendment is ecarried, the Govern-
ment will have an opportunity of begin-
ning the next ecalendar year without
them. T move an amendmeni—

That the rote be reduced by £16,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member has put np a splendid argu-
ment in favour of the Government step-
ping in at once and stopping the export
of meat from this State. We did it with
wheat.
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Mr. George: And what a mess you
wade of it,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
realise that the first week after the export
from Western Australia started, beef
went up 1d, a lb.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Would you starve the
people in the East?

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are certainly
not a federalisi.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: | am
not going 1o diseuss that yuestion. [ am
proud we are developing to (hat extent
that we can assist the people in the East-
ern States, Bui when we find an hon.
wenber stating thal he atiended the Mid-
land sale yards and found that lhe price
of sheep and lambs was so high that,
unless the butehers inerease the price of

meat accordingly. they will become
bankrupt

Hon. H. B. Lefroy : I did not say
hankrupt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
time, I think, that we took some action.
[t has been realised for some time past,
as far as sheep and lambs are concerned,
that they were going to bring high prices.
Our flocks have been depleted consider-
ably within the last vear or two, and hon.
members alse know that the farmers who
had a few sheep had to get rid of them
hecanse there was no feed for them. That
accounts for the present high prices, but
it is nof to say that because of that, meat
should also be increased in price.

Mr. Willmott: There is a shortage of
beef, too. >

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not
much, but there will be a shortage if we
continne to send it out of the State.

Mr. Willmott : There is a biz loss
coming down.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: If
we still continne to send beef away then
the consumers in Western Australia must
certainly pay a higher price. I know
my friends opposite are strong Federal-
ists when it affects them. But when it is
realised that there is a possibility of get-
tine £1 or £2 per head more for their
eattle, they say, “Throw all vour ports
~=on_ and send evervthing away”
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Hon. Frank Wilson: Whe are the
pastoralizis, Seaddon and Co., Lid,
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Any-
one who has looked carefully inte this
question must come to the conelusion that

the action of the Governmenl in establish--

ing these meat sialls has proved a great
benefit, not only to those who have been
purchasing in the metropolitan area, but
also to those who sfill continne to pur-
chase from private establishments.

Mr. George: | eannot agree with vou.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At
the present lime it is possible to buy the
best cut for 7d. a lb., and not 1s. 2d. as
the member for Sussex stated. A weck
ar lwo ago it was paossible to buay it for
6d. and I think it will be found that the
military forces are being supplied at 4d.
a lb.

Mr. Foley: But the wholesale price is
4144,

Mr. Willmolt : Do not argue; their
minds are already made up.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: 1 do
not know what hon. members pay for
their meat; I know what I pay for mine.
If they wish to go 1o a bateher who
charges them double, thal is their look-
out, The man who supplies at 7d. a 1b,
kills more cattle every week than anv
other buteher in ihe metropolitan area,
and the slatement which 1 have made
that it was possible last week to buy the
best cut for 7d, is perfeetly correct,

Hon. J. Mitchell: The best ent of a bad
bulloek,

The MINTSTER FFOR WORKS: The
only way that T can see by which we can
inerease the price of meat is for the Clov-
ernment to stop 1he export,

Hen, Frank Wilson: You are on the
wrong track; vou should increase (he
production.

The MINISTFER FOR WORKS: e
canhot do that in a week. I feel con-
fident that the zood sense of hon. mem-
bers will assert itself and that they will
not agree to the rednetion of the vote.
‘Hon. members must realise 1he henefil
wlheh has followed 1he establishment of
ihe huirhers’ shops.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, GREEXN: The leader of the Op-
position stated that the price of meat
ligs gone up enormously in Western Aus-
tralia. T propose to refute that state-
ment with the aid of fignres taken from
Kanibhs Bulletin of August, 19135, the
lalest quarterly bulletin issned. In New
South Wales Ihe price of meat between
1912 and 1915 rose 25 per cent. In Vie-
foria there was an increase of 20 per
cent, in Queensland over 33 per eent,
in South Anstralia over 35 per cent. and
in Western Australia 14 per cent. The
increase in this Stafe was due entirely to
the inereased price of mutton, which has
hecome scarce in Western Australia in
consequence of the dronght. But the
heef raised in the Kimberleys has been
pPlentiful, and tlirough the agency of the
State Steamship Service it has heen made
available to the people of the metropolis.

* In view of these ligures T do not see how

the hon. membher can justify lis state-
ment that the price of meal here is
higher than it has been for vears, In the:
leading meat shops of Perth the finest
surloin of heef iz heing offered at Td.
per 1h.

T Mr Taylor:

ment selling at?

Mr. GREEN: Ai a little below the
prices charged in private establishments;
this, of course, with the idea of steadying
the price, The State meat shops have
nndonbtedly brought down the prices.

Mr. Tavlor: You admit there has been
a rise,

Mr. GREEN: Tf so ii is the smallest
of any of the States in the Common-
wealth, The State steamships huve heen
responsible for keeping down the price
of meat in Western Australia.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The amendment,
i carried, would work considerable in-
jury to the State, inasmuch as some of
the shops would have to bhe closed np.

Mr. Male: Tt might save the State a
few Josses,

Mr, B, J. STUBBS: There hayve heen
no Josses. On the other hand a profit of
£15 has been shown, taking the retail and
the wholesale departments of the "busi-
ness together. 1f the profit is smell it is

What are the Govern-
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4 clenr indieation (hat the people must
have received the benefit,

Mr, Male: That does not follow.

AMr. B. J. STCBBS: The poliey of
Siate ownership does nof contemplate
the making of huge profits. So long as
these enterprises pay interest and <siuk-
ing fand on the money invested and show
a «light profit over working expenses,
nothing more is required, ’

Hon. Frank Wikem: Then why not
have & tailor’s shor in opposition 1o the
hon. member’s?

Mr. B. JJ. STUBBS: 1 have heen ad-
voeating it for vears. There i a Stale
tailer’s shop in New South Wales, and
the Commonwealth have established an-
other. It has heen on our State plattorm
for many years, Evea un the showing of
the leader of the Opposition, the Gav-
ermpent meal stalls are payving interest,
sinkine fond and werking expensez, and
showing # slight profit.

Hon. Frank Wilson: XNo,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The people of
the Siate are not beiny asked to finaice
this project. Not one penny of eapital
was invested in it.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Then what does
the Auditor General mean when he states
it bi~ report that inferest has not been
charged on ihe amount advanced hy the
Treasury In exeess of receipts,

Mr. B, J. STI'BBS: How can the ex-
penditure be in excess of the receipts
when there has been a profii 2 A= a nai-
ter of faet, there has been no expendi-
ture in excess of reeceipts.

Hon, Fraok Wilson: ‘Then why does
the Auditor General point this out?

Mr. B. 1. STUBBS: You have read
one -enience out of its coniext, and =0
the impression given is misleading.

Hon. Frank Wilsen: On a point of
order: The hon. member i= accusing me
of mizreading this report. 1 read the
entire paragraph. T ask that the hon.
wember withdraw.

Mr. R T STUBBES: 1 withdraw, but
I think the leader of the Opposition has
drawn an unfair inference from the re-
port.
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Hon, Frank Wilson: I am nol draw-
ing any inference al all. I merely quoled
the words of the Auditor General

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The Auditor
General declares that no interest was
charged on the expenditure in excess of
Lhe receipts. What does that mean? Un-
less we are fold wlat the amount is, we
ean gather no information from the state
ment. The amount may be only £1 or
£2. 1L is unfair to bring that in by way
of an endeavour to show that no interest
has heen charged on the capifal expendi-
ture. The leader of the Oppaosition
agreed with the Premier that thousands
of tons of beef have heen shipped away
from Queensland. Previously that meat
had been supplied to Vietoria and Soulh
Australia. and in consequence of the ex-
port from Queensland those 1wo States
have heen compelled to draw {heir sup-
pliex from Western Australin. This is
the explanation of the slicht rise in price
of meat in this State. In other words. we
have had to go to the assistance of Vie-
torin amd South Ausivalia, and in con-
sequence there has heen a slighi appre-
ciation of price in onr local market. The
fact of the Government puiting inio
operation their poliev for the establish-
menf of a State steamship service, and
for eontrolling the meat supplies in the
melropolitan aren has liad a heneficial
effect, nol only upon the people in the
wetropolitan area, hut on people throngh-
ont the State and also upon the price of
meat in the other Stales, Tf the amend-
ment s earried, it will nadeshiedly do
great injury to the Siate. The Govern-
ment have nn interests hevond the in-
lerests of the people as a whole. The
people have had nearly three vears’ ex-
perience of this poliey, and have en-
dorsed it, and no abjection has  heen
raised to it from the publie point of
view. To compel the closing up of these
meat stalls. whieh is the effert that the
earrying of the amendment will have.
will strike a =erious hlow 1o the interests
of the people in he State. T hope the
hon, member will withdraw the amend-
ment.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yoeu have con-
vineed ne that we ought lo earry it.
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Mr., GEORGE: The rematrks of the
hon. menmber who has just sat down have
swept away ‘any doubt 1 may have had
on the question. The meat stalls eannot
serve more than 1,000 persons within ihe
State. 'Therefore, o (hree-bundredth part
of the people of Western Australia are
heing served at the expense of the rest
of the taxpayvers of the Stale, and the
money contributed by the taxpayers of
the State is used for cutting away the
livelihood of a portion of the people of
the State. The last eleetions proved that
this policy bas not heen endorsed by the
people. The interests of the people are
just as mueh studied by wmembers on tiis
side of the House as they are hy mem-
hers on the Government side. With re-
gard to the Auditor General’s veport, the
Minister for Works said that if the Aud-
itor General had not eertain information
he shonld have obtained it.

The Minister for Works: Tf I had had
to do with the anditor who made up this
report he wonld have heen sacked long
ago.

Mr. GEORGE: I think the Minister
will regret that he has made that state-
ment hecause it is entirely foreign to bim.
It is the duty of Ministers to examine
these aunditors’ reperts, and, if they find
that they are not sufficiently full, to be
prepared to give information to Parlia-
ment which members have a right to get.
I made no charge against the manager of
the Yandanooka estate, The Auditor Gen-
eral says that he has nofhing before him
to show if the basis of the price fixed for
the cattle was the market price or other-
wise. We shonld have something to show
that. A large quantity of hnllocks has
heen purchased,

The Abinister for Works: 1 said that
the market price had heen charged.

Mr. GEORGE: We have nothing to
show on the balanee sheet that the store
cattle on the Yandanooka station had been
valued as stores, or that the prime cattle
were valued as prime caitle, This report
should have bheen supported by a state-
ment that thie eattle which are returned
as being in stock have heen valued at
their present price, and not at the
price at which {hey were purchased.
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It should also bave been proved that
the cattle were mustered and counted
and valued at their value ou the day that
the balance sheet was made up, and not
at the fime when they were purchased.
There is grave reason for nervousness in
connection with 1hese balanee sheets. The
The Government should let us know thar
they have been made up on the same fines
as a commercial halance sheet would be
made up. | am safisfied that the bulk
of the people of the State will have 1o
make up a large sum Lo enable 1.000
people to obfain relief in regard 1o the
prive of meal. I support (he amendment.

Me. WILLMOTT: The present price
ol heet must he affected by the preseut
high price of mutton. When we hLave
again reared our flocks to the numbers
whiel exisied before the drought the
price vt beef and mutton will again come
down in spite of the meat ships or any-
ihing else which may indirectly aftecting
the price now. JAn hon. member said
that the export of meat from Queenslani
was lhe cause of the present ligh price
of that commodity in Queensland. T ask
thal hon. member what would have haji-
pened if there had not been an export.
Would it have heen in that State to-dax?
Immediately afiter the dronght hegan
when the herhage falled and stock threat- .
ened to die the export hegan. If that
had nol taken plaee there would have
been a big loss and thai loss was saved
by export. It is an extraordipary argn-
ment that we hear that hecause there are
meat stalls in Perth the price of meat is
affected, sav, at Bridgetown. The but-
chers at the present time cannot make a
profit at 7d. a 1b. or at Sl. a lb. We
find, however, that the price varies from
1s. down to 8d. taking everything in. The
price is governed by ihe law of supply
and demand. Tt is now a question of
wetting our flocks up again.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honurary
Minister) : Meat was dearer when we had
hig flocks than it is now.

Mr. WILLMOTT: T have seen wethers
sold at Guildford for 2s, 6d.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
AMinister) : And the price in Perth was
8d. a 1h
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Mr. WILLMOTT : Nothing of the sort.

Mr. Heitmann: Lo you contend tiat
the iaw of supply and demand only affects
the price?

Mr. WILLMOTYT : 1t will always affect
the price, but not solely. We cannot
combine to keep the price of meal up
when we have unlimited herds of caitle
and unlimited flocks of sheep to draw
wpon.  The meaf stalls do not affect the
price of meat ootzide a small area and
very few derive a benefit, if there is a
benefit at all.

Mr, VERYARD: The State steamships
have perhaps helped to reduce the price
of meal. I do not kmow of any other
“cause that has been responsible for it.

The Minister for Mines: Do you think
the State steamers have brought ahout
the reduced price? ’

Mr. VERYARD: | say they may have
done so. I think the real cause of the
Lugh price of meat is the quarrel amongst
the hutchers, 1 konow for a fact that one
firm recently started in the city at a eat-
ting price and they did not deliver any
of the meat. The delivery would cost at
least a penny a pouml and thus ibey were
able io sell af the reduced price. The
oiher buichers had to fall into line. In
the haking trade [ remember that when
there were quarrels among the master
bakers the price of hread was cut so low
that it was sold even under tost price.
The State shops so far as [ can see are
supplying a limited portion of the popu-
Iation and ihe selling price in those esialb-
lishments is not likely to benefit the people
generally. 1 inted to support the amend-
ment.

Hau, J. T COXNOLLY : 1t is oulside
the fanetions of the Govermment of the
Stale 1o enter into trading concerns such
as this. and on that seore T intend to sup-
pori the amendment. These buichers’
shops have only served a small section
of the people, and that has been done at
the expense of the taxpavers of the State.
The member for Subicac declared thai
the State endorsed the trading concerns
of the Government. Tt does not follow
thai hecanse a Government are returned
that 1he people will endorse their full

peliex. My preading of the return of-the
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present Government is entirely at var-
iance with that of tbe member for Sul-
inco, The only electorates which returned
Government supporters were those far re-
moved from tlie meat stalls. The Govern-
ment representative of Perth was turned
down and the East Perth and North Perth
representatives were also defeated. These
members were in the metropelitan area
where the people were served by the meat
stalls, In the ¢ase of Subiaco three years
age the hon. member was returned by a
large majority, but st the last election
ilat had dwindled down somewhat con-
siderably. Directly the people have some
experience of these veniures, they say in
a decided voiee fhat they ave against the
Govermuent interferine with eommerce,
1 support the amendment as a protest
against the unconstitulional methods the
Government have adopted in Hrst estab-
lishing the shops and then in carrying
them on,

Amendmenl put and a division taken
with the frollowing resuli:—

Ayes .. .. Lo 14
Noes .. .. .. 16

Majority against .. 2

AYES.
Mr. Connolly Mr. Nairn
Mr. Jas. Gardiner . Mr. Rtobinson
Mr. George Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Willmott
Mr. Harrison Mr. F. Wllson
Mr. Hickmntt Mr. Gilchrist
Mr. Letroy (Teiler).
Mr. Miicheil

Noks.
Mr. Angwin . Mr. O'Leghblen
Mr. Carpenter Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Chesson , Mr. Tarlor
Mr. Colller ' Mr. Thomson
Mr. Foley Mr. Underwood
Ar. Green « Mr. A. A, Wilsan
Alr. Heltmann Mr. Bolton
Mr. Johnston } (Teiter).
Mr. Mullany i\

Amewwiment thus negativeil,

Vole put and passed.

Vole—Metrapolitan Ahaltoirs and Sale’
Yards, £5235:;

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : What are the
methods adopted by the Government in
regard to the warking of the abattoirs
and the Abaitoirs Aet in the metropolitan
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area?  BSume: four or five years ago an
Abattoirs Ael was passed, which provided
that where an_ abattoir area was pro-
<laimed no other abatteirs than those con-
ducled hy. the Goyernment eounld exist or
carry on. At Ghe time of the passing of
that Aet the then Government saw that
this would infliet a great hardship on
these who were owners of abaitoirs. The
establishment of (Government abattoirs is
quite righl, It fends to a pure meat sop-
ply and if there is a number of abat-
toirs in a given district the Government
GANOL eXercise proper supervision, Lheve-
fore Government abaitoirs are necessary.
When the Governmment abattoirs were
erected in Kalgoorlie, an area was pro-
claimed and all otheyr abattoirs within that
area ceused to exist, Thal was a right
and proper ecomrse ro far as Kalgoorlie
was concerned. In closing the so-called
abattoirs at Kalgoorlic no greal hardship
was dane (o any particular person,

Mr. Taylor: They are really slaughter-
houses.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: And poor
slanghter-houses, tou. All the slanghter-
ing during the past six years at Kalgoor-
lie has been done at the Government abal-
toirs. [ 1909 the Government passed an
Abatioirs Aet, hut recognising that this
wduld inflict a hardship ¢n the people in
the metropolitan area and at Fremantle

who had built abattoirs and had spent.

money on them, and whe were carrying
them on aceording to the provisions o
the Health Aet .

The Minister for Works: There is only
one, :

Hon. .J. D, CONNOLLY: There are
two at Robl’s jetty and (wo in the metro-
politan area.

The Minister for Works: Only one at
Robh's jetiy.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: The owners
of these nbattoirs were forced (o spend
thonsaids of pounds in order to.get the
necessary license from the Health IDe-
partment, and the Government, recognis-
ing thal, when the Bill was betfore the
Couneil inserted a provision that any
abatloir then in existence, providing the
owner applied for registration within
ihree wmonths, shonld he rvegistered so

[ASSEMBLY.}

long as the provisions of the Health Aul
were complied with. ‘The owners of two
abatloirs in the metropolitan avea over-
looked the provision that they bad (o
apply for registration within three

<months; in fact the provision was not

brought under their nolice until  wiihin
the last three menths. The result to-
day is Lbat the owners of the two abai-
toirs, Phillips & Co. and the Gascoyne
Meat Ca., who have good abattoirs, costing
wany thousands of pounds, are not
allowed to use them. One of these firms
was prosecuted for slanghtering cattle
witlnn the metropolitan area hecause
there are Government abattoirs in the
metropolitan distriet. This is a hardship
to these people. .

The Minister for Works: We are
simply carrving out the law,
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1t is not

carrying out the spirit of the law be-
cause a technical error has been eom-
mitted in not applying for registration
within the time specified. Are these own-
ars to be penalised for all time? Their
abatteirs have cost a lot of money. Will
the Minister give relief to these people by
carrying out the spirit of the Aet, or
what course do the Government propose
to take in regavd fo the mistake wlich
has been mace?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: When the Abat-
toirs Act was passed it was lended to
license only those abattoirs whicl were
up to the standard at that time. Vor
five years the owners of the abattours in
the metropolitan area have heen catled
upon to provide a necessary publie eon-
venience, and they lhave been allowerd to
spend money on their abattoirs. They
have carried our the requirements of the
Health Act and have done everything nc-
cessary, excepi to apply Ffor registration
within three months, The Government
should treat these people fairly. if
these abattoirs are up to (he standard,
they should bhe licensed now. The Min-
ister said there was only one abattoirs in
the metropoliian area that was up to the
standard.

The Minister for Works:
Fremantle,

I sail une nr
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- Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Government
are under an gbligation to the people who
have spent their money on keeping their
abatteirs up to the proper requirements.
If ihere is one thing which is harmful to
the State it is the disregard of people
who bave fulfilled a public want.  The
Minister talks of buying the abattoirs at
Fremantle. If there is only one ahat-
toir there, why dees not the Minister
say he 1 going {o buy those abattoirs.
The Minister for Works: Leasing one.
"Hen. J. MITCHELL:
ernment abaitoirs at
Are they being used?

Are the Gov-
Fremantle open?

Mz, Boltorr: One-eighth of the guan-
tity of the meat required at Fremantle
eould not he killed at the Government
.abattoirs there.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: At any rate the
Premantle abattoirs ought to be used.
Why did the Government erect small
abaltoirs at Fremantle?

Mr. Bolton: The site is absolutely un-
suitable. The guantity coming from the
North then was Infinitesimal eompared
with to-day.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1li is the best
site in the State. The Minister shouid
aet reasonably by these people who have
thus invested their money. The fault
rests with the Government and not with
the wholesale butehers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
remarks of the members for Perth and
Northam are surprising. They were
members of (he Government who intro-
Auced a Bill laying down eertain provi-
sions which are being complied with by
the present Government. Those who own
these private abattoirs thought it un-
necessary to comply with the conditions
of the Act.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Bui they must
have been in accordance with the Public
Heaith Aect.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
did not apply for ceriificates. The eon-
ditions surrounding some of the private
abattoirs, considered to be among the best
in the State, are disgraceful. It is al-
most impossible fo get within a mile of
them.
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Hon. J. Mitehell :
prosecute themY

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is for the local health authorities,

Hon, 4. D. Connolly: They do not con-
trol the meal inspection.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
have to see to the drainage. The Goveru-
ment are complving with the Aet.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Are vou going {o
close down Copley’s abattoirs which were
there five vears ago?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
intention is to enforee the Aw. The
Governisent have evected abattoirs  at
Midland Junction suitable to meet por-
fion of ile requirements of the metropoli-
tan area, They have erected small abat-
toirs at North Fremantle which, next to
the Canning River site, which would be
more central, is the best site in the State.
We are now considering whether it wonld
he advisable, in view of the possibility of
building chilling and freezing works af
Wyndham, to lease one of the abattoirs
at Robb’s jetly inslead of enlarging the
abattoirs now in use at North Fremantle.
There must he a considerable clhange in
the meat business when the Wyndham
works arve provided, -

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Why not leave
Perth abattoirs outside the abattoirs area
for the time heing?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have carried oub the policy of the previ-
ous Government in this respect. The
privale people have nobt complied with
the condilions laid down, and it is neces-
sary that the Act shounld be complied with
if we are to have proper supervision by
one centre, namely the Government abat-
toirs,

Hon. J. ). Connolly: Have vou pro-
¢laimed an area?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I be-
lieve the area is one of 12 miles radius
from Midland Junction.

Hon, J. Mitehell: Have yon closed up
any private abattoirsf

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
I believe some at Midland Junction have
heen closed.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : The Mintster
is apparently not fulty seized with  the

Why do not you
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position. He sald it is nol intended (o
huild abatteirs until the Governtent are
able .10 judge the alteralions consegnent
on hailding the Wyndham freezing works.
That iz wise, The Government eould not
proclaim an area at Fremantle beeause
the ubattoirs are not sullicient 1o supply
ii. Therefure my remarks do not apply
10 Fremautle. In regard to Perth, the
Government some lime ago erected abat-
totry at Midland Junetion.  In aceord-
anee with the Aet, they have proclaimed
“an abattoirs area of 12 miles radius.  This
wili take in (he ababoirs for the metro-
polifan arvea ai Wanneroo-road, and a
great injustice will he done to the owners.
The Government abaltloirs are not within
10 or 11 miles, and it is not fair 10 em-
brace private ones uniil there arve ahaf-
toir- a1 Fremantle, They deal with Kim-
berley cattle, wlich will have to be
slanghiered at Fremantle or taken te
Midland, slaughtered there. and then eon-
veyed back (v Perth. These people over-
looked the provision venniring them to
apply  for a  certifieate  within  three
monthe of the passing of this Aet. Tt
was merely an omission, and it is nol
righi 1o say they weve {rving to defeat
the Act. The Minister shoald further
consider the question.  Tf the Govern-
ment withdrew  the proelamation pre-
seribing 12 miles radiug, and made it 101
or 11 miles it wonld meet the pesition.
The only effective svstem of meal in-
speetion i through ceniral abattoirs, hut
under my suggestion no injustice would
be done,

Mr, ALLEN: The XMinister shouold
carefully consider the matter. The posi-
tion of one firm on the Wanneroo-roaid
is rather eritieal. Tf they are compelled
to claze down their ahattoirs, they will
have 1o kill at Midland .Junetion. whieh
will mean an additional expenditure of
£22 n week, or place tliemselves in the
hands of their opponents at Fremanile.

The Minister for Works: We are talk-
ing of learing ahaltoirs at Fremantle
whieh will be in the Government’s hands.

Mr, ALTEN: At present these people
have 1the alternaiive of elosing down, go-
ine (o their opponents. or slaughtering at
Midland  Junction, The Minister for
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Lands gave e to unmdersiand that Fre-
mantie would be proclaimed and bhrought

witlin the aren before the end ot this
month., The firm have been carrying on
under the belief that thar would take
place. Unless (hey ean get an extension

of tine beyond the end of this month,
they must either go ro Midland Junction
at heavy additional expense or else place
themselves in the hands of their oppon-
ents al Fremantle. They are seriously
considering whether they shall close down,
thougl [ do not state thal as in any way
conveying n Lhreat., 1f the Government
are not in a position fto proclaim Fre-
mantle, it i noi a fair thing luv force
these people to go to Midland Junetion
—they should he allowed to earry on in
the meanthine. 1 helieve ihat is the de-
sire of the Government, hut only a few
days vemain lo give effect to sneh a de-
Kire.

Mr. BOL/TON: How coulil the effeet of
proclaiming Fremantle he to help the
firm to whom {he member for West Perth
veferred?

Mr. Allen: Tt would pui them on the
same footing.

Mr. BOLTOX: No. Jor seven months
of the vear Norih-Wesi eattle come down,
and it iz proposed to train those cattle
on the hwoof to Midland Junction? Over-
sea caltle eannot he dealt with excepl af
South Fremantle,  Since nhatfoirs were
established on the neck of land at Fre-
mantle, there has heen marvellous devel-
apmenl in that spot, and one result has
been {hat the (ronble wiil the abattoirs
there has heen accentualed. Practically
those ahaitoivs are of no nse, anid conse-
quently there must be abattoirs at South
Fremantle. Since the transport of
troops hewan, every slanghter yard in
Fremantle has been working double shift,
and even now snfficient meal eannot he
turned ont. AN meat supplied to troop-
ghips is obiained from Western Ansfralia,
hecanse the other States are not able fo
gupply. Tt would be a mad policy to
take all the sea-horne enttle to Midland
Jungtion, TUntil the Government are ahle
to estahlish ahattoirs eapable of coping
with the eonsumption of eat in that
portion of the metropolitan area. what is
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the use of declaring Fremantle an abai-
toirs avea? The member fur Norlham
koows that he made a mistake in remov-
g, the yards and abattoirs from South
Fremantle. TUntil the Siate cau establish
State abattoirs at South Fremnantle—the
-only possible weographical position for
dealing with sea-horne slork—TFremantle
cannot be declared an abattoirs area, and
the leasing of one of the private abat-
toirs would not overcome the dillieuliy.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Apparently the
Government think it right to allow the
abattoirs at Fremantle to continuve killing.
but wrong to allow it in the ecase of
Perth.

The Minister for Works: 1t is only for
a few months.

Hon. J. MITCHELI:: All the abattoirs
in the metropolitan area should be treated
alike. The considerable number of stock
whieh come from the Sonth-West shonld
not be dragged from Midland Junction
io Fremantle to be slaughtered. The
CGlovernment are not yet in a position to
deal with the slanghtering of stock for
the metropolitan area. Tf Perth supplies
1to not come from Midland Junction, they
must come from privale ahattoirs at Fre-
mantle.

Mr. Bolton: The Fremantle private
abattoirs are used for oversea stock.

Hon. J. MITCHELIL: The present
position is utlerly unfair. Quite apart
from this question, the Government have
gone too far in the matter, and in the end
they will put up the price of meat to ihe
people. The Government are nof ready
to do the killing for the wmetropolitan
area, and yet they say they will force the
trade into a few, and probably not the
best, of the private abattoirs. Tt is the
sort of bungling that characterises from
end to end the conduct of affairs by the
present Government. When the Liberal
Government established the abattoirs ‘at
Fremantle, they knew very well that only
portion of the requirements of the area
could be supplied by that means. It was
always the intention eventunally to have
metropolitan abattoirs in a better posi-
fion than either Fremantle or Midland
Junetion.
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The Mimster for Works:
River is the best sitnation.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Let me suggest
tu the Minister in the meantime to reduce
the area controlled by Midland June-
tion. A radius of six miles would be
ample, This matter is of sufficient imn-
purlance to metropolitan consumers to
warrant the serious consideration of the
Minister.

Mr. ROBLNSON: Has any coneession
heen made in the regulations as regards
ilie small man in and about Belmont,
Welshpool, and that neigbbourhood. who
kills only a single animal?

The Alinister for Works: That ease is
governed by the 12-mile radius,

Mr. ROBINSON: That is a hardship
which should be removed, A poultry
farmer at Belmont, for instance, keeping
a few pigs and slanghtering one occea-
sionally has to take that pig all the way
to Midland Junction to be slaughtered,
and then hring the carcase back again.
Directly and indirectly, allowing for
loss of time, that would probably repre-
sent to him a loss of 20s. Prior to the
existing regulations, it was recognized
that the small man having a single animal
to kill might kill it in his own yard.
When he comes fo town the same day
he brings lhe rarcase to the Perih
markets, where the departmental officer
inspeets it and puis the hrand of
the department on it. The carcase
may then be sold. The whole operation
costs the man some few pence, and he
suffers no loss of time. The present svs-
tem imposes a very heavy tax on the
small stock-owner without conferring
any extra benefit on the consuming pub-
lic. The observance of this 12-mile radius
is simply creating a monopoly in small
stoek in the metrepolitan area, for the
smal]l man cannot slaughter his stock at
the Government yards with any prospect
of profit. In taking a deputation to the
Minister for Lands on this subject I
made three alternative snggestions as fol-
low:—1, That the present condition of
regulations should continue in respect to
the small man; 2, instead of having the
small man carry bis stock to Midland

Cauning
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Junéion, establish one or more Lilling
depots in a central position. where these
men could hring their animals on a given
day in the week: and 3, a reduction of
the radins so that the people in the dis-
trietz mentioned would not he unduly
penalised,  That was Iwn months ago,
amd the Minister said he would let me
have an answer as fo whether the regu-
lations could be modified to meet the case
I have here brought forward. 1 have not
lieard a word of it sinee. 1 hupe the case
of the small man will receive the con-
siderafion it deserves,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: All
that the Government are doing is enfore-
ing an Acl of Parlinment passed by my
friends opposite,

My, Robinson: You fixed the radins.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
ilen wag that there should be Govern-
ment abattoirs, where all eattle would be
killed. :

Hon, .J, D. Connolty: In ecerlain pro-
claimed areas.

The AMINISTER FOR WORKS:
There was no intention lo lave more

than one cenlral abattoir Fur ihe metro-
politan area, While we lhave ito eon-
sider the individual, we wmusl also eon-
sider the Stale. 1f we permiited privale
abattoirs in the netropolitan area the
mouey expended in huilding the publie
abaltoirs, representing £33,000, wonld be
depreciated, Are we {o carry oul the
Act as intended, or are we fo sav, “You
may use vour private ahattoirs—some of
ther. not worthy of the name—and we
will ¢lase up the public abatioivs.*

Hon, 1. B, Connollv: You ave stating
it very unfairly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
new svsiem will represent a big saving
in regard to the inspection. for fewer
inspectors will be requived. In regard
fo Fremantle it is inlended thm every-
one in the trade shall he placed on a
equal footing. The Government realise it
i= only fair that in Fremantle private
ahattoirs should be nsed. while in other
distriels all killing should be done at the
public abaltoirs, Tf we ean make fair
arvineements we propose fo lease one
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of ihe largest abaltoirs in  Fremantle
whieh, in eonjunciion with the North
Fremanile abattoirs, will be sufficient to
meel the requirements of the metropoli-
tan areu. It is our duty {o see that the
Stale gels some return for the expendi-
ture on public abattoirs.  1f we permit
slanghtering at private abaitoirs the pub-
lie abattoirs will beecome useless.

Mr. ALLEX: The question is, are we
to give preference 1o one set of slaugh-
termen as against ancther! 1 would like
the Minister 10 give an assurance that
Fremantle will be brought in. At present
there is one of two alternalives, either
Midland Funelion or Fremanile.  If a
man goes to Midland Junefion it wneans
from £20 v £25 per week more, while if
he turns (o Fremantle he must go eap
in hand to the owners of private abatloirs
for lerms which, in all probability, will
he exorbitant. [ know that the Minis-
ter tor Agriculture is anxious {o bring
Fremanile in aml place them all on the
same fooling, If the Government ean-
not do that they ought (o veduce the
radius, whieh will allow the present abat-
toirs al Wanneroo o coniinune  their
slanghteving. | do not desirve (o see the
puhlie ahaifeirs making a loss, hut un-
less some action 18 taken, eertain firms
slaughtering al Wanneroo will be com-
pelled fo close down. Surely it is not
desired to drive people out of bunsiness;
vet the effect of this proposal will be that
one firmy at Wanneroo will he compelled
to go out of husiness. for they ecannot
afford ta pay an extra £20 or £25 a week
far slaughiering, either at AMidland June-
tion or af Fremantle.

The Minister for Mines: If Fremantle
is broughl into Jine, how will it assist
them?

My, ALLEN: They will all be on the
same fooling.

The Minister for Works: Take Balker
Bros., the largesi butchers. At present
they are killing at private ahattoirs at
TFremantle.

Mr. ATLEN: Probably thev have a
hetter arrangement than others can make,

Hon. J. D, Connolly: Did they huild
ahattoirs?
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The Minister for Works: and
iley are new closed.

Mr. ALLEN: Tf ihe Government will
consider the maiter and give these peo-
ple some extension of fime mntil all are
brought on a level thev will be doing
nothing mere than is fair. We must
avoid compelling any man to close down.

Hon. 1. D. CONNOLLY: I eannot un-
decstand the Minister for Works on this
question. Tt will not ecost the country
anvihing at all lo do justice to these
people. T move—

Yes,

That the vote be reduced by £2535.
T do this as a proiest againsl the way
the Abatfoirs Ael is being administered.

The Minister for Works: Yon should
have thought of that before vou passed
the Aet.

Hon. J. D. CONXOLLY: We did
think of it because we distinetly in-
serted Section 7 in the Act. When an
abattoir area is proclaimed under the re-
gulations no eattle may be slaughtered
outside that area, but, recognising the
rights of the people who had established
at =ome expense their own abattoirs,
this particnlar Section wus inserted in
the Act. This seetion provides that
those abattoirs whieh eomformn to the re-
gulations of the Public Health Depart-
ment should he allowed to remain, but
they are nol allowed to remain now be-
eause of a simple nristake that these pen-
ple made in not applying for a certifi-
cate within three months. Thai is all
they have been guilty of. The only svs-
tem by which the public health laws in
this respect can be earrvied out is the in-
stitution of rigid inspeetion at the time
of staughtering. The Minister says this
would cause a lot of extra expense. T
say it will cause ne extra expenditure
whatever. Tnspection is paid for on the
carcases by the owners of the carcases. If
the fees are not sufficient, then the price
of inspection can be raised, There is no
diffienlty under the Publie Health Aect
of making an inspection as rigid as may
he desired. Tt may not be necessary for
the Government for the present to erect
any more ahattoirs. because the meat
may all ecome in chilled for some time to

come. To overcome n diffienlly which
may exist the Minister will only need
to alter the proclamation so that the
radius of 12 miles may he reduced to 6
or 8 miles,

Fhe Minister for Works: It ig your
Aet we are endeavouring to earry out.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Aves .. .- .. 16
Noes - .. .15
Majority for .. 1
AYES,
Mr. Allen i Mr Nelen
Mr, Connelly | Mr. Piesse
Mr. Ceorge I Mr. Robinson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Smith
Mr. Harrison Mr, Veryard
Mr. Niekmott ! Mr. F. Witson
Mr. Lelroy . Mr. Gllchrist
Mr. Male ' (Pelier).
Mr. Mitehell i
Noxs.

Mr. Angwin t Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Chesson Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Collier » Mr. Thomas
Mr. Foley Mr. Underwecod
Mr. Green Mr. A. A. Wilaon
Mr. Johnston M. lohan’
Mr, Mullany {Teller}.

SAmendmert thus passed,

Vote (as reduced to £5.000) put and
passed.

Vole—Perth City Mavkets, E721:

Hon., FRANK WILSON: Will the
Minister tell us the position in regard
1o these markets. 1 understand there
has heen a loss during the vear, whereas
the matrkets used to be one of the most
pavable propositions the Government
had.

Hon, J. Mitehell :
pay any rent?

The MINTSTER FOR  WORKS:
Everything pays rent that we deal with.
Tn regard to the Perth Markets the loss
which the hon. member spoke of was
really a profit last year of £116 13s. The
markets are not being kept np-to-date at
the present time, becanse. if finances per-
mit, ile intenlion iz {o remave them from
their present position. There is nat the

Do the Government



2003

same atfraction there as formervly. and
we¢ are not expending any more money
on them than be helped.

Vote pnut and passed.

Sitting suspended from 615 to 730 pom,

Vote—State Brick Works, £12,500:

Mr. GEORGE: We have had no bal-
ance sheet in connection with the briek-
works and T would like the Minister to
let vs have some information about
them. The Minister might explain what
capital has been expended on these
works, what the present ontput is and
how reany meo are heing emploved there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:. At
the present time the works are in a very
sunecessful position,, No balance sheet
was produced for last year beeause thers
was up fo the end of the financial year
practically only a few weeks work done
and only a small quantity of bricks were
turned out. Now the works are turning
out bricks whieh arve second to none in
the State and orders have been coming
in fairly well. Up to the 30th June,
the works showed s small loss, that is
to say, for a few weeks only, of £316.

Mr. Smith: After providing interest?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
but T amn pleased to say that up to the
30th September last that loss had been
wiped out and we showed a profit of
about £6G, that too after providing for
interesf, sinking fund, depreciation, ete.
The syslem has been adopted by which
we shall get monthly statements and we
are pretty confident that with a turn-
over of 180,000 bricks weekly we shall
make this a profitable undertaking. I
was informed by the Under Secretary
for Works that the elass of brieks for
which we had in the past heen paying
£3 3s. per thousand were now being sup-
plied by the State Brick Works at £2
2s.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: On the job or on
the trncks?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
the trucks the same as the others. We
are saving from 18s. to 2ls. a thousand.
We are snpplying second quality bricks
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at 36s. a thousand. ! am confident Erom
the figures which have been placed be-
fore me that we shall show a margin of
profit at the end of the year. The num-
her of bricks turned out during Septem-
her was 581,000 and up to the 11th of
the present month, up to which date the
retorn T have before me was made up,
there were 724000 bricks on order.
These were made up of 628,000 first
class, 20,000 specials and 76,000 secon)
elass. It is gratifying to find that in a
comparatively short period, between 8
and 10 weeks, the lass has been turned
inte a profit. The capital expended on
the brickworks is £27,243. The depre-
ciation has been provided for from 2
per cent. down. I went into that matter
before we fixed the price for the sale
of the hrieks. T am quite willing to per-
mit any hon. member to peruse conlfi-
dentially the stntement I have here. T
am glad to say that orders are coming
in freely and there is not the least douht
that we shall be able to turn out 180,000
hricks per week. If that can be done the
works will he a profitable eoncern.
The kiln is eapable of turning ount
250,000 bricks per week. T have not
here the partienlars about the men
engaged in the works, but T can get
the information for the hon. member, I
assure the Committee that the works are
being carried out as economically as
possible. WWe have a good man in charge,
he has held good posifions in this State,
and T am satisfied if if i1s possible to
make a success of the coneern this man
will de it.

My, JAMES GARDINER: Tt is re-
freshing to hear a statement such as the
Minister has given us. We realise thai
so far as one of these State entferprises
is conecerned, the Minister intends to
show the House that there is a desire
to make this profitable and that he pro-
poses to give figures which will enable
us to come to some decision on the mat-
ter ourselves. I believe from what the
Minister has told us, and from what T
have seen, that they are apportioning
the whole of the charges to each thous-
and brieks. It seems to me to be re-
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grettable that this has noif been- done
in conoection with the other works., The
Minister bimself would be able not only
to satisfy himself, but satisfy the House
whether a profit is being made on the
transaction. 1 would like to say also, and
I am going to refer to it later on more
pointedly, that this House ought io have
a say in the capilalisation of (hese
schemes, The House could then iake the
responsibility of apportioning it aml say-
ing, “Keep within thal capital and if you
want more vou must come to the House
to get it.” The suecess of business ven-
tares depends upon  what return will
come from the capital employed and
until we get the eapitalisation of
these coneerns firmly fixed, neither
the Minister nor this House will
be in a position to judge whether
a  concern is  profitable or  not.
There is £27,000 invested in 1his business
at the present juneture. Granting it pays
interesi and sinking tund, on that amount
it would bhe £1,350. I notice that the
estimated revenue is £14,000. That does
not leave mueh margin for the deprecia-
tion provided for in the return unless
there are outstanding debiors at the end
of the year. Granted that it is all that
the Minister says, I hope that next ses-
sion the Governmeni will submit to ihe
Honse all the sehemes and lel us have
their eapitalisation so that we may know
where we are.

Mr. GEORGE: T am obliged lo the
Minsier for the information he has given
“to us. There is another matter 1 want
to ask him aboul. He has given us the
price fixed for selling. Tt will be inter-
esting to know whether the (iovernmeni
in fixing their price intend to fix it at
just a bare margin over eost. That is
rather a serious matter to those inter-
ested in other brickworks, because al-
thongh the Government may run their
brickworks at a low margin of profit so
as to about balance the ledger, it is
hardly to be expected to be the right
thing so far as other traders are con-
cerned. Neither would it be right for the
Government to start a business with the
idea of allowing their ontput to co for-
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ward at exactly what it costs them, If
we do that we destroy the efforts made by
others who have embarked in similar
businesses. The Minister should give an
indication to the House as to what is ihe
policy of the Government with regard to
the fixing of the prices.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : In
fixing the prices we have ineluded the
manager’s salary and provided interest,
depreciation, and sinking fund. The total
cash provided is £25,424, and interest
during the time of construction has been
capitalised.

Mr. Smith: What is the amount of in-
terest and depreciation for the coming-
year?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For
the month of September it was £170. I
will not make public how we arrive at
our charges, but if members like to see
the figures in my possession they may
do so. With a turnover such as it was
in September, there is a good margin of
profit between the selling price and the
cost of manufacture.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: These brick-
works have been somewhat of an incnbus
on Ministers for the last {wo years or
fonger. Tt is mearly three years since
thev were first initiated. 1t was an-
nounced with a flourish of trumpets that
within three months ihe State would be
turning outr brieks at 253, a thousand.
That was the Premier's siatement, and T
poinied out that it was impossible. Tt
has taken all this time to get the concern
working, It ecannot Le said that the war
delaxed the ervection of the works, hecanse
the works could he esiablished in six or
nine months, especially when, as T be-
lieve was a fact, second-hand machinery
was obtained in the Eastern States. The
Government followed the course ithey
adopted in the case of the implement
works. and we have an establishment now
which rans into about £27,000, whereas
thex would have cost a private firm about
half of what they have eost the State.
The question whether tlese works will he
made profitable on commercial lines is an
important one. If the Government, as
they appear to have done with all of
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these enterprises, have set ont to kill the
private individual whe is in eonipetition
with theni, this is a principle I cannot
support, whether they are paying or
losing concerns. The Minister quoted
prices which anyone who has had ex-
perience in the manufacture of kiln-
burnt bricks must know is very near ihe
margin of the cost ‘of production. When
T compare this with the unseemly wrangle
which for some menths past has been
carried on between {wo departments in
connection with the powellising of piles
for the foundations of the new electrie
power house at Bast Perth, where one
department has charged avother 10 per
cent, for profit, T am af a loss to under-
sland wheve the policy of the Govern-
ment beging and ends. Evidently the
Government are going to hill different
departments with a 10 per cent. profit
after covering all working expenses, in-
cluding interest on the capital money, but
when supplying bricks to outside pur-
chasers the Government are going fo com-
pete on the basis of cost of production.
The Treasury figures for the first three
months of the present year showed a rev-
enue of £1,799, and an expenditure of
£1,784. T admit that is not the sum total
of the position of the works. No doubt
they had hricks on stock, but I believe
all the marketable bricks had been de-
livered.

Mr. Green: There 15 a pretty large
stock of good seconds.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Have we
established these works tc make seconds?

The Minister for Mines: There is a
market for seconds,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No doubt,
so long as the Government sell them
cheaply enough. We did not establish
up-to-date brickworks and invest £27,000
of the public money in them for the pur-
pose of turning out second-class bricks.
The seconds should not be a very large
percentage of ihe firsts, but from the in-
terjection one would imagine there were
as many seconds as firsts, This estab-
lishment has heen in course of prepara-
tion for nearly three years, and we have
heen paying the manager £500 a year,

B RMBLY. )

and hLis salary, 1 presume, has so far-
heen charged up lo capital eost. Tt is
casy lo produce figures in the frst two
or three months to show a margin of
1'rolit,

The Minister for Works:
a loss in the first ten months,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: It all de-
pends what is eharged to eapital cost. I-
venlure 1o sav 1f the Minister were as
acule as he proved himself on one or
{wo  oecasions in  connection with the
State Tmplement Works, he would find
that most of the cxpenses have heen
charged to capital cost; otherwise, T
cannol nnderstand the excessive eapital
valne of works of their capacity. I am
not satisfied with rthe statement of what
has been done in two or three months.
We want to see the works paying year
in and year out, I remembher that the
Minister was jubilant about his imple-
ment works, They were going to show a
profit.

The Minister for Works: T had to rely
on the information given to me.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But the
Minister was lhoodwinked, and there was
a very considerable loss last year. I am
afraid that will be repeated in eonnecfion
with the brickworks. It is not sufficient
for the Government to embark on con-
cerns of this descriplion and think that
hecause (here is a certain trade of their
own, they can make a snecess of them. T
again emphasise that there is no justifi-
cation for employing public funds to
compete unfairly with our own citizens.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Bricks were
wanted for tle workers’ homes,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: T do not
objeet to the QGovernment providing
works as adjunets of their own depart-
ments, hut T object fo establishing works
on the principle of wiping out the pri-
vate individual who has put his eapital
into the induostries of the State. It is a
question of principle more than of profit.
I am afraid that in the eourse of years
the brickworks will prove a dead loss, as
they have done in all other States where
they have been tried. Under Government
management it is impossible to do other
than make a loss unless a very mueh

We -showed
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heavier charge is imposed for public
works. J wounld like the Commiitee tu
decide 1o close down the brickworks ah-
solulely, as they are by no means a wise
venture.

Mr. ROBINSON: Are inierest and
sinking fund included in the item *Man-
ager’s wages” or in the items “Wages
andl general workine expenses”? 1{ not.
where are they included?

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: Tn-
terest and sinking fund ave not inclunded
in either of {he uems mentioned. They
are supposed to he derived from ithe
bricks which are sold. In reply io the
leader of the Opposition it is not pos-
sible fo show profitable results year in
and vear out when the works have heen
aperating dnly a few months,

Mr. ROBINSOXN: Having bheen an-
swered by the Minister, T now desire to
make one or two comments on the figures.
The total expenditure iz, T suppose, to
be £12,500. A foot note estimates the
revenue at £114,000, The difference he-
tween the one and the other is £1,500.
The Minister has said he has not allowed
for either interest or sinking fund, which
will ecome out of the profits, oni of the
sale of the bricks, out of the £14.000.
Previonsly the Minister told us that for
the month of September the amount of
inferest and sinking fund was £170.
Multiplying that amount by 12 gives a
total of £2,040 for the vear. Taking the
figures of the member for Trwin and enl-
culating five per cent, on the capital
value of £27.000, 1 wet £1,350: and sub-
traeting that amount from the £2,040
there is a remainder of roughly £700 to
cover sinking fnnd and depreciation. Tf
the interest and sinking fund amount to
£2,040 annually, there is on these figures
a margin of £1,500 wherewith to pay it.
It is apparent. Therefore, that the prices
fixed for the sale of bricks are so near
the margin that at the and of the twelve
months—if the figures given here are re-
liable—there will he a loss of at least
£1.000.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Provided there
15 a regular output.

Mr. ROBTNSON: Yes. If £700 is the
only sum allowed for depreciation and
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sinking fund on a capilal value of
£27.000 of machinery

“The Minister for Works: 1t is not all

machinery,
. AMr. ROBINSOXN: What would  the
capatal value of a brickworks vonsist of
except plant and machinery? The siding
and the buildings nay be in it as well
A dhese things depreciate rapidly,

The Minister tor Works: The fixed
plant and machinery amount to €9,600
odd.

Mr, ROBINSON: JApart from  the
siding and the buildings, ten yeavs at ihe
utmost is the life given to machinery ol
thai deseription. Some of if, such as
mixing machines, would have a life of
perhaps only five years. And yet only
E700 is provided to cover all the deprecia-
tion. That allowance amounis te 215 per
vent., which is ulierly inadequate.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: The Minisfer,
said he was allowing 20 per c¢ent. on
some of the items,

Mr. ROBINSON: Tt is ne

nge  his

_saying that on these fizures. T have of-

fered eritieisin which will, T think, re-
quire an accountant to answer. Failing
an answer, I sav the figures are wholly
unsatisfactory.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
These figurca represent merely estimates
of receipts and cxpenditure. When they
ecame hefore me T =aid, *T am confident
gsome members will tuke ohjection to these
ticures.”, T only hope that on the 30th
TJune, 1916, we shall have no stoek and
no outstanding accounts, There is a pos-
sibility. if orders continue {0 come in as
they are coming now, and if we eontinue
to supply hrieks us we are doing af the
present time, that there will he u fair
amount oulstanding on the 30th .Fune
nest.  Fuorther. some hricks will De
then in stock. which eost money o
produce. That is how the differ-
ence tn which the lon, memher for
Canning vefers is made un. Tf the
ontput falls off, working expenses will of
vourse he redured corvespondingly. 1Ia
dealing with trading concerns it is impos-
sihle, in times snch as these, to give any-
thing like exact figures of frade for 12
months ahead. T honestly believe (hat
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many of these tigures arve merely farcieal;
or shall 1 say that they represent the
merest expression of opinion? There is
no use beating about the bush. On the
present production of 180,000 per week
ilke brickworks will pay inlerest and
sinking fund, and also return a fair pro-
fit to the State,

Mr. GEORGE: This discussion will be
of value to the Minister and to those who
framed the estimates, If the expensey
are estimated—and they can only be esii-
mated—at £12,000 and the revenue is es-
fimaled—and it can only be estimated—
at €14,000, then it must be impressed on
those respousible for 1the management of
this undertaking and all similar under-
takings (hat in fixing the prices of their
produets they must take into considera-
tion all the costs involved. One of those

costs is interest and sinking fund. An
eslimale of interest and sinking fund

should have bheen farnished in this in-
stance. lIs the policy of the Government
fo estimate the exact cost of their pro-
duet and te realise that cost including
stnking fund and depreciation?

" The Minister for Works: That varies
according o the oufpui.

Mr. GKORGE: Exactly, but there are
vertain fixed eharges whieh do not vary
at all,  The output may diminish or may
inerease, but certain charges will remain
the same. [ am obliged to the Minister
for the candour of his reply. TIf interest
and sinking fund ave omitfed in this case,
the price of the bricks might be fixed at
1s. ar 25 ver thouzand toe low, Tt is in
order 1o prevent such o possibility that
my ecrificisms and those of the member
for Cauning have heen offered. Tf the
Governmenl are going to fix prices which
Yoave po warein of profit, private enter-
prise will be driven out of the business:
and it will be impossible for the Govern-
ment to cope with the demand. Further,
f the principle i= to be distinetly under-
stood that the Government will fix their
selling prices barely above cost, if it is
to he understood that ihat is the goal
af rwhiich the Government aun, then pri-
vaie persons will be very chary of invest-
ing their capital and thelr lrains in trad-
ine enterprises of this sort in Western
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Australin, The interest of £300 a year
ny appear to the Minister a suflicient
recompense for the capital involved, but
are we to accept it as sufficient repayment
For the risks in trade on a capital of some
£27,000? The difference between private
coneerns and Governmen! enterprises is
that in a bad year the Governmment have
the public fands to trade upon to make
up the deficiency, whereas the private
individual bas either to borrow or to make
a raid on his reserves, This is not fair
vopetiiion,  If the Government go in
for brickworks, they should not make their
prime object the selling of the bricks at
cost price, Tf they do that, away gocs
all private enterprise. The Government
can g0 into business with advantages en-
joved by no private enterprises. The
principle | wish to lay dewn is that it is
not a fair poliey that the State trading
concerns shall be worked with the idea
uf merely making revenue balance expen-
diture. To do this is to rob private en-
terprise of all incentive, 1 aecept the
Mimister’s word that in making up the
cost price fhey have ineluded everything
that should be included; but the question
18, what should be the basis of their sell-
ing price? To be satisfied with selling at
cost price 18 to be absolutely unfair to
private enferprise. \We are told that the
same thing obtains in regard te the State
meat shops. | want to know from the
Minister if it is fhe Government’s policy
to hase their selling price on the actual
cost. Tt 1s a mafter of vital importance
to the Stale, and wil] inevitably have a
considernble influenge on the avennes of
emplovmeni, which may be either opened
up or closed, according (o ihe policy
aldopted by the Government.

Mr. Heitmann: Tf we are careful to
provide interest, depreciation and ve-
serves, what more would you have?

Tlon. J. Alitchel: 'The private individ-
ual has to pay taxes,

Mr. Thomas: The consumer will benefit,

Mr. GEORGE: How will the consumer
be affected when, by this policy, we lhave
smashed up all private caterprise? The
policy is bad for the State.

Mr, Heitmann: What profii woenld you
advocate?



{27 Ocrosen, 1916.]

Mr. GEORGE: 1 do not ecare, so that
it is something above cosi.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The hon. member
elaims that, hecause the Government pro-
pose to give the consumer the benefit of
cheapr manutacture, privale enterprise will
be destroved. Suppose a private firm.
discovering a new method of production,
were able fo sell wueh cheaper than any
other firm: would the hon. member ohject
to their giving the eonsumer the benetit
of the ¢lteap produetion, or would he have
them still keep up the price merely be-
cause they nmight otherwise drive out of
business all others engaged in the indus-
try?  Surely the hon. member can see
how foolish his argument is. Al the
world is trying to get bhetter methods of
production in order to give the consumer
the henefit, To prevent the consumer
getting the benefit of cheaper produetion
is to kill all incentive to enterprise. Sup-
pose one uvr fwo brickmaking firmg are
driven out beeause the Government can
produce bricks mueh more cheaply, and
can supply more eheaply to the consnmer.
will it nol le in (e interests of the com-
munity ?

My, George: You are missing the point
altogether.

Mr. R, J. STUBBS: Many private m-
dividuals have heen prevented from ereet-
ing homes of their own beeause of the
enormous cost of bricks. If by produac-
inz cheaply the Government will enable
people to huild homes, will not that be a
stimulus to industry in the community?
It is the same old plea as was heard
from the owners of windjammers when
steamers were first invented. Hon. mem-
hers who complain on tbis score are out
to smash up all machinery; they would
stop all progress because some person
with a brickvard might possibly be in-
jured. The very principle of public
ownership is to preduce cheaply and to
give the consumer the benefit of that
cheap production. embers opposite ob-
ject to the Government selling on a little
profit hecause this may interfere with
some ofher brickmaker.

. Mr. Georze: T object to the @Gov-
ernment using the funds of the State for
this purpose.
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Mr. B. J. STUBBS: They are noi do-
ing su, su long as they are charging a
strilicient price for the brieks to cover the
necessary costs, interest, sinking fund and
depreciation. The consumers of the bricks
are paying for them all the time when
they are covering all ihese charges. The
puliey iz undoubledly a wise one and this
svstem of evitici=n 35 vnealled for.

Mr. GEORGE: The policy of the Gov-
ernment is, then, 1 lake it to produce
locally i order Lo give bricks to the peo-
ple ot practically the ascertained eoslx,
and that i their poliey tn entering inin
all 1these business concerns,

Mr. Taylor: Silence pives consent.

Mr, GEORGE : I want the Minister io
confirm that. Tle bhas himself said ihat
these Estimates of revenue are a farce.

The Minister for Works: So lhey are.

Mr. GRORGE: Ts it the Government
poliey to enter into a husiness eoneern
and provided they get their cosls bnek
again not to make any profit out of it ?

The Minister For Works: T have not
said s0.

Mr. GEORGE : Then we ave al a ilead-
lock. T have it on the authorily of the
chief lienlenant of the party, the member
for Subiaco, that the policy of the Gov-
ernment is to produce as cheaply as pos-
zible, and to sell az c¢lasely as possible (o
the ecost.

Hon., ¥Frank Wilson: Ask M. Me-
Callum for the poliey.
Mr. GEORGE: 1 do not know him.

[f the Minister dves not deny that 1 shall
iuke it as a faet,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
nanager we have al lhe brickworks is a
man who knows his business. The price
which he recommends should he fixed for
the bricks is hased on the price which in
Lis opinion is sufficent for any person
who carries on the brickmaking industry.
1 suppose the largest consnmer of these
hricks will he the State itself. If we ave
saving to the State €1 a thousand an the
price we shall he conferring a henefit
upon the people of the State.

Mr. Smith: Are the Commonwealth
Government buying bricks far the po=i
offiee?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have an order for 500,000 bricks from
thai quarter, TIf the works ean be kept
up as they are ab the present time they
will be a payable undertaking. The out-
put of 180,000 bricks per week has not
heen realized on account of the weaiher,
but | hope the Works will tnen out as an-
ticipated, There is an arhitration award
in foree to-day with regard {o wages in
connection with the brickmaking indus-
try. The employers represenfed ai the
conrl stated that # was impossible for
a privale man to compele in fhe brick-
mking industry against the up-to-tlate
works whi¢h helong to e State, beeaunse
theyv are so well equipped and condncted.

Hon. J, Do Comnolly: You ought to
have a eamplete plant upon that eapiial
cosl.

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKS: We
lave a goud plant. T hope the cstimate
will he more han realised.

Mr. GREBEN : 1 am partiealarly
eheered by the statement made by the
Minister tfor Works on ile position of
the Slate brickwerks. The member for
Muorray-Wellingion askedd for a definite
Ironouncement a8 (p whether the Chov-

ernment were going (o embark on the
industry  against  private  enterprizes.

Members of this party may differ on that
particular poini.  So seon as an industry
n the State manifests a desive lo eharge
the consuming public an exorhitant rate
for the produets, whether food. elothing,
or hunilding, it is the dnty of the Govern-
tent wder the labour udeal to step in
and endeavour to prevent the publie from
bheing expluited.  This was {he position
in rezard to the hrickmaking indnstry
when the State brickworks were inangu-
rated.  The price of hricks here was then
£3 3= per thousand and any builder will
“admit that this price was exorbitani.

Hen, J. Milehiell: What 12 the cost of
laving hricks?

Mr. GREEN: Anyone who has heen in
the trade knows thal it is impassible fo
make cne statement which will cover the
general costs  of laving bricks on all
elasses of work. On seme classes of work
a man will de well fo lay 500 bricks a
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day, but on another class hie will fay 2.000
hricks a day.

Hon. J. D. Connelly: A man darve not
lay 2,000 bricks a day now.

Yr. GREEX: Xo one should under-
stand betier than (he member for Perth
that most of the brickwork in Perth is
tlone hy contract, and that the men are
all oul o do as moeh in the way of laving
bricks as they ever did. ‘The member for
Canming  expressed  coneern  Chat  there
niight be a loss on the Stale briekworks
af the end of Lhe venr. 'The Minister has
answered that by stating that the nan-
ager is going to supply brieks at a price
which will leave a =mall profit for the
Government.  If the hrickvard is going
to make 180,000 hricks a week and we
are going (o coniinue as we are doing at
{he |mesent time to make a reduction of
#£1 a thowsand, that means thai we are
gzoing to henefit the community to the ex-
teni of practically £10,000 a vear. A
man building a small coftage, which will
tuke 30,000 brieks will, if ke buvs from
the State, save £30 ou the cost of lLis
hricks, He would also gei a hetter brick
than he wonld if he bought from another
source, The Sinle bricks are heiter than
any olher bricks in Wesiern Anstralia.
The samnples of Siaie bricks which [ have
in my hand T took from the kiln at dark.
Thex are noi picked out in any wayx, The
alijeciion to State hrickworks some time
ago was that they eould not make briecks,
and  ihat  the bricks were Lad. T went
down to fhe coniractor of the General
Pozt Office the other day. ami My, Arnott
told me fthal he was ordering 500,000
hrieks from the State yards. The State
hricks are starked alongside the hricks
made by privalte people. and anvone will
admit fhat they ave the hest bricks on
thal particular joh. They are equal to
the New Northeote hricks in Vietoria. T
will hand these two hricks to the manag-
ing director of the Sunday Times, the
memher for North Perth, Tn all Sfate
enterprises the man in charge must he
a man wha undersfands his  business.
Whatever may have heen our experience
in regard to some of our industries in
the past, and it must not he forgotten



[27 Ocrosez, 1915.]

thal we are dispensing with the weak
managers, we have in Mr. Bradshaw, the
manager of the Siate brickworks, one of
the best autlorities on brickmaking in
Australia.  That gentleman i3 receiving
£100 less than he was geiting from the
Golden Horseshoe, where he was engaged
as chief engineer. Years ago he managed
large State brickworks in Victoria, and
it was he who selected the site of the
present works, beeause of ihe deposit of
clay there, Western Australia is partien-
larly unfortunate in having a very small
number of good deposits of shale suit-
able for the manufacture of bricks. In
no other part of the State is there a
machine brickyard so well equipped as
the State possesses. Every article of
machinery there is new., Nothing is see-
ond hand, and the wos producer plant,
too, is the latest of its kind. When we
talk about the considerable time that has
clapsed since the State brickworks were
founded, we have to bear in mind that
hecause of the diffieully of finding clay
the manager had to go info the hills to
select a sife. A siding had fo be taken
to the existing site hecause it was diffi-
eult of access; and last, but noi least, in
the establishnient of a brickyard it is
necessary to manufacture (he plant. The
principal part connected with it is the
huilding of the Hoffman kiln, and that
has to he constructed out of bricks which
are made as they wn along. So far as the
manager himself is concerned, there is
nothing ecancanny about him. If a man
is not suitable the manager stands on no
sentiment hut gets rid of him. The high-
st wages are paid, but he ¢laims the
right to sack anyone who may bhe a
waster. T am sure that the State machine
brickyard will be a magnificent suecess
and it will continne, as it is doing now,
to make hricks second fo none in the
State.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Ferries, £5,020:

Mr. ROBINSOXN: The question of
State ferries is an intevesting one. It is
the lalest branch of State enterprise, and
we have lere a direct comparison with
private enterprise. The South Perth fer-
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ries, unlil a very =hort thue ago, were
conducied by a privaie company, of
which, if T mistake not, a distinguished
member of this House was one of ile
directors.

Mr. Male: Who was thai?

Mr. ROBINSON: The member for
Irwin, That company ran very suceess-
fully, and used to make a profit of he-
tween £1,500 and £2,000 a year. The first
vear the Government look the service
over it was announced in ihe P’ress that
they had continued the profit made by
the company, and thal a sum of £2,000
hait been paid into the Treasury as the
profit for the year. lmagine my snryrise,
when I lheaded a deputation to the Col-
onial Seecvetary a few months ago, to
learn that the service was nol paying. I
said, “Whal about the £2,000 you made
last year?® The Colonial Secretary re-
plied that that was a mere statemeni and
that ne interest and sinking fund had
been provided for. The £2,000 which was
pait into the Treasury was gross. This
vear, I see by the profit and loss account,
there is an aclual loss of €396. Tn 18
months a profit-earuing maclime has heen
converted into a eoncern which has lost
£396, This is a monument of the inea-
pacity of the Government in the manage-
ment of Siate concerns. We want io
know how they do it. Ts it the fault of
the manager? T do not know who the
manager is. [ am in the dark there. T
asked some questions in this House a
few days ago—I wanted the information
for the benefit of members—in rewavd
to the managemeni now and the manage-
ment when the concern was in the hands
of a eompany. [In this particular ser-
vice T venture to say it is almost nnpos-
sible, under existing conditions, to make
ends meel and the reasons are given in
the questions 1 asked the Mmister. 1
asked him how many employees did fhe
lnie company have and le answered,
11. T asked how many employees there
were now and le said 17. The Minister
wenl on to say that the number of
liours, insiead of being 62 per week. were
reduced to 34, ihat under the Government
service a day off per week was allowed
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each maun, the result being {hat the wages
roll to-day amounts to £2,612 per annum.
I venture to say Lhat when the total earn-
ings of that ecompany amount to £5,400
per anoum and the wages roll to earn
that money iz £2,012, quite apart from
the £10,000 ecapital expenditure, and
apart from maintensance it is too much
~ The  maintenance of these steamers
amvunts to £1,400 per annom, that is
fuel. light, and so on. 1f we add the
maintenanee and the wages we have a
s of £4,000, leaving only £400 of the
{akings. Buf that sum is consumed hy a
lavge number ot ilems which are con-
prised in the paraphernalin of the de-
partment, In dealing with the question
of depreciation and sinking finl let me
quote rhe words of the Auditor General
on ferries—
Depreciation of the ferries with the
exception of the ‘‘Perth’’ is bazed on
the estimated life and breakup value
as fixed by the Engineering Survevor
of the Harbour and Light Department.
The depreciation of the ‘‘Duchess’’
was ealenlated on the sinking fund
hasis—
He does not say what it is.

with interest at 3% per cent. No in-
vestment lLowever lLas  heen  made.

Neither lhas it heen treated in the
hooks as invested. Depreciation on the
“‘Perth’’ is based on the fixed annual
instalment principle (without invest-
ment) and on an eshmated: life of 20
vears stated by the acting accountant
to be the estimate given verbally by
the Chief Harbour Engineer,
I have no fault to find with regard to
the ““Perth'’ but when T take the de-
tailed amount allowed for depreciation
on the whole serviee I find that the sum
amounts fo £472. The capital value of
the ferries is £10,89G; therefore, the de-
preciation in round figures is about 4%
per cent, per annum. The hoats taken
over from the old eompany were taken
at a value of about £2,800, whereas
£8,000 odd has been spent on the new
hoaix. On the “Perth” a 20-year ul-
lowanee has been made, and the depre-
cialion would, therefore, bhe ahout 3
per cent per annum, less the break-up
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value. The argument I deduce is that
if it is-a fair (hing fto allow 3 per
cent. depreciation on the new stewer
“ Perth,” the depreciation on the
“*Duchess,”” which is at least 14 years
old, should be not less than 10 per cent.,
instead of 4 per cent., so that if a
proper depreciation of this sort were al-
lowed—£472 on £10,896 capital is not a
proper depreciation—the logs, mstead of
being £398, wouid he greater. T have
said enouglt to show that under the ex-
isting management, the ferries do not
in any shape or form equal from a
commercial or State poinl of view the
private management. From answers to
guestions I put to the Minister, I learned
that the fares charged to-day are in
some cases more than the fares charged
by the old company.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister} : In some cases a lot less; the
average is less.

Mr, ROBINSON: TIn some cases they
are less. The single fares are the same.
The monthly farcs are slightly less, and
the quarterly fares, which the bulk of
the people take, are move. The loial fares
are very similar Lo what obtained pre-
viously and instiead of making a profit
of £2,000 a vear on this venture, we are
making a losgs. This is a very good ex-
ample of what States should not do.
It shows that with Siate entevprises
in juxtaposition to private enterprises
on lhe same article, private enlerprise
will win every tinie, and T have no doubt
that any State enterprise will ever kill
private enterprise, even if the Govern-
menl are preparved (o sell fheir product
at cost price. Wilh the Government con-
trolling State enterprises and =elling at
cost price, the privale man condd produce
{he same arviicle as well at the =ame price
aisl make a profii, The Siate ferries
prove my argumeni up to the hilt.

Mp, WILLMOTT: The “Per(h™ was
designed by MeKay and Baxter. T would
like to know who introduced this parti-
calar firm to the Government, Was it
the same gentleman who is agent for ihe
man who reeommended the purchase of
the “IKangaron?”
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The Minister for Mines: have

Struch a mare’s nest,

Mr, JAMES GARDINXER: Tf there is
any one in the House who has bhad a
pretty good interest in the ferries, it is
myself. The Government took over a
very profitalble little business and it will
be the Government's own fauli, and to
their everlasting disgrace, if they mis-
manage it into a tosing scheme. When
the Government took the ferries over the
gross receipts were aboui £3,100, In
the last year under the company it took
£2,230 to run them and pay the necessary
depreciation, leaving a net profit of €970,
though there were times when the ferrirs
returned £1,500 a year. Yor the hoals
the Government paid £3,6004 and the £970
profit represented nearly 30 per cent. on
the eapitalisation when fhe ferries were
taken over. Last vear the rvevenue was
£3,385 and the expenditure £4574, a dif-
ference of £914. The loan ligures show
that there is £12,000 in this concern. If
we ddebit interes! and sinking fond with-
ont deprectation with £650, the profit
would be £164, The member for Can-
pming spoke of the depreciation on the
“Duchess,”  Prabably a 10 per eeni, de-
preciation would he required on ler, hut
there are other hoats whieh would not re-
quire so wucl, and probably the new hoat
onght not to start depreciating straight
away. This year the expendilure is esti-
maled at £3,020, and the estimated ve-
venue at £7,000, leaving a profit of £1,980.
For an extra expenditure of €446, the
(iovernment arc going fu earn an exira
profit of £1,166. T am very dubious
about that, 1 remember onve seeing a
balanee sheet in which credit was taken
for undiscovered profils, and in this par-
tieular instance it is quite possible the
receipts will be le=xa than is estimated. |
have not much svmpathy for the South
Perth people. They have had a marvel-
lously cheap service. They are not as
modest as fheir representalive. Each in-
dividual «f Sonth Perihi wanis a time-
table and a serviee to suit his own con-
venience.  If the people of South Perih
are paying higher fares, they have gnt
what has heen coming to them for a eon.
siderable time. This is a franchise which
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ought to belong to the peuvple, either of
the ¢ily or of ihe Staie, and il oughi io
pay. The Minister should look into this
conéern for himself. Here is a scheme
that a blind man eould make pay.

The Premier: That is, if the blind man
had the power and conld vun it as a pri-
vate eoncern.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Wha is
the power the Government want?

Mr. Allen: Brains,

Mrec JAMES GARDINER: i the Gov-
ernment have not the power amml are
ooing to take away these husinesses from
people who vould make them pav, and
run themn al a loss, the sooner the Gaov-
ernment get out of (hem or get (he
power, the hetter it will he for the State.

The PREMIER: I agres with the
member for Irwin that a concern of this
nature ought to helong either to the
Government or to the local anthority
and ought to pay, and that the people
uging the service shouwld not call upon
the rest of the cominunity to beat portion
of the cost of operating that service.
Where such an undertaking is controlled
by the Governmeni, they are pressed
by members representing the distriet to
provide additional accommodation and
convonionces of all descriptions, and to
do this at a less cost to those obtaining
the benefits than would be paid, without
grumbling, to a private company. What
was the position in regard to the Parth
trams ! The people complained to the
Perth City Council regarding the class
of cars used and the conditions of the
service generally, but they did not get the
council to move against the company.
As soon a8 the Covernment came on the
scene, however, the Perth City Council
and everybody else, ineluding the member
for North Perpth, Legan to howl for all
sorts of extensions of the svstem, re-
ductions in fares——o

Hon. J. . Connolly:
promised.

The PREMTIER: Which I promised
to make when the time arrived. I am not
going to reduce the {ares until such time
as weo are able to supply cheaper methods
of transit. I do not intend that the
State shall make a loss on the Terth

Which you
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tramway system. The ferry system was
& positive disgrace under the company’s
administration, and the Government had
to step in. When the steamer ** Perth
was launched, congratulatory motions
were earried by the South Perth Council.
Then suddenly somebody found some-
thing to make a noise about, and the
chorus has been going on ever since.
In these matters the public must recog-
nise that if they ask the Government or
the loeal authority to provide better
conveniences than o company would
provide, the public nust pay something.
A ferry service for a smaull population
carried out on the lines of a service for a
large population must either charge high
fares or show a loss, We cannot have
e service like that of Svdney until we
have & corresponding population. The
desire of the Government is to encourage
the pecple to settle in the healthier dis
tricts outgide the City, and with that
end in view the service will be operated
along the river. Under these circum-
stances, there must be, for a time, a
struggle to make the service pay. It
is, however, paying now, and will pay
better in the future. The CGovernment
have improved the service and have also
improved the conditions of the men
employed. Hon. members need not
worry much about the ferries, which are
not showing a loss. Last year we did not
have the best of the season with the new
gteamer, but this vear we shall have the
full scason for her. If the ferries will
not pay under existing conditions, we
shall alter the conditions so that the
ferries will pay. :
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) : The member for Canning said
that before the ferries were taken over
by the Government they returned & yearly
profit of £1,500 to £2,000. The hon.
member who was connected with the
ferry service, however, eaid the profit
had been £800.
Mr. Robinson :
up to £1,500.
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD {Honorary
Minister): The men employed in con-
nection with the ferries were undotibtedly-
entitled to increase of wages and reduc.’
tion of hours. In any case, they obtdined

He said it had been
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those better conditions through the
Arbitration Court. In consequence, there
has been an increase in the number of
men employed, and the wages bill has
risen by £800 per annum. All enter-
prises should pay & fair wage and give
fair conditions of work. The profit of
the past is in this case accounted for by
the increase in wages. Six additional
men are now emploved.

Mr. James Clardiner :
sec the system.

Mr.
door.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) : Last year the ferrics made a
loss of £400, but almost all business con.
cerns either made a loss or showed heavily
decreased profits last vear. The ferries
have had practically no holiday traffie
since the outbreak of the war. In such
circumstances a private company would
think nothing of a samall loss. The very
fact that we got throngh with so small
8 loss proves that the ferries are a paying
proposition. The member for Canning
stated that the * Perth ™ had been blown
up to the Causeway and down to the
Narrows, and he suggested that nine feet
should be taken ofi the top of the
boat and put on to the bottom.

Mr. Robinson: You are paraphrasing
my remarks.

Hon. K. H. UiNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) : Y have made inquiries, and
learn that there is absolutely not a word
of truth in the statement. The ship
never drifted on any oceasion.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I say that the
ship could not get to the jetty for half
an hour.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): 1 am not taking the hon.
member’s word for it.

Mr. Robinson: The member
Williaing-Narrogin says he saw it.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) : L do not believe it. I would
sooner believe the officers.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: There were
severasl hundred people watching her
drifting,. -

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister): Again, the member

Come down and

Robinson: Two men on the

for
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for Canning said there had been an
increase in fares. Thai, once more,
i8 not correct. Notwithstanding a recent
increase in some of the fares, there is in
the fares to-day as compared with those
obtaining before the Ciovernment took
over, a decrease of approximately 10
per cent. Further, special concessions
such as workers’ and school children’s
tickets at half rates have been granted,
and reductions have been made in the
cage of charitable institutions. In ad-
dition to the falling off in traffic, a
disadvantageous feature of the past
year's working was that the cost of
stores ruled higher than aver before.
Taking all these things into considerntion,
it must be admitted that the service has
not been, under Government manage-
ment, the failure some hon. members
wonld like to make it out to be, simply
because a small loss resulted in a year
like the last.

[Mr. Male took the (hair.]

Mr. THOMAS : The trouble with the
ferries seems much on & par with the
trouble in other trading concerns, of
which we have not made a success.
There seems to be a desire on the part
of the Government to give people every-
thing they can at the lowest possible
remuneration, and sometimes their op-
timism runs beyond the bounds of
discretion. T would advise the Premier
to make better provision for unexpected
possibilities than he has done in the
past. When speaking on the Railway
estimates I told the Premier he was
trying to give the people 22a. 6d. for every
pound they paid. The explanation has
been made that since the Government
took over these boats they have had to
work the men shorter hours. That is
as 1t should be ; dbut when the Govern-
ment took over the service they were
aware of the fact that they would work
the men proper hours and give them a
reasonable wage, and therefore, they
should have made provision for these
things in their Estimates. The fault
in this, as in many other things, is that
the Government are trying to de too
much for the publi¢, without taking into
consideration the contingencies that may
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arise, Even in a year such as the
present, with an nbsoclute monopoly of
the service between Perth and South
Perth there is ample room for a very
decent profit. Seeing that the previous
owners made a profit in their laat year of
nearly £1,000 I think that with an
increagsed population—

Hon. R. H. Underwood {(Honorary
Minister) ;: And a decreased trade.

Mr. Robinson: Xo.

Mr. THOMAS: How can there be
8 decreased revenue if the returns have
ingreased £2,000 per annum ? 1 agree
with the member for Irwin (Mr. James
Gardiner) that in this little concern we
have a very fine property, and with
fair éonsideration, and its estimates
prepared with less optimism, this eon-
cern should pay well Under fair eon-
ditions and proper management we shoutd
be able to provide all that the service
requires, and demand a {air rate in
return.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOXN: I did not
think the harmless interjection I made
was going to bring me into this debate.

Hon., R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : There is nothing harmless
about a misleading remark such as you
made.

Mr. E. B. JOHXSTON: My satate-
ment was absolutely true, and I will
deal with you before I have finished.
I simply mentioned that I had seen with
my own eyes the boat drifting off the
Barrack-atreet jetty for nearly half an

‘hour, and that several hundred people

were watching its antics and wondering
if it would ever reach the jetty. The
boat appeared to be in considersble
difficulty. T merely endorsed the state-
ment that that was so, and the Honorary
Minister, with that courtesy and refine.
ment which always distinguishes his
utterances, said “I do not believe
you.” Coming from him as it did, I am
quite prepared to leave the statement
to the judgment of the public. As a
private member no one was more in-
dependent in his eriticisen than the
Honorary Minister, but to-day he pre-
fers to believe what he says is the state-
ment of the officers. Personally, I do
not believe he has any statement of the
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officers on that subject; I believe he
was deliberately incorrect when he
made that statement. No one could
be more intolerant than is the member
for Pilbara as a Minister.

The CHATIRMAN : The hon. member
must keep to the question.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I made a
statement regarding what I saw of that
boat, a statement which the Honorary
Minister boorishly contradicted.

The CHAIRMAN : I must ask you
t0 withdraw that word.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : I withdraw
it. There is no Minister more intolerant
than the member for Pilbara, or more
pliable in the hands of his officers than
is that member since he got on the front
benches. I merely make this explan-
ation in justice to myself and in view of
the Minister’s denial of the incident I
happened to see not many months ago.
We have been told that since the boat
was out of control on that day she haa
been tied up to the jetty for 34 months.
That statement appears to me to confirm
the truth of what I saw with my own eyes.

The Premier : There i8 no connection
between the two.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : Ii that is
80, the Minister certainly weakened his
case by denying the truth of the state-
ment I made. It appears to me the
one result of the taking over by the
Government of these ferries is that
there 18 a reduced service at an in-
creased cost to the season ticket holders.

Mr. ROBINSON : It has been stated
from the Government benches that the
fares are 10 per cent. lower than thay
were under the regime of the private
company. I have here the two schedules
of rates. Let us contrast the prices
chorged by the Covernment with thosuy
charged by the private company. Single
tickets mre the same. In respect to
monthly tickets there is a difference of
6d. all round, men, women and children,
in favour of the private company. In
respect to quarterly tickets, the comn-
pany’s price for men was 2ls.; the
Govoernment charge 23s. The company's
price for ladies’ tickets was 12s. Gd.;
the Government charge 14s. The com-
pany’s price for children’s tickets was
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10s. 6d., whereas the Government charge
11s. 6d. Thus there is & difference of
6d. in the monthly tickets and in respest
of the quarterly tickets of 2s. in each case,
oxcept that of the children, in favour of
the company, so that the service has
decreased and the fares are higher than
before. The Minister should find out
what is wrong. He need not go beyond
the front door to discover that one man
too many is employed.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honorary
Minister) : The monthly fares have been
reduced and the quarterly fares have been
increased and we have introduced workers’
tickets at hall rates. My statemeont is
correct. '

Vote put and passed.

(Mr. McDowall resumed the Chair.)
Vote—State PFish Supply, £14,362:

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : This is one of
the latest enterprises of the Government.
It is only & minnow at present, but the
tirne msy come when it will grow into
& whale and possibly swallow the Govern-
ment. It would be to their interest
to cut down the expenditure and dis-
continue this enterprise. A few people
might get some advantage from it, but
the State as & whole gets no advantage.
It is ono of the most precarious businesses
into which anyone could enter. Accord-
ing to the public accounts the expenditure
for the first three months of this year
was £3,524 while the revenue was £2,354,
ora loss of £1,170. Thus it has not proved
& commercial success. T move an amend-
ment—

That the note be reduced by £7,000.
The Government will then be able to
continue operations only until the end
of the preseny year.

Hon. R. H. UGNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister): 1f the amendment is
carried, we shall have to close down.
When starting such & business, we
cannot hope to keep the finances level
for the first two or three months.

Mr. George: Explain the loss.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOQOD (Hon-
orary. Minister): The ships had to be
got into proper working order ; they
had to be equipped and, with all the
initia] expenditure, there must naturally
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be a loss. We had to buy two ships
and equip them, and ohtain gear and
organise the whole thing—

Mr. George: That is plant and not
loss.
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon.

orary Minister): Every purchase is
not put down to eapital cost. To judge
the result of this enterprise on the first
three months business is not fair. If
the hon. member's desire is to dis.
continue the concern, I can understand
the amendment, but I do not think he
has given this subject his uwsually fair
consideration. I hope the State Fish
Supply will be continued. So far it
has proved of very great convenience
to the people in most of the southern
towns of the State, and when the enter-
prise is in proper working order it will
show not & loss but perhaps a margin
of profit. Our object is not to make
8 profit but we hold there should not
be a loss. Those who do not enjoy the
advantage of this enterprise should
not have to pay for those whodo. When
in working order this will prove of
advantage to a large number of peocple
in the State, and sound financially.
Although there is a Liberal Government
in Vietoria, strongly opposed to State
enterprise, they are seriously considering
the question of embarking on a similar
enterprise.

Mr. George;
here ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOQOD (Hon-
orary Minister): Yes.

Mr. GEORGE : I think the member
for Moore has voiced the opinion of
most members. At the inception of
manufacturing concerns, there is bound
to be a loss, but in this particular business
there ought not to be a loss. Cheap
fish is8 wanted by the people and it
has always been a puzzle to me why
they conld not get it.

The Premier: That applies all over
Australia.

Mr. GEORGE : The fishermen do not
get the profit.

Mr, Green: Do not you think it is
the wholesaler who gets the profit from
your fruit ?

Is fish any cheaper
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Mr. GEORGE : The difficulty seems
to be that tho fishcrmen cannot get
into close touch with the consumer.
Anyone who could get a supply could
start & fish business, and the mere fact
of exposing it for sale at ressonable
prices would ensure it being cleared.
Of course the Covernment had to
purchase all the boats and nets and
crates but these iteins should have been
debited to plant. The ordinary stores
should not account for a loss of £1,100
in three months, or if they deo, it is
difficult to understand a leas of £5,000
& year in this connection. It ia deairable
in a country like this that we should
have a cheap fish supply. 1f the Govern.
ment were to solve this question as
between the producer and the consumer,
they would earn the gratitude of the
House and of the community. Here
the revenue of the State is to be applied
to make up the deficiency hetween
the cost of production and the results
of the salea. :

Hon, FRANK WILSON: How is
it I have to pay ls. 2d. per pound for
schnapper at the present time ? When
the 1911 elections were on, the Premier
announced that he was going to provide
a supply of fresh fish for the people at
half the then cost, and said that it
would be delivered ot the doors of
the consumers at 5d. & Ib. ~

The Premier: I said nothing about
delivery at the doors. It is obtainable
at 5d. a Ib..

Hon. FRANK WILSON : We cannot
purchase fish at eanything like that
price. The Premier said it would be
delivered at the door of the consumer.

The Premier: I said that fish would
be put on the market at 5d. per Ib.
and this has been done.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have
been looking for a fresh fish supply at
5d. & lb. ever since. Unfortunately,
the price has gone up to )s. 2d. a lb.
Why has not the Premier carried out his
promise to the people ?

The Premier: We have.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This is
another of the promises of the Premier
which he has failed to carry out.
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The Minister for Works : You must
be charged a higher rate than the general
public.

Hon. - FRANK WILSON : The Gov-
ernment have made » mess of this
enterprise  and  have started at the
wrong end.  Tnstead of getting someone
who does understand the business to
direct it into proper channels they go
on in their own sweet way. The system
is not well thought out, and i8 not carried
out in detail, and the result is that the
people can get no advantage from it.
In order to cheapen the fish supply,
the Giovernment have not only to get the
article from the ocean and bring it to
their ports, but they have to control
the distribution of it. They have to
control the production so that it gets to
the consumer.

The Premier: How could we bring
about an increased production of fish ?

Hon., FRANK WILSON: It is of
course possible to get more fish from
the ocean, otherwise the policy would
be of no effect. As a matter of fact
the State fish supply is a farce, and of
no benefit to the people. If I had my
way, I would close down the fish stalls
altogether. In & period of thres months
the fish buginess of the Covernment has
gone to the bad to the extent of £1,170C.
I do not suppose there is a stock of
fish on hand to make good the shortage,
or that the Government have any hook
debts to account for it, so that we must
agsume they are drifting to leeward
to the extent of £4,000 or £3,000 a year.
I object to the principle and to the
administration, and support a reduction
in the vote to emphasise that objection.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes .. .o 14
Noes .- .- .. 13
Majority against 1
Avza,
Mr. Allen © Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Connolly Mr. Plesse
Mr. George Mr. Roblnsan
Mr. Hardwlick Mr. Smith
Mr. Harrison Mr. Willmout
Mr. Hickmott « Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. fefroy Mr. Gilehrist
. (Teller).
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NOES.
Mr. Apgwin My, Seaddan
Mr., Chesson Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Cailtier Mr, Tayior
Mr, Foley Mr. Thomas .
Mr, Green Me. Underwood
Mr. Johnston Mre, A AL Wil
Mr. Mullany | Mr. Tiolton
Mr. O'Loghlen ( Telter).

Amendment thus negatived.
Vote put and pnssed.
Vote—State Hotels, £29,430 :

Mr. GEQORGE : We have no balance
sheet of the State hotels, though four
months have elapsed since the close
of the financial year. " A cash concern
onght to produce its balance sheet
promptly. TUnless a balance sheet is
furnished, 1 shall have to move a re-
duction.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : This vole
represents  an  expenditure, including
£1,700 for interest, of £31,000 odd.
The estimated profit is £4,300. Thit
is not a fair thing. There must he six
or seven of these hotels, and for the
establishment at Dwellingup an ingoing
of £4,300 could he obtsined in eon-
sideration of a seven years’ lease. For
the first three months of the current
year the expenditure on State hotels
has exceeded the revenue by ahout
£4,000.  Although fair stocks must he
carried at times, and although the new
hotels require to be stocked, the excess
of expenditure over revenue seems
ominous for the success of the under
taking.

The lMinister for Alines: Several of
the State hotels in new agricultural
districts have been much affected hy
the bad seasons.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: In my
opinion, the CGiovernment ought to close
down even on State hotels, or at all
events not build any more just now.

The Premier: We are not building
any nmwore just now.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : The times
are too stringent and the cost of money
s tno great to justify us in embarkin:
on these ventures. In particular, tha
present high cost of money means sadd-
ling an .undertnking with permauent,
heavy cost. .
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The PREMIER: The Government
have decided that under existing con-
ditions it is not desirable to devote funds
to the building of new hotels. One
hotel is in course of erection at Corrigin
and one at Bolgart ; and these will be
completed, making the total number
of State hotels seven. In every case
but one these hotels have shown a profit,
and in two cases they have repaid their
capital cost twice over—at Gwalia and
at Dwellingup. The Government have
provided facilities for the public outside
mere drinking, and the general upkeep
of State hotels is heavier than the
upkeep of private hotels similarly cir-
cumstanced. The State hotels in country
districte are very much ahend of private
hotels in the country. It is true that
some of the State hotels in the country
have been erected ahead of existing
requirements, but the districts will
expand. Moreover, in view of the fact
that no other license can be granted
within 15 miles of a State hotel, some-
thing substantial is required. The State
hotels are not shanties like some private
hotels, the existence of which is a disgrace
to the State and to the licensing benches.
Our country hotels are showing a fairly
decent profit, inssmuch as the State
hotels in the aggregate pay the cost of
all work connected with the liquor
traffic, such as inspection of liquor, ms
well as expenditure connected with
fourist resorts. The State employs only
barmen, who are paid the best rates
and are furnished with the hest accom-
modation. As far as possible we select
married men to manage our hotels, and
we do not object to the size of the
family, and all of them are kept at the
expense of the hotel. My opinion is that
we should encourage men to enter the
State hotel service a8 barmen with a
view to qualifying for a managership,
and that we should not object to em.
ploying a man because of the number
of his children. I think it can be said
thet the State hotels are favoured by
the public generally because the accom-
modation provided is hetter, the liquor
is first ¢lass, and the provisions of the
Licensing Act are observed. In the
circumstances there is no ground for

£72)

2023

complaint because the profits are not
larger.

Mr. FOLEY : I know that the Premier
and the Attorney OGeneral give efiect
t0 their views regarding the employment
of married men. I deprecate the iact
that any officer in the Ctovernment service
should consider a man debarred from
employment because of his being married.
However, I have always held that a
man ocught not to shield behind a petti-
coat to keep his job. Clertainly it is to
the benefit of the State to employ
marriedd men in its hotels, because the
married man is more likely to he steady
and will be more disposed to remain in
the district where he is etationed. In
my opinion the State hotels are run well.
I have had the opportunity of visiting
many of the State hotels and I can say
that it is impossible to get better accom-
modation than that which is provided
at Gwalia. We have good men managing
some of the State hotels, but in regard
to the others it is possible to find fault
with them. At Bruce Rock the public
are not catered for as they should be. 1
srrived there recently at ten minutes to
seven o'clock in the evening snd found
that it was not possible to get dinner.
A common 3ense manager would have
ascertained from the railway authorities
how many people were likely to arrive
by the train, Of course I did not go
without anything to eat, but one would
have expected something better irom a
State hotel. There is 8 sum on the
Estimates of £28,200. I do not know
whether that includes anything for
stock ; if it does, I contend that s
mistake is being made in some of
the State hotels by not allowing the
managers to buy their own stock under
the best conditions. When we are run-
ning & business of this kind, the managers
are expected to kmow exaetly what is
wanted and they should be able to pur-
chase it wherever it is possible to get it.
The managers should be allowed a little
more latitude in regard to the purchase
of stock. I am glad to know that at
the present time the question of the
prosecutions for had liquor is under the
one head. In a few years’ time, when
the department gets going, they will be
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able to guarantee to the public that, no
matter what the hotel, only the best
liquor is supplied.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Hotels
owned by the State should be run,
not so much for profit as for the better
regulation of the liquor traffic.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They are run
at a loss, or would he if rents were
charged.

The Premier: No. Two of them
have repaid their capital outiay twice
over.

.Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Tt would
not require & genius to make a big profit
at either Gwalia or Dwellingup. At
the State hotels too much attention
is given to pushing the sale of liquor, as
against affording proper accommodation
to the travelling public.

The Premier: That is not soc at any
State hotel.

Mr. Smith: It was my experience at
Bruce - Rock.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I was

gurprised to find that at the State
hotel at Corrigin there was only a bar,
and no other agcommodation.

The Premier: The hotel is not open
yet.

Hon. J. B. CONNOLLY : T obhject
to a State hotel consisting of a bar only.

The TPremier: When completed it
will supply all aceommodation.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : But you
should not be so anxious to push the sale
of liquor as to open the bar months before
any accommodation is provided for the
public. ’

The Premier: We have put up &
magnificent building.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Probably
too big for the place; but you need
not have been so anxious to open the
bar. There ia any amount of sly-grog
gelling going on.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
unfair reflection.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1t is
perfectly correct.  Sly-grog selling is
going on to-day in the eountry districts
and no attempt is made to atop it.

Vote put and passed.

That is an
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Voto—State Implement and Engineering
Works, £163,827 ;

Mr. WILLMOTT: I have here a
statement showing that there has been
e loss of £40,000 on these works for
the year.

The Premier :
by *

Mr, WILLMOI'T : By one who should
know.

The Minister for Works : What year?

Mr. WILLMOTT : This year, ending
September.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
multiplied the loss hy four.

The Premier: Why not tell us who
gave you the information ?

Mr. WILLMOTT : T want to know
if it is correct. The Minister for Warks
knows who wrote the letter.

The Premier : The late manager.

Mr. WILLMOTT : I do not know.
1 desire to know if the sftatement is
correct.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
ptatement which the hon. member refers
to shows a [oss of £10,000 for the first
three months.

Mr. Willmott :
for the year. )

The MINISTER FOR WORNKS: It
stafes that an interiin balance sheet
was got out and that it showed a loss
of £10,000. There has been no interim
balance sheet, and as for the loss of
£10,000 I may say that on the 4¢th May
last the same authority supplied me with
information showing a profit of £40,000.
The same person made both statements.

Hon. Frank Wilson : What is the posi-
tion ? : ’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
balence sheet is not audited.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That does not
matter ; what is the position -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
member for Trwin recently asked some
questions which give a fair idea of the
position. A few wecks ago I tried to
place before members the position of the
works. It is not nreessary to go over
that ground ageain, An inquiry has been
held by a Royal Comnmissioner since.
During the last 12 months the works
have been far from s\ isfortory,

Who is the statement

You have

Which means £40,000

T
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Hon. Frank Wilson:
inception.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
referring to the period during which 1
have had to deal with them. Since I
addressed the House on this subject, I
have been trying to obtain the rosts
of manufacturing some of the implements.
A new man has taken charge, but with
the mess in which he found the place
some months will be required to put
things in order. We now have an officer
for the express purpose of ascertaining
the costs. The costs of manufacturing
one machine were such that I immediately
geve instructions to take no further
orders for machines of that kind until
the matter is reviewed. The costs of
another machine being prepared, 1 have
been told, are not too satisfactory. I
want to state clearly that unless we can
manufacture agricultural implements at
a cheaper rate than we are doing, we
shall cease manufacturing them. Last
year the works showed & very heavy
loss. What the amount will be 1 cannot
say exactly, but I can assure members it
will be over £30,000—that is, for the
year ended 30th June last.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 7That means
nearly £40,000 since the works started.

The MINISTER FOR WORNKS: I
was not satisfied with the position. I
asked the Under Treasurer to get the
Audit Department to make a special
audit, and eventually I hope to arrive at
the exact position of the works. I sent
an, officer to go through the whote of the
work carried out during the past 12
months, and ascertain where losses have
been made so that we shall know the
exact position. All the losses have not
occurred in connection with manufacture
of implements, because the losses made
have equalled the total value of the
implements which have heen sold.

Mr. Willmott: I was going to ask if
you intend to knock off making imple-
ments and to continue making under-
carriages for trucks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Dur-
ing the past year about £37,000 or £38,000
worth of work has been carried out for
the Stete Government, and about £9,000
worth for the Commonwealth Covern.

Ever since the
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ment. After discussing the matter with
tha acting manager, I have coneluded
that it will be better for us to refrain
from tendering for railway trucks. This
is not in our line of business. We have
40 under-carriages to make for the Com-
monwealth Government, and the acting
manager uniortunately has left’ to him
a legacy and in sll probability the manu-
facture of those trucks will result in a
loss of £5,0000 Immediately I ascertained
that an error had boen made I wondered
whether we could get out of the contract.
but the material had been ordered
and £2,000 or £3,000 worth of work had
hoen dono, so we shall have to carry out
our contract. 1t is my intention to
thoroughly investigate this matter. I
have a good manager who has been
brought up in the department, and
who is spoken of highly by the officers
who have trained him and I believe ‘he
will assist to place these works in a
satisfactory position, which at present
they are far from.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: And give them a
square deal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
expect this year to sell a fair humber of
machines, and from the costs already
placed before me, I am afraid the manu-
facture aof those machines will result in a
loss. Theat was my reason for stopping .
the taking of any more orders until the
matter has been thoroughly inguired
into. Without doubt there has becn too
much reaching out for work which the
State can very well do without. We have
taken several contracts which have
resulted in losses. If we confine ourselves
to work which the concern was estab-
lished to undertake, I hope and believe
it will turn out a satisiactory and payable
proposition. Rearrangements will have
to be made ; extra machinery to manu-
facture implements must be installed,
because, to make agricultural implements
suceessfully and cheaply, we must have
proper machinery to do away with a lot
of the hand labour now necessary.
Every machine we turn out is thoroughly
well mado and is satisfactory, and I have
no fear that in future the works will
prove more satisfactory than in the past.
Some of our engines have not proved
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& success. Some have been returned,
and we have stopped manufacturing
them until we can get & satisfactory
engine, that is, for irrigation work. In
the past vear a total of £3,000 or £4,000
has been knocked off various accounts,
in eonsequence of machinery not giving
satisfaction, through machines being re-
turned and through overcharges in con-
nection with work sarried out for various
departments. The acting ‘manager has
had uphill work during the few months
he has been in charge, but I hope that,
with the assistance of his offivers, he
will be able to put the works on a satis-
factory basis. I do not desire to deal
with the inquiry which was held recently.
All I can say is it white-washed the lot
of us.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I ean under-
stand the feelings of the Minister when
making guch a humiliating statement to
the Committes. I adinire his openness
in at once admitting the position in
which the Goverumnent find themselves,
and the evident sincerity with which he
has set about to rectify those mistakes
which ought to have been more apparent
to the Clovernment than they have been
in the 18 months the works have been
in operation.’ I e¢an conceive of no
more distressing position for any Govern

. ment or Minister to be in then to have
& legaey of this description tvast on his
shoulders, and to have to admit that
the whole of the works are in a state of
chaos, and that, so far as the finansial
admintstration is concerned, they have
up to the present proved disastrous.
I must in self-defence remind the Premier
and his colleagues that, times out of
number, during the past four years,
I have pointed out to them from my
place in this House that they could not
possibly nake a success of the works
as they were laid out, designed, and
managed. In other words, I pointed ont
that they had attempted too much.
They started off with the idea that they
had a heaven-sent manager who was
endowed with all the experience of
managers who have passed through all
different departments connected with
the manufacture of the hundred and
one different classes of machinery. In
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my opinion it is impossible to get one
particular man who iz a specialist in
the manufacture of all ¢classes of machines
or implements, ranging from water meters
to railway waggons for the Trans-Aus-
tralian railway, and including the agri-
cultural implemnents and gencral repair
work whieh these Works were designed
to carry out, or any man to make a
success of works situated as these were.
no matter who the man might be. What
are we to say to the Clovernment which
have absolutely refused to listen to any
advice on the subjett, and which indeed
rejetted any sugpestion of adviee from
this side of the House with seorn and
contempt ' [ have on many otcasions
been scverely hurt by the personal
interjections which were flung across
the Chamber against me when I was
pointing ont to the Government directions
in which they were going wrong, and I
have been hurt by the imputations which
have heen so frequently indulged ‘in,
Any suggestion emanating from this side
of the House is received with jeers. I
want to know why the Premier’s instruc-
tions, which he says he has givén, in
regard to the accounts have not been
enforced. Week after week, to the end
of Qutober, we have hacl these reports
fromn the Auditor General in regard to
the accounts. Last night a return was
placed on the Table of the House waich
stated—

The work is well in hand. The
gtatements received cannot he con-
siderad as final as the stores on hand
at the 30th June last, being a part
of the trust stores, are not included.
Mr. James (ardiner: I would make

the Auditor General’s Department sit ap
if T was Premier.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is not
the Auditor General who is at fault;
it is the Comnptroller of Aceounts.

Mr. James Gardiner: You are re-
ferring to the Auditor General’s report,
are you not ?

Hon. FRANK
state of the audit.
The return goes on—

The necessary figures, T am informed,
have not yet been supplied to the de-
partment. .

WILSON: To the
He is not to blame.
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The Auditor Cieneral cannot counclude his
sudit becauss certain stores have not
Ibnen taken into account. The Auditor
General has no power over the depart-

ment. The Comptroller of Accounts is
the man.
Mr. James Cardiner: They allow

things to stand, and go on standing,
as long as they can he put on the files.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN : 1 know that,
but let us blame the right man. The
Auditor Cieneral can only audit accounts
when they are subinitted to him, but the
Comptroller of Accounts can insist upon
accounts being produced. 1If they have
not besn produced someone ought to
be sacked. If 1 could not get the
Comptroller of Aceounts to see that the
ateounts were produced to the Auditor
Cienersl T should take steps to find out
what he was doing.

The Minister for Mines: There were
several difficulties in the way this year
bocause stock had to be taken of every-
thing, after the late manager left in May.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They would
not take stock unti! the end of June,
when they were balancing.

The Premier : They could not halance
until they had completed the stock
taking. There are thonsands of spare
parts there.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 know
that. The hon. gentleman has had
sufficient experience to know what this
means. There are works a hundred
times larger than these State Implement
Works where balances are made every
year, and where the acecounts and balance
sheets are audited long before these are.

The Jlinister for Works: This is
dealing with the stores.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: T know;
it deals with the whole thing. I know
all about it.

The Minister for Works: Then you

would not do the same as has been done
here ¥
The Premier: The Audit Department
have other accounts to audit besides
these.
~Hon. FRANK WILSON : Ii the
PréYaier cannot get his accounts out
in time some one ought to be dismissed.
Mr. James Gardiner: Hear, hear!
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: @i the
agcounts cannot Dle aundited in time
outside assistance ought to be brought
in to enable this ta be done.

Mr. James Cardner: I would go
through the Department from top to
bottom and meke a clean sweep.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The whole
thing is deplorable, so deplorable that it
reflects upon Parliament and upon the
whole country. Here are Works estab-
lished under such a systemn that they
cannot possibly be a success, and the
only way to make them a success now
is for the (overnment to adopt the
method outlined by the Minister, namely
to get rid of all extraneous works, in
connection  with  the mamdacture of
which they do not employ the necessary
experts and with which those employed
arc not conversant, and confine their
operations to undertakings which they
do know how to control and manage.

The Premier: The idea of trying to
compete with the Midland Junetion
Workshops in  the nanufacture of
waggons !

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: The idea
of taking on waggons which are going
to show a loss of £5,000 unless the
State recoups ii, when the Rocky Bay
Works, started under the auspices of
the Labour Covermument, are practically
assisting to shut up the neighbouring
works and throw their men out of
employment ! The thing is preposter-
ous. I want the Covernment to insist
upon these accounts being audited.
We have no right to be asked to consider
these Estimates until we are in possession
of the whole facts. I have glanced
through the report of the Royal Com-
missioner, Mr. Justice Northmore, who
was appointed to inquire into these
Works. I find that he says—

It is unfortunately true that in
the year and 11 months during which
the Works were under his manage
ment a very heavy loss was made,
and to some extent the late manager
must be held responsible for that loss.

The Minister has told us what the loss
is approximately, that it ig praetically
that mentioned by the Leader of the
Country Party, namely, £40,000 since
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the inception of the Works. That is
deplorable. What is the reason for it ?
The reason is that the Covernment
selected & man and pinned their faith
to him. They did not take the advice
of anyone or of any responsible men
who were experts in the manufacture of
implements, waggons, water meters, and
the hundred and one different items
connected  with  .engineering. They
simply pinned their faith to this manager,
notwithstanding that he had taken on
far miore work than he could possibly
contrdl, or that anyone with any know-
ledge” of engineering would have *aken
on at the sulary offered, or indezd at any
price at oll. The sun rose and set
on thet gentleman until the hon.
gentleman who is now Minister for
‘Works took charge of the department.
I reinember the 'late Minister for Lands
eulogising this man as the best manager
who could possibly be got—as the
manager who was going to prove a
huge success. ‘

Mr. James Gardiner :
mistakes.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: We make
nothing but mistakes in all our State
enterprises latterly.

Mr. James Gardiner: I think the
manager’s own evidence proves that he
was not the man for the joh.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : It has been
puinted out over and over again that he
wag not the man for the job. That was
patent to anyone with a knowledge of
engineering, No sane engineer would
have taken on suech a job, It is im-
possible to construct sewing machines
at a profit in a locomotive shop, and
yet we tried to construct meters in agrieul-
tural implement works. We even tried
to repair motor cars in works caleulated
for harbour and river repairs. Not
content with that, we went further and
get out to build wagons. TUnder such
conditions success is unattainable. One
must specialise. However, we have
drifted into this uniortunate position.

We all make

Last year I pointed out that the imple-

ment works could not possibly prove a
success while the Government were
taking credit for paying the employees
on an average 2s. per day per man more
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than was paid to the employess at
MeKay's works in Vietoria. T said it
wag an impossibility to compete on such
terms with McKay and sell implements
at prices from 25 to 30 per cent. lower
than McKay's prices, no matter how
clever our manager might be. That
ought to have been sufficient to warn
the Government of whither they were
drifting.

~Mr. James Gardiner: There is £20
commission on a MecKay harvester.

Hon: FRANK WILSON: One can-
not sell these machines without paying
gome commission. The gas engines con-
astrueted at the -implements works have
not proved & suecess, and the Minister
has rightly stopped their manufacture.

The Minister for Works : The present
mangger did that.

Hon., FRANK WILSON : Implements
are manufactured at a loss, and wagons
are constructed at a loss. Kven de-
partimental work ‘done at the works is
pnot paying, hecause of the excessive
cost. The only gleam of hope in con-
nection with the whole concern is that
the . Minister realises the position, and
owns up to it, and is geing to do his
best to set matters right. If he will
take advice from mie in the spirit in
which it is offered, he will get a board
of three—s practical man, a financial
man, and & business man—to confer and
to go mto the whole undertaking.
He had far better spend a few hundred
pounds on a board of that description
with a view to getting the works placed
on a proper footing, than ask for money
to extend the works, which in my
opinjon are quite large enough for the
good of the State.

The Minister for Works : There is no
intention ta extend the works.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 8o far as
the works are concerned, let us con-
centrate our attention upon meeting our
departmental requirements cheaply and
expeditiously, rather than set ocut to
shut up the private engineering enter-
prises already in this State. I do not
want to labour the position, but let us
look at some of the figures for a mom®nt.
The Treasury figures show for the
first three months of the current financial



[2F Ocroper, 19137

year a revenue of some £7,000 from
the works. The revenue should be
larger than that. Implements are going
out now., The harvest is coming on.
Whatever saies there are of implements
are being mode now.

The Pretnier: The money will be
coming in now.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Probably
the only sales made are effested tlirough
the Industries Assistance Board, who
find the moneyv and pay the implement
works.

The Premier: No. The board
guarantes the tisst payment in February.

Hon. FRANIK WILSON: The ex-
penditure . for. the first three months,
according to the TFreasury figures,
amounted to some £32,000. There is
a difference of £25,000 between revenue
and expenditure. That money is not
in implements. Twenty-five thousand
pounds’ worth of implements has not
been sold this year. The piling up of
stock ought not to go on year after year.
The works should now begin to show
& substantial margin of profit. to cover
the stock which has been acewmulating
during - the previous twelve months.
To be on a proper business footing,
the works should be provided. as re-
quired by the law, with sufficient eapital
to fit up the shop and also to finance
their undertakings.

The Premier-: [ am glad we did not
adopt that course with-the late manager.
It would have meant a million.

Hon. TRANK WILSON : Then FPar-
liament would have some check. The
works might have heen provided with
a vapital of £100,000. Isuppose £150,000
is locked up in them now, including
stocks. Under those conditions the Gov.
ernment. if they wanted more capital
for the works. would have been com-
pelled to come to Parliament for it
gend would have been obliged to furnish
an explanation of the need for additiona]
capital, in the same way as directors
have to satisfy their shareholders of the
need for further capital. Knowing that
the works had already made a loss of
£40,000, Parliament would have refused
to sink more of the people’s money in
them. I hope the Minister will not

-hinuseif.
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attempt to straighten the works up
He cannot do it, and also
attend to the work of his department as
he should. He requires expert adviee.
as 1 have suggested ; and I hope the
Government will decide that the Min-
ister shall have that advice.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Like the
leader of the Opposition, T have a good
deal of sympathy with the Minister
for Works, who has had the courage to
acknowledge that there hng been a
failure. The Minigter has said, in effect,
“We have been making mistakes, and
we are going to try and correct them.”
I believe these works are of benefit
to the State. T do not intend to o
into the everlasting question of State
versug private enterprise ; I have heard
of it ever since I have come into this
House and I know the arguments off
by rotation, but T do want to say that
the Ministry with which I was nssociated
very nearly started State fmplement
works because il was recognised they
were & necessity. Occasionally these
State concerns are very fine policemen
in checking other concerns and the
community may nof have been paying
too big a price ta have such policemen
in ‘the commercial life of the State.
Minigters have done with State money
what they would never have dreamed
of doing with private money- [ know
of a dock at Fremantle. The leader
of the Opposition has been a Minister
of the Crown and it makes me more
generous in my eriticism to Ministers.
because 1 am conscious of errors which
I myself have comimitted. T do not
want s halo round my head for the
work 1 did. ‘

Hon. Frank Wilson: Purliament
was responsible for the dock, and the
labour supporters approved of it.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I do
not cire who approved of it. Ministers
have spent public money in a way they
would not have thought of doing if they
had been responsible fur private instead
of public funds. T did it mysell, but |

never blamed anyone clse.
Hon. Frank Wikon : 1 do not think

vou did.
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Mr. JAMES GARDINER : I did and
did not make any mistake about it.
There is a good deal of posing for saint-
ship in this House but sometimes our
halos are likely to slip down and choke
us, This matter is of sericus importance
to the State and I want to say there is
not a man on either side of the Houze
who does not want to see the State
manufacture of implements a success
if it can be made a success. It is vital
to the party I represent, and that is why
I am laying myself out to criticise it
more severcly than T wounld any other
venture. It i not right for us to keep
a gilent tongue on anything which affects
our interests and he severe on that
which does not affect us. I am glad that
the Minister for Works has given the
figures, because they come out to nearly
what I made them from the Ggurcs
which I obtained. 'Fhere is £74,150
from loan funds. In 1913-14 the ex-
penditure was £84,572 and the revenue
£43,385, showing that to capital account
that year we had to transfer £41,187,
In 1914-15 the expenditure was £142,300
and the revenue £73,313, so that we had
to transfer to capital account that
year £68,687. Weo had creditors at the
end of that term £5,568, making a total
of £189,490, which had to go to eapital
account. We sold apparently £108,000
worth of plant. I put the profit on that
at roughly £13,000, practically 15 per
cent., making £204,490 to capital accourit.
It must be clearly underatood that
this does not provide for any profit on
sundry debtors of £41,684 or any profit
on the bhalance of the expenditure of
£688,000. The stock and implements
amounted to £49,689, sundry debtors to
£41,684, and all other asseta totalled
£33,902, making a total of £175,275.
If we take that from the capital account
of £204,490 we get £29,215, on my
way of reckoning. That is not taking
into consideration any profit on sundry
creditors or manufactured stock. 'There
wag 6 provision out of that amount for
bad debts of £2,097 and for depreciation
£6,310, We are now asked to pass
expenditure of £163,827 for this year
and the receipts are to be £128,000,

80 that consequently there is a deht
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to go to capital account of £35,827.
If we add that to the assets that we now
held, £175,275, it will show that the
capital of this trading econcern at the
end of the present financial year would
amount to £211,000. That will be the
position if we pass these Estimates and
if the figures are realised at the end of
the year. I find that the manager of
these Works receives £700 a year.
If T knew of a man willing, for the
remuneration of £700 a year, to take
the responsibility of running a trading
concern with a capital of a quarter
of a million and a turnover of £150,000
a year, I would say he was mad. These
concerns require good management, I
am not wedded to having for manager
a man wheo is an expert manufacturer.
A manager need not know the difference
between a fly-wheel and a cog-wheel.
We require a business man who will
want to know all about the figures
and the profits, and will be content to
let the others know all about the technical
side of the works. To get that essential
business experience we must pay a

high ealary. The Minister requires sorme
assistance to get the hest man. In a
private business the directors when

choosing a manager have a collective
brain to put into the selection. There
are two essentials in successful business
managentent. One is that the capital-
isation shall be such that the manager
in his working can pay interest and
whatever obligations he has under it ; the
other, that the management shall be of
the best. It is not fair to any Minister
to ask him to be an expert in every
departinent he manages. If he could
manage all these departments he would
be getting £5,000 a year, and would be
well worth it. Yet the Committee holds
the Minister responsible, and we are going
to pass a salary of £700 a year for & man
t0 manage a trading enterprise with
enormous ramifications and a turnover
of £150,000. Let us say in cominon
fairness, it is not the work of a Minister
to do that. We have so much capital
involved in this venture that the Com.
mittee has to do its bhest to see that
the scheme is a success. It is all very

well to say cut it out. 1 do not feel
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like pensalising these people to the extent
of £50,000 & year interest for all time
because we cannot show oumelves com-
petent as a Committee to give valuable
advice to Ministers as to how these things
shallbe managed. There has been too
much politics in the questions and answers
asked and given in respect to this par-
ticular trading concern. One side has
been asking questions for policital reasons,
and the other side replying for political
reasons. Let us throw this out. When
the Minister comes and says ** These are
our difficulties,” let us say “ There is not
going to be any politics in this. bat an
lonest desire to give honest advice, and
assist to make the thing a success.” To
me it will be a personal shame if I cannot
suggest to Ministers some business
methods by which they ecan properly
control these things. I am satisfied that
if Ministers do nothing else they are
controlling the prices charged by other
poople. Nwnbers of these agricultural
nmuchines which have been supplied on
trust we honestly believe can be made
pay. We do not know what informetion
Ministers were getting. If the State is
going in for this kind of thing we cannot
afford to produce chewper than the other
man, and give the same terms. If the
Siste is going to cheapen the construc-
tion of any piece of machinery, it will
have to be sold to the purchaser at as
near cash price es possibic ; otherwise
we will require an enormous floating
eapiral to finence the proposition, and it
cannot be done for the money. In this
Coramittee are men public-spirited
enough, espeeially after what the Minister
told us to-night, to say “ We will give
you any hours you like, to discuss this,
and see what help we cen afford.” I
I have any business brains for which
other prople are prepared to psy hirhly,
1 will take all the sneers the Press give
mu—if I ean help this State at the pre-
sent juncture with any advice Ministers
can count upon it. Unless we can help
Minisiers, we have no right to be sitting
here. In a way it is setisfactory to me
to know that not the whole of this loss
has been made over agricultural imple-
ments.  As the member for Murray-
Wellington has said, we have to separate
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these departments. The Minister has-
said, and rightly too, that this thing
is not paying. Woll, do not make any
more of them. That is what we would
say. Where £200,000 capital is in a
business, not one of us would say cut
it out, without first having a try to rectify
it. Wae constantly hear the ecry, * Cut it
out.” If heed were given to it there would
be half a million cut out, and are we going
to sacrifice that amount of the people’s
money without a struggle to make the
concern a suecess ? The responsibility
rests a good deal with this House. We
cannot expect any Minister to be an
expert. He must be advised by his-
ofticers. Never since | have beon in the
House or since L left Ministerial office
have I said anything against a Minister,
because he is so often the victim of his
departimental officers. If Ministers are
to take charge of business concerns we
ghall have to pay them business men's
salaries or we shall not get the best pos-
gible advice. A lesson which comes ¢o
us is that a man might be extrerely
popular at the poll and become a Minister
of the Crown, but it does not follow that
the popularity at the poll gives him
qualifications shich other mon have taken
25 years to gain. It is no discredit that
any man without husiness training
should be led away in connection with
business concerns. It should be possible
for the officers to place their reports
before the Minister so thai he, as a man
of commonsense, should be able to
clearly see whether o conesmm will result
in a profit or a loss. 1t is becauss I
feel strongly that we cannot afford to
say we will let this capital go that any
advice I can give to Ministers will be
willingly given.

Mr. GEORGE : With a great deal of
what the hon. member has said 1 agree.
I can carry iy memory back a good
many years in connection with engineer-
ing concerns in other countries, as well
as In Australia. 1ozens and dozens
1 have known, and the fingers on one
hand would be too many on which to
count engineering concerns which, with
simply an engineer at their head, have
proved successful. The training for a
tradesman is so different from that re-
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quired by a commercial man that the
only engineering concerns [ have known
to prove successful have been those having
in the partnership a union of the com-
mercial man and the engineer. The
salary of £700 for the management of
the State Iioplewment and Engineering

Works might have been fair had the

operations been uvonfined to the manu.
facture of implements. It is useless to
unite the nanuiacture of agricultural
implemente with orcdinary engineering
and foundry work and expect to make
& success of it. The member for Trwin
referred to officers misleading Ministers.
Are we quite fair to the officers when we
expect them, professional men as a rule,
to be trained in business and able to
give Dbusiness advice to the Minister
who may have had little or much ex-
perience ?

Thu Minister for Mines: Many of our
best professional men are notoricusly
lagking in business.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not wish to
anticipate discussion in connection with
the freezing works at Wyndham, but
in the evidence members will find in-
stances where advice placed before Min-
isters with quite honest intentions was
not such as would have been accepted
by the head of any commereial house, but
they had not the time, or their training
was such that they were not in a position
to advise properly and so trouble
resulted. One of the items on which
there has been a big loss at the imple.
ment works is the manufacture of trucks,
and I believe in the estimates for this
work itemns of material of the value of
nearly £100 par truck were omitted.

The Minister for Works: The manu-
facture of these trucks is not yet com-
Poted.

Mr. GEORGE: If I am correctly in-
formed the main steel work, girders,
channel irons, and so on were omitted
from the estimates. This would not bhe
done wilfully, Then how would it come
about? Simply because the man had
too much on his shounlders and could not
give the estimates the close attention
he otherwise would have done. The
works have grown so greatly that they
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have as yet hardly got into their stride,
vet all the responsibility is on ihe man-
ager. [t is unfair that ke should be re-
sponsihle for. all the manufacturing de-
tails, and at .the same time be liable to
be pulled to pieces on matters which
might he attended to by a man who has
not been trained in manufacturing work.
There is-another thing which might prob-
ably aecount for a good deal of the capi-
tal . expenditure. I have no idea of the
amount of stoek or material on hand at
the works, but to take one item alone,
they had over 3,000 tons of pig iron in
stoek. With a comparatively small turn-
over 1 cannot see why sueh a stock,
worth £15,000 to £18,000, should be re-
quired.  TE possible one hikes to have a
big stoeck on hand to meet an emergency,
but there is no necessity for the works
to keep a stock of 3,000 fons of pig iron.
They have not the cupola arrangements
to use such a cquantity. Even if they
were using 100 tons a day, and there is
nn work wlhich could be given by this
State which would require the use of (hat
rquantity, there would be practically six
weeks stock on hand. There is no neces-
sity to earrv such a stock, because pig
iron can always be obtained. The same
argament applies also to sfeel har iron,
and all materiai required for imple-
ments. A strong business man at the
head of affairs. who understoed finances
and commercial matters, would see that
his stock did not over accummulate.

Mr. Harrison : If necessary they
should he ahle to dispose of a large
quantity.

Mr. GEQRGE: That is what we all
do in a rising market. When the mar-
ket seems likely to rise and we can get
the money, we buy stock and get it in.

The Minister for Works: There was
not such a laree amount of stoek on
June 30th.

My, GEQRGE: There was supposed
tv bhe 3.000 tons of stock on hand.

The Minister for Works: This was
stores,

My, GEQRGE: It was said to be in
connection with the implement works,

The Minister for Works: I hope it is.
It will knock off some of our losses.
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Mr. GEORGE: Tt came before ug in

a minute that there were 3.000 ions
of pig iron in stock, and that this
stuck was going to be increased. That

is one direction in which there might
be a considerable amount locked up
i the way of capital. which would
be required for the works in oiher di-
rections. With a eommercial man at the
head of affairs, and wiih the possibility
of the market rising he would not re-
quire to keep a large stock. | would say,
with all the weight T ean. that if this
were my concern ] should separate the
impletnent works from the machinery
works., Each partienlar division, with
the lurge amount-of capitai that is re-
guired for it, is enfitled to have a sepa-
rate manager at its head, to whom it
would pay the State to give a greater
salary than £700 a year. The Govern-
ment should also engage the services of
a commercial man with experience and

knowledge of the markets, and who
knew something about the trade and
a considerahle amount abont  finanving,

to keep these other two gentlemen in
their respective places.  IHis business
would be to see that the machinery and
implements which the managers turned
out were disposed of in suel a way as
to return o profit on the outlay. 1f on
ille oifier hand ilere is a loss he would
be in a position to say to the managers
‘““You have had £40,000. what have vou
done with the money?  In this way the
fitness or otherwise of the inanagers
would be proved.

Mr. Harrison: And in that way you
would improve the position.

Mr, GEORGE: Yes. In connection
with the different engineering works
there, I may say that costing is the work
almost of an artist. and it is watched
closelv. It cannot, however, be watched
closelv by a man if he is overworked.

The Minister for Works: We have a
good man down there now engaged on
costing.

Mr. GEORGE: T believe he is a good
man. He was formerly emploved in the
Railway Department at a salary of
£140 per annom. He ought to be paid
well, because he is an honest worker.
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The Minister for Works: I think he is
in receipt of £230 per annum now.

Mr. GEORGE: 1 think Mr. Shaw is
now the manager of these works. i
know him well, 1 would, however, like
to see him confined to the enginering
part of the works solely, rather than
that he should run the risk of taking on
more than he ean carry out, and perhaps
lose his reputation as a result. [ should
have a strong line drawn between the
two hbranches of work down there. Tt
might be pessible to run foundry and
casting work together, but the finishing
work on implements and all classes of
engineering work should bhe kept entively
separate. When I was engaged on
engineering work in this State and in
England we absolutely threw on ~ one
side anything in the shape of repair
work, heecause we found that this inler-
fered with our mannfacture. My advice
to Lhe Government would be to act in the
same way tn regard to their engineering
works here. They should not allow the
works to be turned into a pair of Siam-
ese bwins, hecanse properly speaking the
bwo classes of work whieh T have indi-
cated are entirely distinet from each
otlier. A man engaged on agricultural
implements cannot turn ont a satisfae-
tory job when engaged in engineering
work at the same time. 1 agree with the
member for Irwin that it is time that
these and other undertakings of the
(Giovernment were hrought under the Aet,
under which they were created, in
regard to capital account. It is only a
question of hookkeeping. If the finances
of these concerns are conducted as they
shonld be conducted, namely, on ordinary
business lines, a check on the Treasury
bhank book would enable the Minisler to
see at once how these works were pro-
gressing. He shonld also he able, when
the account is overdrawn af any time, to-
ask for an explanation and insist upon
eefting it, In the past Ministers have had
a diffieulty in getiing information exeept
at the cost of a great deal of irouble, T am
hopeful that after the changes which have:
been made by the Minister, especially if
be can supplement them in the way sug-
gested by the member for Irwin and
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supported by mysell, that these works,
whieh have involved the country in a
gquarter of a million of money, will not
be serapped. We cannot afford to serap
them now. 1f it i1s found that they ean-
not be carvied on without econsulerable
loss we might be ahle to dispose of them
to someone. [ shonld indeed be sorry to
see them closed up now, or serapped. We
are commifted to them now and we must
help Hiem along in every way we can.

12 oclock, midnight.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
large proportion of these works which
have heen pluced under the Trading Con-
cerns Act is really a part of ihe old Har-
bour Workshops, which were brought
into existence for the purpose of carry-
ing ont certain Giovernment operations.
The whole capital account is not bronght
into existence with the object of con-
structing  agricultural implements, nor
has this expense heen hrought about ex-
presslv for the manufacture of imple-
ments. A portion of this expense would
have to be met for (Government works
even if no implements were manufae-
tured ai all. I assure hon. members that
T am always pleased to have any assist-
ance they may render. The (iovernment
have bheen handicapped as regards the
implement wovks by inability to obtain
figures of cost. T trust lhe member for
Murray-Wellington iz right in his state-
ment that there is £18,000 worth of piw
iron at (he works, which would reduce
the Toss very considerably.

Mr. George: If was stated in evidence
that at one Hime there was 3,000 tons of
pig iron at the works,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Much of the eriticism of the leader of
the Opposition was directed to the con-
trol of stores. The difficulty in that con-
nection, it is fair to slate, arcse out of
the svstem in vogue of obtaining stores
from the Stores trust acconnt. That is an
aceount of the Publie Works Department
and is kept entirely separate from the
implement works accounts. It was after
the resignation of the late mapager, I
think, that I diseovered the system or
practice was that if an employee wanted
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say, a bar of iron he would simply take
it from the rack, and fhat there was no
check, the quantity being obtained #vom
the manufactured article, Then, if a bar
of iron was ent wrongly, it was =imply
thrown on the serap heap. o that, in
order to arrive at the actual position, it
wag necessary to take stock of every-
thing in the Stores trust aeccount,

Mr. George: Was there no one in
charge of the stores?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
une at all, The necessity for going right
ihrongh the Stoves trust account is the
caunse of the delay in supplying the bal-
ance sheet of the implement works. The
closest serutiny has been made, and the
costs will be obtained with the least pos-
sible delay, We have now a capable
manager, whom the member for Murray-
Wellington described as one of the best
men of his profession in Weslern Aus-
iralia: and we hope to bring about such
changes as will turn the implement works
into a paving proposition. I want hon.
members to understand the position. The

implement works have heen selling ma-
chines at less than eost during the

past vear and also will be selling them
at less than eosi during the current yeat.
Orders have been hooked at the unpay-
able prices. T trust hon, members will
bear these facts in mind when eriticising
the implement works estimates next ses-
sion, and also remember that a loss will
be incurred over the truck business.
Voie pnt and passed.

(Hon. M, F. Troy took the Chair.]

Vote — State Dairy Farm, Claremont,
£3.801:

My, WILLMOTT: The profit and lnss
account of this dairy farm for the vear
ended on the 30th June Jast shows a loss
of £333; but a careful examinafion of
lhe figures proves that, in fact. a substan-
tial profit was made, ltems are charged
against the farm which ought not to be
charged against it. Why should it he
debited with £228 for rent, seeing that
it forms part and parcel of the grant for
the Claremont Hospital for ithe Insane?
Water is also charged, although ob-
tained from the bore supplying the hos-
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pital. Then there is an item of £240 for
wages of lunacy patients.

The Minister for Works: That is only
a bookkeeping entry.

Mr. WILLMOTT: As a result of the
extraordinary method of keeping the
accounts. a loss of £333 is shown, where-
as the retnrn from milk supplied to Gov-
ernment institutions, were the milk
charged at the proper price, would be,
instead of some £4,000, over £8,000, and
thus the loss would be converted intc a
profit of about £3.500. The loss is shown
as the resnlt of charging everything pos-
sible against the farm and of crediting
the milk at the lowest possible figure.

ITon. Frank Wilsen: 1 thoughl the
milk was being charged at one farthing
per pint above the ordinary price?

Mr. WILLMOTT: The price is 1s.
6d. per gallon delivered at the door,
which is absurd. The ordinarv priee in
Perth for milk delivered at the door is
5d. per pint.

Hon, Frank Wilson:
propose to do about it?

Mr., WILLMOTT: My objeet is to
point out that the aceounis are kept un-
fairly to the dairy farm and are mis-
leading. T liave gone carefully into the
matter, and have visited the dairy farm,
with the management of which 1 was
very pleased.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD (Honor-
ary Minister): I was under rthe impres-
sion that no fault would be found with

What do you

this. We have fixed the price to the
various institutions. Tn  regard to
* the wages, it is true that we pay the

Lunaey people, and if the farm were
not there lhose people would not be earn-
ing that money. ‘We realise that is a dis-
finet saving to the State, but it is out
nf one pocket into another. We are
efferting a =aving hy supplying the in-
stitutions with pure milk, and that is the
hest we can do.

Vote put and passed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T think we
onght to report progress at this stage.
T would remind the Premier of the pro-
mise which was made that the House
would adjourn at a reasonably early hour
if we agreed to meet at three o’clack in
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the afternvon. [t is not fair to have to
sit here such long hours. We must have
some sleep. I only got four hours sleep
Jast night, and it is not suflicient. Be-
sides, what difference will it make if the
session lasts a day or two longer.

The Premier: The Council have prae-
tically no work at all.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: The Esti-
mates will not give Lhem any work. It
is a fair thing that we should report pro-
gress at this stage. Therefore I move—

That progress be reporied.

Motion put and a division taken with

the following result:——

Aves e .. .. 16
Noes .. .. .17
Majorily against .. 1
AYES.
AMr. Allen Mr, Nairn
Mr. Cononolly Mr, Piesse
Mr. George Mr, Robinson
AMr. Grifiiths Mr., Smith
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Willmott
AMr. Harrison Mr. F. Wlleon
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Gilchrist
ar. Lefroy | (Tellery,
Mr. Mltchell |
Noes.

Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Chessan Mr. Scaddan
BMr. Colller Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Foley Mr. Taylor
Mr. JTas. Gardiner Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green Mr. Vnderwood
Mr. Johpsten Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. McDowail Mr. Bolton

Mr. Mullany {Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

Vote—Stale Quarries, £11,500:

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This is an-
other enterprise which the Minister
should look into. Tt was started many
years ago in order to supply stone for the
Fremantle Harbour Works, purely as a
departmental quarry. Of late years it
las developed into a trading concern. in-
asmuch as it not only supplies our own
requirements for public works, hut enters
the market and competes with other
quarries, supplying stone for local ‘auth-
orities who in the past have got their re-
quirements from privately owned quar-
ries. By following this policy we are
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injuring the trade of thase private quar-
ries, interfering with the industry and
redueing the numbers of their employees,
while, at the samne time, we are making
a loss of £197 on our operations. The
Government charge the departments just
what they like for the stone, notwith-
standing which they show a loss. Why
shonld the Government go out of their
way in an endeavour to ruin private indi-
viduals who have put their money info
the State and provided emplovment? For
over 20 years we have had up there a
private quarry which has been econtfent
with a small profit, All these State un-
dertakings should be brought within the
limits suggested by the Minister himself

in regard to the implement works,
namely, their operations should be

limited to supplying our own require-
ments, and the Minister should see that
the charge made for the work covers the
cost. Then he will do no harm to any-
one, ‘

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
hardly know how to follow the hoh. mem-
ber. For vears past members demanded
that there should be a State Trading Con-
cerns Act controlling the varions State
wndertakings. The only thing the hon.
member did in regard to a Siate Trad-
ing Concerns Act was to draft one and
pul it in a pigeon-hole, This quarry
was opened by the hon. member himself.

Hon. Frank Wilson: To supply our
own requiremenis, We never went out-
side this.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: You
made a mess of if,

Hon, Frank Wilson: I like that from
yvou after your admission in regard to
the implement works.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
quarry was hrought into existence for
the purpose of supplying stone to publie
undertakings., It is true we have sold a
small quantily to the Commonwealth and
to local anthorities. Tt has heen desired
that we should supply private people as
well, but I have not yet done it. The
quantity of stone supplied is small, and
almost the whole of it is supplied to Gov-
ernment services.

[ASSEMBLY.)

[Mr. George ecalled attention to the
state of the House; bells rung, and a
gquornm formed.] )

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
regret (hat the leader of the Opposition
lost his temper.

Mr. Allen interjected,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Oh,
voit shut up for a while,

Mr. Allen: ] agk that the Minister
withdraw that remark. It is offensive,
and I think I am entitled to have it
withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: T d&id not hear the
expression.

Mr. George: T lheard it.

My. Allen: T hope you will accept my
assurance that he told me to shut up.

The CHAIRMAN: T am satisfied the
Minister will assure the member for West
Perth that he did not mean anything
offensive.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I
have mno objection to withdrawing any-
thing T say. The hon. member was dis-
orderly in interjecting. These quarries
are not intended for profit making.

Hon, Frank Wilson: But they are sup-
plying below cost; it is dishonest trading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
halanee sheet shows that there was a
profit. of £299 ds, 7d.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is it honest to
sell stuff at less than cost price?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Whether it is sold at less than cost price
or not, until the present Government
¢ame into power no statements at all ~
were presented to Parliament.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Because the quar-
ries were only supplying departments.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
stone supplied is charged up to the vari-
ous departments and small quantities are
supplied to loeal authorities. The esti-
mated expenditure is £11,500 and the
estimated revenune £13,000. The eapital
expenditure iz very small indeed. These
quarries are just paving their way and
that is all that is necessary.

Mr. GEORGE: We are entitled to
more information than the Minister has
siven us.
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The Minisier for Works: You will not
get il. 1 have no more. You bave the
balance sheet.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about these
sundry deblors?

Mr. GEORGE: Sundry debtors ae-
count for £1,914, 'The Government have
no right to give e¢redit in connection with
the quarries. They have not been brought
under the Trading Concerns Act and the
Government are abusing their trust in
allowing property of the State to be
taken away except in exchange for cash.

Mr. Green: Could not they do that
with safety in the ease of responsible
bodies? )

Mr. GEORGE: No, nol uniil quarries
are hrought under the Trading Concerns
Act. The Government are lhe trusiees
for the estate belonging to the people,
and should not part with any of it un-
less they receive money in- exchange.
This is a most flagrant instance of flout-
ing the law of ihe conntry. Sundry deb-
tors account for £1,914 and the Minister
glories in the faet that he is entering
info unfair competilion with private en-
terprise.

Mr. Willmott: Almost a debaunchery of
credit.

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, I am sorprised
that the Minister has not referred to
that. The repori of the Auditor General
of the 18th August, 1915, states—

{Unider Seetion 19 of Aet No. 70 of

1912, the accounts of (he Bova

Quarry have been audited under my

direclions to the Ath June, 1915, aml

1 now encluse balance sheel and profit

and loss account.  With the exception

af the maiters hereinafter referred to,
the aceonnts in my opinign are pro-
perly drawn up vo as lo show the troe
position as disclosed by the books. All
ilems of receipls and expenditure and
assels and liahilities have heen hrouzit
into the aceounts and the assets have
been fairly stated. Explaonations of
items in the accounts are given where
considered necessary. The variations
in the capital account during the year
were as follows:—Transfer to Loan
of capital expenditure from Revenue in
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1913-14, £9 2s. Gd.; Reduction of the
capital on acconnt of the transter ot
rertain assets 1o wother Government
works, £516 12s. Gd.; New expendifure
from General loan Fund mainly in
connection with the crection of a rew
crusher. £357 17s. 2d.; Value of an
engine transferred from the Harbour
Trost, £65: departmental loan charges
not included in the previons vear, £33
0=, 6Gd,

Why were they not included in the pre-
vious year? In that vyear there was a
loss of #29G 14s. 1Ud., yvet we are told the
departmental lean charzes were not in-
cluded in the previous year., What else
was not included in that vear? The re-
port continues—

Making a nhet reduciion in the Colonial
Treasurer's Capital account, £355 1ds.
Lfd. as compared with the Capital ac-
count in the previous year.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: | eall altention to
the state of the House.

The ('HAIRMAN: I satisfied myself
only a few minutes ago thal there is a
quornm within the precincts of the House.

My, GEORGE: The Auditor General
goes ol o say—
The assets representing the expendi-
ture are shown us £4,341 11s. 11d., or
an excess of 7s. 8d. which is represented
by an unpaid account.
Thiz comes vut of (he Colonial Treasurer’s
capital account of £4,341 45 3d., and out
of the (‘olonial Treasurer’s working ex-
penses accounnt there comes £3,108 Ss.
1d., making a total of £7.4H9 125 i
whieh has to be accounted forv.

Mo Willmott:
which was lost?

Mr. GEORGE: The loss in 1912.13 is
£200 3s, 10d.. aecording fo this report.
and the loss for 1913-14 was £206 14=.
10d. The repori goes on—

The eapital appropriations to he paid

to a special account (Section 5)——
There is a great difference hetween that
and Section 4, in which there was an
amount of 7s. 8d., as represented by an
unpaid account. The report continues—

What was the ameount
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The ppovisions of this section have
not been applied to moneys appro-
printed by Parliament to fhe capital
expenditure, but in this respect the con-
cern is not different from others.
We are here to discuss money which can
be appled to the working of this quarry,
yet our Auditor General fells us that See-
tion 5 of the Act, which should have been
applied to it, has not been applied to if.
How can anyone expeet that we ean have
a concern carried on properly in this
way? The Auditor General says that the
coneern is not in this respect different
from others. The law of the country,
then, has been flonted by the Government
in their arrogance. The report con-
tinues—

It is understood that there are difli-
culties in giving effect to the law in
this respect.

If we have had difficulties in the law
being put into operation, tlis Chamber
should put it right. Why should it be
necessary for the Auditor General to
bring in a report like this? Either the
Government have been neglectful in this
maiter or they have not the courage to
ask the House tu rectify the law. On a
question of sundry debtors, £1,904 17
10d,, the report save—
With a few exceptions these are eur-
rent  and represent mainly amounts
due by the Commonwealth Government
or State departments.
We shall, therefore, have no need tlo
worry &0 far as bad debts are econ-
cerned,  Section 5, dealing with stores
and stone on hand, £1,805 15s, 8d,, is de-
hatable. 1 know the diffienlty there is
in eonnection with getline even an ap-
proximate estimate of the value of the
stone which has not been passed through
ihe ernshers. The report says—

Ratfes charged for stone sold: These
are fixed by the Engineer i Charge,
the bulk of the sales being lo the Com-
monweallth Government and State De-
partments.

Therefure, this particular  enlerprise
should never show a loss, seeing that the
engineer himself fixes the prices.

Depreciation  {Section 13): Tn a
similar manner to last year (his is
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based on the life of the assets and
worked on the sinking fund pringiple,
with the exception of loose plant and
appliances, which were written off by
an equal annual amount, the rate being
governed by the life of the article. The
sinking fund prineiple is not applie-
able, as there is no money available for
investizent, and, in any case, no in-
vestment bas been made,
What on earth is the use of cur playing
with a malter of this sort? The sinking
fund is supposed to be a reality, not a
fietion ov a wmyth. What has become of
the money? Where has it gone to? As
usual, there is no answer,

The life of the various assets has
heen fixed by fle engineer in charge,
bt no breakup value has been allowed.

Without heing a prophel or the son of
a prophet, T say there will be a breakup
value very shortly.

Sinking fund (Section 12): This
is baswl upon repavmeni of the wapilal
in 46 vears.

Who ever heard of 44 years being fixed
as the hasis of a life of a quarry? “You
cannot have vour vake and eat it.”  As
goun us ever one sarts  to get into a
quarry, the value of the quarry  goes
down by the stone laken opul.

The eapital shown as drawn from the
Genera! Loan Fund at the close of the
vear. viz., £4,341 s 34, = taken as tle
husis, and a full vear has beenr included.
The charee is in addition o the full de-
preciation, a practice not conlemplaled
by the Act. PParvther, 1 am of opinion
that it is neaningless, lhere heing no
caxhi available For invesimend.

Whal a fool's paradise we have lived in
as regards Lhe sinking fund! Now coming
to the bulance sheet, sundry deblors ve-
present {1,914 17s. 104,  The sundry
debtors, [ presume, are the Common-
wealth  and  our State deporlinenis,
Fixed plant and machinery, with Joose
plant and appliances and bnikdings, re-
present £3,817 4s. #4. For depreciution
a total of some £300 is allowed, eqiiva-
lent o ahout 74 per cent. That allow-
ance 15 utferly inadequate for a quarry.
It ought to be at least 20 per cent, The
life of a stone-crusher. for example, even
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under the most favourable eonditions, is
not more than five years,

Hon, Frank Wilson: Last year nothing
a4 all was written off.

Mr. GEORGE: From the trading ac-
count it appears that from £11,696 19s.
Ad. worth of stone a net profit of £299
6s. 7d. resulted. Therefore, if proper de-
preciation had heen allowed, the balance
would have been on the wrong side. The
gross profit on that turnover of £11,600
olld was £904 4s. 2d., after paying wages
and general working expenses, For de-
preciation  £174 18s. 8d. was allowed,
which i3 totally inadegiate—in fact, silly.
Tnterest, £195 0s. 9d., is nothing Itke what
would have had to be paid by any pri-
vate person engaged in that business. For
sinking fund £42 1s. is allowed, and the
Auditor Ceneral says that the sinking
fund is a farce, Departmenta! charges
amount to £167 7s. 2d., and aundit fees to
£25 10s.  So the net profit of £299 Us.
7d. is arrived at. That is the melancholy
tale of ihe Bova quarry. Contingencies,
£11,500, inelurles aml  general
working expenses, as well as provision
for insuranee under the Workers’ (om-
pensalion Aet. The estimated revenue
for the enrrent vear is £14.000.  The
difference between the expendilure and
the estimated revenue is £1,504. In the
fave of -sueh a balanee gheet the Govern-
ment bave actually the [ront to show a
possible  profit of £1,500—with three
solidl yvears of working bebind them, for
two of which properly audited balance
shiects show a loss of €496, 1f we are to
give an intellizent vote un the Estimates,
the fzures submitied to us should not be
an insult Lo our intelligence. If the Esti-
mates are of any  value whatever, the
whole of this surplusaze mnst have heen
taken into account by the Treasurer when
making up the estinates of sourees of
revenue. In this instance alone [ have
gshown there is an absoluie loss.  lasi
vear's profit was made only by not taking
into aceonni certain items. Words fail
me to express v feclings in the malter.

wages

1 o'cloek. a.m.
Hon, FRANK WILSON: T move—
That progress be reported.
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Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes . . ..o 14
Noes - . .. 19
Majority against .. &

ATEB.
Mr. Allen Mr. Plesse
Mr. Connolly Mr. Roblpson
Mr. George Mr. 8mith
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Gilchrist
Mr. Mitchell (Taller).
Mr. Nairn
Nozs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Chesson Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Colller Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Jns. Gardlner Mr. Taylor
Mr. Green Mr. Thomas
Mr. Harrison Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hickmott Mr., A. A, Wilson
Mr. Johnston Mr. Bolton
Mr. McDowall {Tellery.

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. GEORGE: 1 move—

That the vote be reduced by £2,500.
The resull hardly warrants lbe House
carrying on what ig practically a losing
concern, and in order fo mark the neces-
sily for economy [ think the House
should accept the amendment. The total
amount of £11,500 I nolice is in exeers
by about £600 of what would he expendel
last rear.

The AMinister for Works: Go over it
agan. We spenl last yvear £11,389,

Mr. GEORGE: The balance sheet 1
have before me, signed by Mr. Brodribb,
sliows what T have staled to be correet,
and that balance sheet is endorsed by the
Auditor (General. It states clearly thal
the charces and general working expenses
last yvear were £10,909, T.el the Minister
dispute that if he likes. We have thiz
vear £6(0 pul down more than was ex-
pended lasl year.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 intend to
support the amendment, I am surpriged
at ihe woderation of the hon. member
who moved it. Tf there is one thing the
Committee 15 entitled to when considering
the votes, it is that we shall have, as far
as possible, an accurate estimate of the
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proposed expendilure and receipts, if
any. More especially is this so 1o connec-
tion with a trading concern. In respect to
& business concern, one might perhaps he
inore lenient in regard to the fignres, be-
cause those concerns deal only with actual
work done for Government departments,
and iherefore it is not quite so necessary
that oune should wateh every penny of ex-
penditure or revenue, beeanse it is merely
transferring money from one pocket to
another. But when we come to a trading
concern like this quarry we have a very
diffevent. proposition, Here we have a
coneern not merely for the purpose of
quarrying stone for the Harbour Works;
if we did that alone, we wonld be simply
supplying onr own requirements, and it
would not he a trading coneern. If we
go ouiside public works and enter into
the realm of trading by selling the stone
to others, then and then only it comes
under the designalion of a trading eon.
oCern.  When supplying public require-
ments it is not as necessary to be so par-
ticular in the estimates as when dealing
with a trading concern. The figures show
that if the Government charge all they
are entitled to, there will be a loss on the
working of the quarry. There is a para-
graph in the Aunditor General’s report
which proves my contention. It states—
Tnterest (Section 12): The rate
charged i¢ 1 per cent, on the amount
of commencing valuation, 41} per cent.
on 1912-13 expenditure, and 414 per
cent on 1913-14 and 1914-15 expendi-
ture. The ealeculations are on the
monthly balances of eapital expendi-
ture only. No interest has heen
charged on other advances from the

Treasury, whether from loan for work-

ing expenses or from the Consolidated

Revenue Fund,

Could we have a sironger indictment
against the administration than this?

Mr, Taylor: What aetion is Parliament
going to take?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We should
refuse to pass these Estimates until the
interest is charged up. This is a trading
concern hecanse il goes outside the legiti-
mate provinee of supplying State ve-
quirements.
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Mr. Thomas: On a point of order, is
the hon. imember in order in making a
long diseourse trying to arrive at a alis-
tinciion between a trading concern and a
husiness concern on the quesiion of re-
duemny this vote by £2,5002

The CEHAIRMAN: T confess 1 myself
have had extreme difficulty in arriving at
a conclusion as to what the hon. member
is driving al. [ intend to allow him to
proceed beeause he may possibly come to
the pomt.

Hon, FRANK WIILSON: I maintain
my speech is composed of all poinis and,
if bon. members wounld listen to my argn-
ments, they would realise it. 'This is a
most important matter and deserves care-
ful consideration. T want the vole re-
duced, beeause it is « trading coneern and
it is nfilised tor coming into competition
with other private quarries in the State.

The Minister for Wiorks: Have yon a
share in any other quarry in the State?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not a
penny.

The Minister for Works: Then we do
not compete with you.

Hon, PRANK WILSON: If I had I
wonld not hope to make it pay with the
unfair and dishonest competition of the
Government, for a man is dishonest in his
competition if he sells at under cost price.
When we come fo a trading concern
which utilises a portion of a vote wlich
has been very badly estimated to com-
pete wiili outside cuarries, then we are
justified in reducing the vote by the
amount which we think wounld cover that
competition, Therefore, T think that the
£2500 which t(he member for Murray-
Wellington suggests should be deducted
from the voie will, as far as one ecan
judge from ihe balance sheet and the
amount of furnover we have had during
the past year. reasonahly cover the ap-
proximate cost of trading other than what
is neressary fo supplv our own require-
ments. To zay that the quarries can rea-
sonably be expected to met a revenue of
£13,000 is, T think, absurd. We had a
fairly prosperous year last year, from
the aspeet of output from the quarries.
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With tlte probable stoppage of many of
our public works in the near future, and
the lack of friendly feeling which is ex-
hibited by the Federal Government, in
ihat they will not assist us to raise fur-
ther loan moneys, the only conclusion we
ran come to is that the trade of this State
auarry will not be anything like what is
estimated. 1 hope the Committee will
ussist the Government by reducing the
amount, thus reducing the expenditure on
the department, and by that means econ-
vey an instruetion to the Minisler that he
has to stop this unfair eompetition with
other concerns of the kind in which our
citizens thave invested their eapital. I
intend to support the amendment. T
would draw the Minister’s attention to
the last paragraph in the Auditor’s re-
port headed “Estimated cliarges.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
quarry only supplies the public and not
private individuals. If T thought that it
would shut the hon. member up T would
aceept his amendment. As we know, if
il is necessary fo quarry stone we would
have to spend the money whether we had
it or not. The hon. member himself
epened the quarry in the first place.

Hon, Frank Wilson: T did not.

The MINISTER FOR YWOQRILS: Then
some of the officers of the department at
the lime he was in the Ministry musi have
done so. The cutting down of the vote
will make no diffcrence whatever, because
if the stone is required for public works
or the local anthorities we will snpply if.

Hon, Frank Wilson: You will nol; we
will put you out of office if you do.

Mr. George: The Minister threatened
ihe House; is that in aceordance with 1he
Standing Orders?

Mr. ALLEN: T am interested in this
question of State quarries. as a member
of the Perth City Council.  That hody
has a guarry which was established some
years ago al Parkerville. It was felt
by the City council that they could work
the quarry more profitably if they were
permitted to sell stone to other muni-
cipalities, whiel the Municipal Corpora-
tiens Aet prevents them trom doing.
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The Mivister for Works: The City
council {ried to get the power, and your
party would net give it to them,

Mr. ALLEX: [ know nothing abont
party in this matter. .The attempi to
obtain the power was unsuceessful, al-
tlough other municipalities were an-
xious to purchase sione from Perth and
were being charged a price exorbitant
in comparison with that at whieh the
Perth City Council offered to supply.
Even under the restricted eonditions of
working, however, ihe council’s quarry
paid inlerest, sinking fund, and depre-
ciation. The State quarry is a very dif-
ferent proposition. Ts estimated ex-
penditure is £11,500 and its estimated
revenue £13,000, and no provision is
made for interest, sinking fund. or de-
preciation of machinery.  With the
sane privileges as the State auarry en-
joys, the Perth City Council’s quarry
would do very much better than the Gov-
ernment undertaking. I wish to draw
attention once again to the manmer in
which the Government answered an en-
tively pertinent question asked by the
memher for Claremont (Mr. Wisdom),
namely, what prices were being charged
to the various (fovernment departments
for sione from the Boya quarry? The
reply was that the prices charged were
sufficient to cover working expenses, in-
terest, and sinking fund—a reply which
I characterise as being little short of an
insult. T support the amendmeni.

Amendment put. and a division taken
with the following result:—

Axyes .. .. .. 14
Noes .. .. .. 15
Majority against o1
AvES.
Mr. Allen Mr. Mitcheil
Mr. Connelly Mr, Nalrn
Mr. Gearge Mr. Robinson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Smith
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hickmaott Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Glichrist
(Teller).
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Nozs.
Mr. Angwin [ Mr. Scaddan
Mz, Chesson i Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr, Collier Mr. Taylor
Mr. Foley Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green . Mr. Underwood
AMr. McDawall Mr. A. A. Wllson
Mr. Mutlany Mr. Bolten
Mr. O'Loghlen {Taller).
. !
Amendment thus negatived.
Vote put and passed.
Vote — Stale Steamship Service,
£102,838:

Mr. GILCHRIST: I move—
That progress be reported.
Motion put and a division taken with
ihe following resunlt:—

Ayes - - oo 12
Noes .o 17
Majority against 3
AYHB.
Mr. Allen Mr. Milchel)
Mr. Coonolly Mr. Robinson
Mr. George Mr. Smith
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wllsen
Mr. Lefroy My, Gilchrist
(Teller).
NoEs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr, Chesson I Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Foley Mr, Taylor
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
_Mr, Hickmott Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. McDowall Mr. Bolton
Mr. Mullany (Teller),

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Has Mr. Stevens
the necessary knowledge to advise on the
purchase of a Diesel engine steamer?

The Minister for Mines: That vessel
has nothing to do with these Estimates.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : You ecan discuss that on the
Loan Estimates.

Mr. WILLMOTT: It will be admitted
that while Sir Johr Biles is an author-
ity on naval architecture—

The Minister for Mines: On a point
of order, 1 would like to draw attention
to the fact that these Estimates have
nothing to do with the purchase of the
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new ship,  Provision is made on the
Loan Estimates for that.
Heon. Frank Wilson: How will vou

pay for the running of that vessel?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): You ecan ask that question

un the Loan Estimates,

The CHATRMAN : That vessel ean
only be discussed on the Loan Lstimates.
The general management of the State
Steamship Service ean he diseussed on
this vote. If the salary of the general
manager of the service is paid from this
vote, that ean he discussed.

My, WILLMOTT: T hope Mr, John
Denny will advise ns more satisfactorily
as agent for Sir John Biles than he has
done in the past.

2 vielock am,

Mr. George: Who is Sir John Biles?

Mr. WILLMOTT : Sir John Biles,
I.1.B., ete, is a professor of a lot of
things at the Clasgow University, aml
stands at (he head of his profession.

The CHAIRMAN: What has Sir John
Biles 1o do with this vote?

Mr. WILLMOTT: I understand he has
heen quoted hy Mr, Stevens.

The CHATRMAN: The personality of
Sir John Biles has nothing to do with
the vote.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The whole ques-
tion hangs on it. The “Western Aus-
tralia” was sent Home on the distinet
understanding that we had purchasel
another hoat to take her place, If I can-
not diseuss the hoat to take her place T
do not see how I can discuss the admin-
isiration of the vote.

The Minister for Mines: You will have
a full opportanity on the Loan Esli-
mates. .

Mr. WILLMOTT: T ask the ruling of
the Chair. May shipbuilding contraets
he diseussed ?

The CHAIRMAN: ‘When I find the
hon, member is departing from the pro-
per seope of discussion I will tell him
of it.

Mr. WILLMOTT: T would like to
point ont ihat shipbuilding contraets are
of a very siringent character. Failure
to fulfil any one of several conditions
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may involve very heavy penaliies, may
even invoive repudiation of the coniract.
Those conditions are—(a) failure to de-
liver at a certain date; (b) failure in
the speed of the vessel; (¢) lack of
stability under various conditions of
Joading.

The CHATRMAN :
member's inference?

My, WILLMOTT:, ¥ am speaking of
shipbuilding coniracts. Mr. Stevens has
advised on this matter.

The CHAIRMAN: Shipbuilding con-
tracts are not mentioned in the voie. If
the hon. member can connect his remarks
with the vote, I shall be satisfied.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T do net know
why hon. members opposite should ob-
ject to having this vote disenssed. We
have had this serviee for some time, and
it has been a losing one right through.
Ministers should show reason why this
vote should be continued. The “Eucla”
on the southern ecoast is a disgrace to the
“service. Of course fhat is of no conse-
quence fo Minislers. Yet we are asked
fo approve of that vessel. Freights or
that coast are as dear as hefore. and ihe
passengers do not get that consideration
which they had prior to the Government
taking charge. It wounld be interesting
to know how we are o run this #N2.7

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary

What is the hoan.

Minister) : There is a mistake in :he
Estimales. S “Una” shoutd read s.s.
“N?.”

Houn, J. MITCHELL: What has be-
cyme of the “Western Ausiralia®? She
vozt £39,000, and I believe as much again
was afterwards spent on her.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : She is in the service of the
Empire.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What are you
getting for her?

Hon. R. H, TUnderwoed (Honorary
Minister):  Eighteen thousand pounds a
xear.

[Mr. McDowall reswimed the Chair.]

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We know how
the “Western Australia” was bought and
the failure she has been. We were told

2

there never was such a bargain, but she
proved to be quite unsuitable [ur Lie
trade, and at last Ministers admitted it
and sent her home. She is heing re-
placed in the Northern irade by the “I{an-
zaroo,” aund we hear now that this steamer
draws too much water for the northern
coast, When arve we going to pel reas-

onable wanagement of this service? Our
State  fleet is referred to in scathing
icrms by the acting manager. He has

asked for somefthing beiter in ovder to
have an opportunity to make the service
JHay. The CGlovernmeni are payving
£130,000 tor a bhoat which is unsuitable,
ane Ministers now tell us she is intended
for oversea tralfic. Tn none of these pur-
chases of steamers or machinery for the
power house and suwmills, or the powel-
lising agreemenf—--—

Mr. Mullany: On a point ot order. is
the hon. mewnber in order in discussing the
powellising agreement, the power honse
and sawmills?

The CHAIRMAN: The hoo. member is
not in order in discussing anyvthing out-
side the matters contained in this vote.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 ean sarely
make a comparison hetween the methods
adopted i regard to State steamships
and other concerns.  Minisiers have heen
wrong in failing to consult Parliament
hefore acting.

The CHALRMAX: On the first vote
“His Fxcellency the Governor” members
can roam wherever fhey like. and also
on the first vote of each department, but
we have disposed of the departments, T
think the Chairman of Committees ruled
that members must speak on items. 1 will
not go as far as that, but will allow mem-
hers to discuss the whole of a vote. May
is very explicit on the point that members
must keep within the bounds I have in-
dicated.

[Mr. George called attention to the
state of the House: bells rung and a
gquorum formed.]

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Ministers have
not made it clear that they are going o
use the “Kangaroo” for the North-West
frade. The Government displaced the
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bouts run by the steamship companies
and have not given an adeyuale serviee
in their place, and largely beeause the
Stale stomnship service has failed, the
price of meat has been so high. When Lhe
Guvernment steamer should have been in
the North she was away in the Bast, and
tlte service the people had a right fo ex-
pect was nol provided. The “IKwinana”
is a fair eattle boat, but outside her
there has been no Governmen( heat capa-
ble of doing satisfactory work. The
“N2Y is running in the eattle trade.

Mr, Willmott: Where is the “Una™?

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : She has been sold to the Fish-
eries Department,

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
doing her work?

The Minister for Mines: Yes, very well
indeed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We would like
to know under what conditions this boat
has been hired from the Federal aunthori-
ties. We are told the “Una” has been sold
to the State Fisheries Department.

Hon. K, H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Tt is shown in the balance
sheet.

Hon. PFrank Wilson:
balance sheet?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: We know that
she is unsuitable for the purpose for
which the Government houghi her. Isita
satisfactory thing to have Mr, Stevens as
manager of the State Steamship Service
and also as secretary of the Harbour
Trust? T think it is highly nnsatisfac-
tory. Tt is questionable whether MMu.
Stevens is a suoitable man to manage the
State Steamship Service.

Mr. George: I want to know about this
hideous nightmare of which My, Stevens
speaks.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is not satis-
factory to have Mr. Stevens bolding a
dual position, It is recognised by the
Government that fhey cannot do the
whole of the work of the North-\Wesl

Is the “N2"

Where is the

trade or cope with the whole of
the coastal shipping which goes out
of Fremantle. It ought not to he

possible for any one bhoat to have
an undue advantage over any other
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boat.  All  the 1irade should receive
equal consideration at the hands of
thie harbour authorities. I doubt whether
that ean be so when the manager of the
State Steamship Service is also the sec-
relary for the Harbour Trust. Com-
plaints have been made in this regard
and 1 think they ave justified. Mr. Stev-
ens has held many positions.  As manager
of the State Steamship Serviee it is his
duty to advise the Gouvernment as to any-
thing appertaining to steamers at all,
Some time ago he recommended selling
the ‘"Western Awvstralia” and the pur-
chase of a new hoat, He advised the Gov-
ernment to bay a boat in England at the
cost of £140,000. During the coursc of
his minutes in conneetion with the new
sleamer he made it clear to the Govern-
ment that they had made a mess of their
purchases in the past. He was anxious
te be given an opportunity of running a
boat which would earn her own working
expenses. He salisfied himself that he
had got in touch with sueh a boat and ad-
vised the Government to pay £140,000
for her. The Government acted npon this
recommendation. Is Mr. Stevens capable
of advising the Government in so jmpor-
tant a matter?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I doubt it.

The Premier: You asked a question,
and you have no right to doubt the ans-
wer.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Government
responded to the advice of Mr. Stevens
and wired him to secure this hoat. Have
all the condilions necessary in connection
with the running of this boat been un-
derstond by Mr. Stevens? Has he any
expertenee of oil ships?

The Premier: There is one in Fremantle
now,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: He has not
bought another, surely.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): This is the one Lovekin
hought.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There is nothing
on the papers to show that Mr. Stevens
had any special knowledge of ships or
any special knowledge of the frade he
expected (o eontrol.
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The Premier: You ought 1o move for
the production of the testimonials of Mr.
Stevens,

Hon. J. MITCHEILL: Where did Mr.
Stevens get his experience? (‘an the Min-
ister assure the Committee that Mir.
Stevens jg an experienced shipping man?
We ought to know his qualifications be-
fore we entrust him with the expenditurc
of hundreds of thonsands of pounds on
steamers,

The Premier: 1 bave Mr, Stevens' tes-
timonials here.

Hon, J. MITCHFLL: What does the
manager prepose te do with the new
boat ?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : On a point of order, the new
stenmship is not mentioned on the Esti-
mates,

The CHAIRMAX: 1 lhave alrveady
ruled that the hon. member can deal with
the vote as a whole or with any part of
it, but with aothing outside the vote.

Hon. 0. MITCHELL: In connection
with the estimates relating to trading eon-
cerns, very little detailed information is
given. Does “general expenses” cover the
cost of fuel? 1 am told that the Govern-
ment are not using all ithe Collie coal
they night. We invite the steamers of
other countries to bunker here, and we
should certainly set an example by burn-
ing Collie eoal on our State steamers.
There has been considerable eriticism on
that point, and on the purchase of sup-
. plies for the State steamers, and there
have been complaints by passengers tra-
velling on the steamers. If we must have
a State Steamship Service, let it be a
first-class, up-fo-date service. Tn eom-
nection with stock shipments, the State
steamers have lost enormous numbers of
cattle—losses which would not have been
incurred by a private company manag-
ing the steamers, and losses which meant
s good deal not only to the shippers, but
also to the people of the metropolitan
area, whose meat supplies were curtaifed.
All matters counnected with the Siate
trading concerns should be freely dis-
cussed. in order that these concerns may
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becowe a eredit (o Weslern Ausiralia,
instead of heiny a discredit,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister): The leader of the
Conntry party asked whether Mr. Ste-
vens is competent to judge of the pur-
chase of ships. My reply is, yes. As re-
gards the “Eucla,” the statements of the
member tor Northam are discreditable,
inasmueh as she affords the best service
thai the South cvast has ever had. She
may nol be the Jatesl thing in steam-
ghips, but the people of the South coast
are well served hy her. The “Una” has
alveady been «iscussed on fthe f{isheries
vole. She was transterred from the
steamship service to the State fisheries,
at £3,000. Her original eost was £2,000.
In regard fo the “Western Anstralia,”
I am afraid the quesiions asked by the
member for Northam will not be listened
to caretully at this hour of the morning.
He desived to know what had become of
her. The “Western Australia” was sent
to England for sale. The British Gov-
ernment is not eager that British ships
at the present junciure should be dis-
posed of and, furthermore, the British
Government required this vessel as a
cross-channel hospital ship. We were
compselled to accept the offer if only from
patriotic motives. The British Govern-
menl are to pay us £18,000 a year for
the charler of the “Western Australia,”
and to pay all expenses, all risks and all
rosts of running her. Tt seems to me
that we could not refuse to aceept that
offer.

Hon. J. D. Cenmnolly: T should think
not.

Hon. B. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister): Tf the British Govern-
ment want s ship for a hospital ship,
and we have one, it is our duty to let
them take it. )

Hon. J. D. Connolly: You deserve a lot
of eredit for that.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister) : We are taking it. Ques-
tions have been asked in regard io otber
vessels. The “N2” was a (German ship
taken as a prize. The Federal Govern-
ment handed over the vessel to this State
on condifion that we put her in sea-going
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condition and maintained her, and we
are to hand the steamer back in good
order, but not allowing for deterioration,
Moreover, she is to he handed over when
required. The cost of putting the “N2¥
mto good condition was roughly £6,000.
There is no charter whatever to be paild.
The vessel is the most up-to-date we
have running on our coast and the people
from Darwin to Fremantle are absolutely
satisfied with ler and with the people
who are running her. ¢

Mr. George: They said she could not
carry cattle.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister) : I am talking about pee-
ple not cattle. It is impossible to get a
ship right up to perfection to carry catile
and passengers. In this ship we ean
carry 300 head of caftle and carry them
safely. We ean also carry a large num-
ber of passengers, but if a cattle steamer
is wanted we supply them with that in the
“Kwinana,” the best eattle ship on the
coast,

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: The man-
agement of our State Steamship Service
is certainly not sueh as will commend
itself to hon. members.

Point of order.

Alv, B. J. Siubbs: On a point of
order. 1 would like to draw attention to
Standing Order 386a which states that a
general discussion ean take place on the
whole of the Estimates, and 38Gb pro-
vides that a general discussion on the ad-
ministration of one department ean only
take place on the first vole of that de-
partment, and that in both cases the re-
ply of the Minister cloges the debate. T
hold (hat the reply of the Minister, whieh
we have just had, has ctosed the debate
on the first item of this department, and
we c¢an only discuss siow the items after
the first one.

The Chairman: Standing Order 386a
was  framed for a speevial purpose.
There was some unceriainty in regard
to the Sianding Orders, and 3%Ga and
336h were framed to apply really only to
the general discussion on the first item,
pamely tle vote His Iixcelleney the Gov-
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ernor. Then, when the Premier in charge
of that vote has replied, that closes the
discussion on the whole of the Estimates.
Standing Order 386b allows a general
discussion on the adwministration of -
one department, for instance, the de-
partment of the Minister for Works.
When the Minister has replied to that
discussion he closes the debate on that
particular department, We then come to
the items or votes. If hon. members look
at Standing Order 356a they will notice
that it says “Notwithstanding the provi-
siong of Standing Order 372, no member
except the Minislers who shall have the
right to reply, shall speal more than
once.” Standing Order 372 provides for
speaking more than once in Committee,
and the new Standing Order was to get
over that. These Standing Orders refer
only to general discussion on the Estimates
as a whale, and the general discussion on
cach Ministerial deparfment. In all other
cases the rules of debate in Committee of
the whole shall appiy. They permit of
speaking more than once,

The P'remier: This is the depaviment
of the Celonial Secretary.

The Chairman: XNo. TFuriher. the
Comumitlee, in Framing this rule, went ex-
tensiveiy into the question and arrived at
the conclusion that it would be unwise to
resirict the righis of individual members
when speaking on a vofe or item. It
was neld over and over again that a mem-
ber could speal repeatedly, and that the
Minister did not elose  the diseussion.
Standing Orders 3806a and  38Gh  were
frauned tu alter that, but they do not ve-
fer ta dizcussions on items or voles after
the general diseussions on the whole of
the Estimaies and on the Ministerial de-
partments have been disposed of.

Mrv. B. J. Slubbs: Paragraph (b)
distinctly states that the weneral diseus-
sion an the amendment of one depart-
ment is field on the (irst ilem of that vole.
and that the reply of the Minister sliall
close the debate.

The Chairman: The general discus-
sion is done with. We are on the vote
“Stale Sieamship Service, £102,000.° 1
rule thai the hon, member 15 in order in
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discussing any part of this question up
o “£102,8387

Debate resumed.

The Premier: Then next year 1 will
put these all in the departments.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: We will be
compelled to take drastic action if the
Premier tries to wrap up these Estimates
50 that hon. members c¢annot understand
them. We will have to refuse to pass
them. I can understand the hon. mem-
her’s reluctance to allow free debate on
this vote. 1f there is anything that equals
the State Tmplement Works in bad merit,
it is the State Steamship Service. Natup-
ally the Premier does not desire that the
fight of day shall be thrown on this vote,
but simply wants the glamour of fthe
charter he has made with the British
Government to blind hon. members to the
real position of the service. We could
have better diseussed the vote if we had
the balance sheet before ns. 1We have
¢his periodieal return with which the Pre-
mier has heen fooling Parliament during
the session. The Auditor General says
the aundit is completed of the State
Steamship Service, or company, as he
<calls it, and that the report is in eourse
of preparation. The Auditor General re-
ceived the accounts on the 4th October,
1915. Tt is not the Auditor General's
fanlt that we have not these accounts on
the Table, but the fanlt of the depart-
ment concerned.

The Premier: Nu, no.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier has taken the adviee of the member
for Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner), his
right-band man and adviser, who made an
attack on the Auditor General becanse
these aecounis were not audited. The
accounts were received on the 4th of this
month, and the audit has been completed.
We are treatinz these impertant matters
with levity, We are diseussing a vote of
£100,000 without knowing how we stand,
and yet the accounts practically closed
on the 30th June last. Shipping com-
panies have profit and loss accounts
made out for every voyage. If the Pre-
mier had only taken my advice, he would
Lave saved limself a lot of i{rouble and
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the Slate many hundreds of thousands of
pounds, In connection with this division of
the Estimates there are shown the three
old steamers, which were originally pur-
chased by the Government withoul the
authority of Partiament, and the -*N2,”
whieh was obtained from fhe Common-
wealth Government for the use of Mr.
Nevanas in carrving out the contract for
the Wyndham freezing works. The com-
mencement of the history of the *#N2”
was even a$§ disastrous as the eomunence-
ment and the career of the “Western
Australin,” the “Eucla,” the “Rwinana,”
and the “Una” some three vears ago. The
bungling of the Government in regard to
ihe “X2, the hreaking of their contract
with Mr. Nevanas when he had arranged
to load her, no donbt largely contributed
to the very huge sum which was paid him
hy way of compensation, and L am not
sure whether we arve yet out of the wood
or whether some further claim will not be
lodged in eonnection with this maiter. 1t
is well to go back to the inception of the
State Steawship Service to ascertain
whether we have that eflicient. serviee
which Parliament should demand at the
llands of the Government who conirol if.
The “Western Australia” was purchased
for something like £39,000, but many
thousands of pounds was expended on
her subsequently fo alter and equip and
make her sunitable for the North-West
trade. When she arrived in Fremantle,
she was again given into the hands of the
repairers, and many more thousands of
pounds was expended in order that some
of the fittings might he removed because
they were unsuitabMe for our require-
ments.

3 o’clock, a.m.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Whose faunlt was
that?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Tt was the
fauit of the administration or the man-
agement.

[Hon. M. F. Troy took the Chair.]

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Did not the Agent
General advise that ihe “Western Aus-
iralia™ was all right¥

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Agent
General is not a shiphnilder.
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Mr. A. A, Wilson: But he had expert
asdviee,

Hon, FRANK
Gregory, a Uovernment officer,
the Agent General.

Mr. A. A, Wilson: Then the Govern-
ment took all necessary precautions.

Hon, FRANK WILSOXN: It has been
proved over and over again that they did
noi take necessary  precautions.  The
Chief Harbour Master turned down this
steamer as heing absolutely unsuifable,
and this opinion was reported to the
Government. When Captain Gregory was
Home, the Agent General was instructed
t¢ jeurebase the best steamer available.
This sicamer was acquired because the
Government sail the Adelaide Steamship
Coy. were affer her and the Government
did nol want to lose the opportunity to
secure her. It was a splendid hargain,
we were told. and the Government reck-
orad ey could sell her tramediately at
a handsome profit. T should like to draw
attention to the feeling of the Govern-
ment, #s expressed by DMr. Stevens, to-
wards 1his vissel to-day,

Mr, Tavlor: She is a hospital ship

now. .
TIon. FRANIX WILSON: Mr. Stevens,
in writing and deseribing the Ministers
view with regard to the steamer, said, on
the proposed new purchase, that bhey
could not risk being saddled with another
. sueh desperately had proposition as, for
instance;, the sz “Western .Australia.”

Hon, R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : She ix a bad proposition for
that coast. bat she is-a beauntifal ship for
eross-channel purposes. C.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am sorry
to think that the GGovernment are jubilant
at the idea of the British Government
having taken this white elephant  over
and paid sueh a tremendous rental as
£18,000 a year Lor her. ‘

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : She bas the finest lines ever
seen in any boat in an Australian doek.

The Minister for Mines: She is a
splendid hoai, hat unsunitable for the
work.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What does
the Honorary Minister want us to infer

WILSON: .Captain
advised

on charter.
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from that ¢ Does the suitability of a
vessel depend npon her lines?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Yes, she is a lovely hospital
ship.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: To make a
suitable hospital ship she must have a
flat hottow, and net fine lines. Now that
the Government have found out that she
is an incabus and sueh a terribly bad
proposition they have taken a German
vessel instead of a Hussian vessel, When
the Russian vessel was taken over she was
deemed to be the best possible proposi
tion. But she has a badly arranged
engine room and is a most exiravagant
vessel to run on this coast, and now the
Governmen! have sent her home to try
and get rid of her.

The Minister for Mines: She will never
tarn mp again, I ean promise that.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Because the
“Western Australia” had fine lines she
was thought to have been the most suit-
able hoat for our trade, but she has lost

Jier whole value to-day,

Hon. R.
Minister} :

H. Underwood (Honorary
She is worth £18,000 a_year

Hon. FRANK WILSON: She is now
said to be a desperately bad proposition.
The British Government will have her for
a few wonths and this Government will
get her back again. They eulogised the
Russian hoat .whiel was built in Siberia.
Now they are eulogising the German boat
“N2" as being the, finest. vessel on the
coast, They are going to meet with as
disastrons results regarding the “N2” as
they did wilth regard to the “Western
Anstralia® )

My, Willmott: She was taken away in
an immoral way from a man whe had hev
under charter. The Government cannot
hdve any luek with her. '

[Mr. MeDowall resumed the Cheir.)

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The “West-
ern Australia” was purchased to reduce
ihe price of eattle and meat in the metro-
politan area.  She was =el to work to
carry ont this prineiple some threc vears
ago. [ had ihe temerity to suggest tha.
she would not be suceessful on our eoast
amd when T did so one Minister said that
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I had never seen her, and practically
gave me the lic notwithstanding that 1 Lad
spent a eouple of hours aboard her only
a few days before, :

Mr, Willmott: There is a ditference of
opinion regarding this boat. Some peo-
ple eall her a stalking horse, and other
people a nightmare.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Bhe was bonght hy a couple
of Liberals. Sir’ Newton Moore and Cap-
tain (regory.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : Captain
Gregory acted on the instructions cahled
to him by the Premier to take the hest
steamer available at the ltme This boat
was the best of n rotten lot She hadt
been built te tun on the Siherian éoast.
She was treble-decked in order that the
ice and snow might not damage her, and
was never constructed for tropical voy-
ages, Her very cabins had solid port
holes which conld not be opened, and
there was a steam stove in each eabin.
"Her stoke-hole was a marvel af intrica-
cies. '

Point of Order, .

The Minister for Mines: T rise to. a
point of order. The hon. member is
dealing with ancient history which has
heen hefore the House very often, the
construciton and mechanism of this boat
and the manner in which she was pur-
chased and managed in the years gone
hy. He is, T claim, not right in speaking
thus on this particular item, which pro-
vides only for the ruaning of this vessel
for the present vear. T submit that the
leader of the Qpposition is not in order
in dealing with the purchase of the
“Western Australia” in some past year,
inasmuch as the provision on these Esti-
mates deals only with the running of the
steamer for portion of the present year.

Hon. Frank 1Vilson: T submit that T
have a perfeet right to deal with the
steamers referred to in these Estimates
in all their phases, from the date they
were built to the date when they have
passed out of the Government’s hands.
[ have the right, T submit further, to deal
with the “N 2, under the last portion of
the steamship items, and a right to deal
with the service for all years,
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The Chairman: I have already ruled—
and let me empbhasise it—Lbat the hon.
member has the right to deal with every
item in this vote, but bevond that he may
not go, and there is nothing down for the
purchase of the “YWestern Australia” or
for ancient Iistory as o Captain Greg-
ory or as to.Sir Newton Moore. There-
fore it is evidently tedions repetition, and,
further, it is repetition of maiters that
took plaee years ago and that certainly
have nothing to do with ihis vote. As
regards the “N2" the hon. member has
a perfect right to deal with that, since the
items appears on the Fstimates. Bui as
lo the “Western Australia” and what took
Place in regard to that steniner lwn oy
three vears ago, T must role that that is
not vight, seeing there is only £11.000 on
the Estimates for the “Western Austra-
lia.¥ T want also to eall the "attention of
members to Standing Order 140a, becanse
it $trikes me Foreibly that T shall be enin-
pelled to use it—

- The Speaker or the Chairman, alter
having called the atiention of the
House or the Commiitee to the conduct
of a member who persisis in irrelevance

. ur fedious repetition, either of his own
arguments or of the arguments used by
olher members in debate, may direct
him lo discontinue his speech: Pro-
vided that such member shall have the
right to require that the question
whether he shall be furiher heard be
put, and thereupon such question shall
be put without debate.

If there is going fo he a continnance of

the tedious repetition which has taken
place this evening, T shall be forred to
put that Standing Order inte operation.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T should like to
know. Sir, if vou charge me with tedions
repetition? T have not repeated any-
thing.

The Chairman: The hon. member is
not usnally guilty of repetition, but I am
afraid he has repeated an immense
amouni over the “Western Australia.”

Hon, Frank Wilson: I have not re-
peated myself. T have answered interjec-
tions,
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The Chairman: 1 am ruling now that
the hon. member has the nght to disenss
the “Western Australia” as far as this
vote is concerned, but no right to discuss
the purchase price of the “Western Aus-
fralia” and the ancient history of the
matter, becanse it has nothing to do with
this vote. The purchase money of the
“Western Ausiralia” was paid ont of
Y.oan funds.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Bul the inferest
comes out of this,

The Cliwirman: 1t s paid out of the
Consolidater TRevenue, but

Hon. Frank Wilson: May I draw yoor
attention to the words “all other expendi-
ture” in the item referring to the “West-
ern Australia”?

The Chairman : That is for the current
year. However, I am foreed to rule
as I did. All sauthorities, including
May, are in favour of it that you must
deal with these items as they appear,
Y have given the widest possible Iatitude,
hut there is a limit.

Debate Resumed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The item
referring to the ' Western Australia ™’
provides for salaries and wages, repairs
and surveys, supplies, commission, in-
surances, claims, proportion of No. 3
survey, and all other expenditure in
connection with the steamer.

The Minister for Mines: For the cur-
rent year

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I want to
point out why the expensc is so heavy.
As regards the No. 3 survey, which cost,
I think, £12,000, only £7,000 was debited
against last year’s working expenses, and
the balance is to be carried over three
vears. I cannot say what amount has
been written off this year, hecause the
documents are not available to show it.
That is the fagit of the Government and
of the departmental officers. Why was
the cost of the survey 8o heavy ? Be-
cause the (overnment bought a steamer
which was serond-hand, ready for the
scrap heap when we got her, and un.
suitable for our work.

Member : That is relevant.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON : Ministers
by irrelevent interjections seek to hide
their tracks. I want to make their
tracka plain for everybody to see.

g Se\'eralImambers'interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must
ask hon. members not to interject.
For the last hali-hour there have been
searcely half-a-dozen coherent sentences,
because of the interjections.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We first
had to spend money to purchase the
* Western Australia,” and we have been
spending money on her ever since. She
has proved a ghastly failure, and I am
happy to think that even at the eleventh
hour the Covernment have come to
their senses and stopped her running
and sent her Home to be sold at the best
price obtainable. They have been fortu.
nate in chartering her to the British
Government, but I wvery much f{ear
that the charter will end abruptly when
the authorities find that the vessel is
not suitable for their purposes. I must
admit that we can profitably employ a
vessel of this deseription when she is
lying most of the time in a harbour.
The loss in connection with this steamer
was ineurred while running her. It was
impossible to run the ' Wegtern Aus-
tralia ' economically, because she con-
sumes a larger quantity of fuel than any
other modern vessel of her tonnage.
We are going to earn £18,000 per annum
from the “° Western Australia,” so the
Minister tells us. 1 consider that the
Government and the State are exceed-
ingly lucky that for a short time they
have got out of what I consider one of
the most foolish and desperate positions
any Government could find themselves
in, owing to their inexperience and in-
capacity. After having had experience
of this steamer, we immediately rush
along and charter a German ship to take
her place, the place of an Austrian-built
vessel, and we are told by the manager
of the Steamship Serviee that there is
a necessity for getting hold of the “N 2 %7
to take the place of the ‘' Western Aus-
tralia ’ Dbecause the ‘‘ Kwinana,” has
done excellent work in the past and is
now about 24 vears old, and will soon be fit
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for the scrap heap, if she is not already
fit tu gu Lhere. The " Kwinana’ was
purchased in Melbourne at about the
same time as the * Western Australia.”
Mr. Stevens reports that the * Kwinana
is getting a very old ship and in 12
months’ time will have to face her second
No. 3 survey and heavy repairs, and the
guestion will arise whether it will be
economical to run her in view of the
economy of the Diesel type of ship, and
if it becomes advisable to sell her, the
** Lalandia ”* could do all, pending the
arrival of another vessel to take her
place. Here we have not only the
* Western Australia ' a failure, but we
have the “ Kwinana,” stated by the
manager. of the Steamship Service to
be so old as to shortly be practically
uséless.

Mr. Willmott :
old age pension.

And entitled to the

(Hon, M. P. Troy took the Chutr.]

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I admit
that Mr. Stevens is actuated by a desire
to force the purchase of a new vessel,
and it might be a laudable desire, but
it can hardly be so at the present juncture.
This is the way he deseribes the State
steamers which Ministers are so proud
of : he says that the relief to the minds
of those who are adiministering this branch
of the Government service at the chance
of being at last provided with up-to-date
economical working machinery, is very
great indeed. The working of this service
with old and decrepit and badly designed
and uneconomical plant, with which it was
equipped, has been a great strain, That
statement is endorsed by the fact that the
Government do not want to take the risk
of being saddled with the responsibility of
any further bad propositions like the
“ Western Australia.” Members can only
come to the one conclusion that thisde-
partment has not been administered in the
best interests of the State, that it was
not conceived in the interests of the
people of Western Australia, and the
sooner we can close it up instead of ex-
tending it, the better off will the country
be. The " Eucla™ is a smoll vessel
of something under 1,000 tons. She has
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never even paid her running expenses,
1zt alone & profit on the cost of her pur.
chase. The repairs, the services, sup-
plies, commissions, insurance, claims, and
a proportion of No. 3 survey, and all
other expenses for this vessel for the one
year are set down at £11,500. It would
be interesting to know how much it is
anticipated the * Eucla ”' could earn as
& set-off against this huge expenditure
which equals the sum total of the price
paid for her purchase.

Mr. Willmott: She has earned the
undying hatred of anyone who ever had
anything to do with her.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I know she
cost the State something like £12,000, and
1 hear that she was under offer for sale
for something like half the money at
the time we stepped in and relieved thie
then owners of & bad bargain. The
“Unb” i8 a small éraft, which the
Minister tells ns has now been transferred
to the Fisheries Department at a price
of £3,000. Evidently it is to the *“ Una "
we are to look for supplying fresh fish
to the metropolitan market. But she
also was one of those disastrous de-
pertmental vessels until this year, and
ghe was purchased for something like
£2,000. The previous owners purchased
the vessel only a short time before for
£1,200h.  As she gets older the more her
value appears to increase in the eyes
of the Government.

Mr. Willmott : Like wine, she improves
with age. .

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That ap-
parently is the system on which we are
going to bolster up these defective
services. I want to know what we are
going to do with the nominal profit on
the ** Una " as the result of this wonder-
ful transaction between the two branches
of the one department. Who is going
to collect the thousand pounds * It is an
absurd transaction, bound to result in
wrong figures being placed before the
Committee. Unless this thousand pounds
is lodged in a special fund apart irom
the general monetary transactions of the
departnients [ cannot see how we are
going to do otherwise than reduce the
capital cost of the other steamers by this
nominal profit on a book sntry. So
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we here have an error in regard to this
transaction. Mention was made of this
German wvessel, ““N 2. The Minister
said people were perfectly satisfied with
this stesmer. But the same remark
was made in regard to the " Western Aus-
tralia ” until we had sll sorts of yarns
from the Northern ports about the treat-
ment of the passengers, the lack of food
supplies, the shortage of water, the
general inconvenience which passengers
had to put up with and the pilfering that
went on, the disgraceful scenes at the
‘bar of the steamer, the lack of disciplina,
and the fact that passengers were known to
stream ashore with water-bags over their
shoulders in order to get & moderate
supply of potable water for their personal
consumption. All thia was significant
of the truth of the reports by those who
travelled by the vessel. I use this state-
ment as an answer to the Minister ;
we cannot accept all he may say in this
Chamber in regard to this German
vessel, ‘N 2. I admit without having
ingpected this new aecquisition to this
very virile and  active departmnent,
though I saw her at Brisbane, that she is
& fine vessel, and I understand she has
accommodation and facilities for econ-
omical running superior to those of the
“ Western Australia,” from the lack of
which we have suffered so much. It is
natural that the Acting Manager of the
department wishes to win out. I com-
mend Mr. Stevens for his desire to
retrieve the reputation of the Govern-
ment which has been so badly damaged
through the carlier administration of
the department. Notwithstanding that
he is a young man, hs has found time to
acquire the knowledge and acumen
necessary for the control of steamships
in competition with the privately owned
and run concerns.

Mr. Willmott: Or the cocksureness.

The Ministor for Mines : He is not half
so cocksure as the member for Nelson.

4 o'cloek, um,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The two
propositions are very different. The one
is a Government department run on
red tape lines to a very large extent
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the other represents steamers controlled
and, managed by men who have devoted
the whale of their lives to this class of
industrial enterprise, No matter how
capable Mr, Stevens might be—and
undoubtedly he is capable—we cannot
expect him to manage these two huge
departments, each of which constitutes
the work of a man just as capable a®
he, if we are to get satisfactory results.
He can neither do credit to himseli nor
work with profit to the State. His
report to Ministers in Cabinet in c¢on-
nection with the servize and the language
he employed to describe the vessels go

“to show he is afflicted with a nervous

anxiety as to the result upon his own
reputesion and my sympathies go out to
the manager in the very difficult position
which he finds himself. Notwithstanding
that I must of necessity draw attention
to the extravagance of .his language in
describing this decrepit, olisolete, out-of-
date plant which he has to manage,
I can understand his anxiety to protect
his own reputation, or build it up so
far as steamship management was com.
cerned. He was justified to some extent
in applying these drastic terms to a de-
partment which has been created by
gentlemen who had not the necessary
oxperience themselves. The failure of
the Government to make a satisfactory
showing on the Estimates of this depart-
ment, especielly in the present year,
shows that we have an incapable Ctovern-
ment. They are not wilfully incapable,
perhaps, but they lack experience. They
rugshed in and bought plant which is
described in these eloquent terms by
Mr. Stevens. I do not propose this
morning %o refer to the reasons that led
up to the report, which I have referred
to, from Mr. Stevens, or to enter into
& debate as to the advisableness or other-
wise of adding to this fleet of steamers,
which is already too great. We will
have an opportunity, probably, of dis-
cussing all these transactions on the
Loan Estimeates. It was on the advice
of Mr. Stevens exclusively, according to
the report, that the Government acted.
I shall have something to say as to the
action of the Government who after all
their experience during the past four
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.yca.rs, followed explicitly the adviee of
an officer of this description, no matter
how eapable or how honest he may be,
or how honestly he is endeavouring,
according to his judzment to advance the
interests of the State, and more especially
" of the department which he is called
upon to control. If hon. members will
go through the previous debates in regard
to this service, and take the trouble to
follow up the speeches which have been
made in this Chamber since the wunfor-
tunate inception of the service, they will
notice that the Giovernment have been
forewarned und advised times out of
number as to the huge pitfall they were
digging for themselves and for the
country. Members, too, will notice that
we have pointed out that the object that
they advanced for plunging the country
into the expense of sush a departinent,
involving £100,000 per annun, ¢could not
be achieved with the class of equipment
which has been so vividly described by
the manager and so well described by
members on this side of the House from
time to time. . The Government wilfully
closed their eyes to the true position of
affairs and to the fact that they were
overloading the management and had
made a bad selection in the first instancs ;
and further, having got rid of that bad
selection after extolling it to the. skies,
they appointed an officer who, although
he has undoubted sbility and application,
is asked to run a econcern which no man
could successfully run at a profit because
they overloaded him with two depart-
ments, either one of which would take
the full capacity of anyone who was
endeavouring to look after the interesta
of the State. T hope the Committee will
spare a little time and get a full grasp
of the departinent, and will agree with
me that the tine has arrived when we
should take some drastic step against
the continuation of & dopartment which
las become a nightmarc to the officers
who administer it. has proved such a
sad disaster, according to the Minister’s
own showing, and is so much agzinst the
best interests of ihe coundry.

Mr. ALLEXN:
That gr0igress be reported.

1 move—
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Motion put an;i a division taken with
the following result :—-

Ayes . .- o 12
Noes .. - .. 18

Majority against .. G

Aves,
Mr. Allen Mr. Robinson
Mr. Connolly Mr. Smith
Mr. George Mr, Willmott,
Mr. Grifiths Mr. F, Wilson
Mr. Hardwick Mr, Gilchrist
Mr. Lefroy {Teller).
Mr. Mitchell
e NOBA
Mr. Angwin . Mr. O0’Lozhlen
Mr. Chesson 1 Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier Mr. B. J. Stubbs
- Mr. Foley Mr. Taylor
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr, Thomas
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Harrison Mr. A, A, Wilson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Bolion
Myr. MeDowall 1 (Feller).

Mr. Mullany )

Motion i;lms negatived.

Bon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I wish to
enter my emphatic protest against the
appointment of Mr. Stevens to manage
the State Steamship Service. That
gentleman is secretary to the Fremantle
Harbour Trust, and in that tapecity has
proved an excollent officer. I have
nothing whatever to say ageinst Mr.
Stevens personally. First wa find the
Governmont appointing the Engineer-
in-Chief and the Chief Harbour Master
members, of the Fremantle Harbour
Trust, and then appointing the secretary
of the Fremantle Horbour Trust manager”
of the State Stearshipy Service. Thas,
in the event of questions of navigation
or harbour accommodation arising, these
gentlemen will be reporting to them-
selves. .

The Minister for Works: On a point
of order. is there anvthing on these

Estimates desling with the TFremantle
Harbour Trust ?

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
will be in order so long as he confines
hiniself o crivicism of the appointment
of the seerctary of the Fremantle Harbour
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Trust to the managership of the State
Steamship Service. The hon. member
would not be in order in discussing the
harbour trust.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I wish to
show the absurdity of the appointment,
because it is utterly impossible for Mr.
Stevens to earry out the duties of both
positions. The seecond appointment
means the overloading of a willing officer.
I do not question Mr. Stevens's ability
to manage the State steamships, but he
cannot fill both positions. During this
session & question has been asked re-
garding a contract of a very doubtful
character entered into by the State
Steamship Service with James Bell & Co.
and McArdle & Co. for the carriage of
sleepers to the Eastern States.

The Minister for Mines: On a point
of order, that contract was not entered
into by this department.

The CHATRMAN: The Minister is
making & statement, and not raising a
point of order.

The Minister for Mines: Is the hon.
member in order in dealing with the
contract for the carriage of sleepers in
connection with the State Steamship
Service Vote ?

The CHATRMAN : 1 was waiting to
s66¢ how the hon. member intended to
connect his remarks with the subject
under diseussion. If he can.do so, he
will be in order ; if not, he will be out
of order.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: My con-
tention is that the contract was made
by this department.

The Minister for Mines: No. It was

made by the Works Department.
* The CHATRMAN: I am afraid I
cannot allow the hon. member to ramble
on without finding out what vote the
contract comes under. It does mnot
appear to come under this vote.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : In another
place Mr. Jenkins spoke on this subject
as follows on the 10th December, 1913,
in moving for the papers referring to
the matter :—

1 have tabled this motion following
upon the answers I recsived to certain
questions asked in this Chamber a
few days ago. Those answers appear
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on the Minutes of the Proceedings of
the ¢th December. If appears, so far
as I can gather, that quite recently
a contract or an agreement, involving
a huge sum of money, hetween £50,000
and £60,000 has been let by the State
Government for the conveyance of
powellised sleepers, and tenders were
not publicly advertised or called for,
but the method followed seems to have
been simply that some officer of the
department went around to a few
shipping firms and other people and
asked them to quote prices. One would
have thought, in regard to a contract
of this magnitude——

The Minister for Works: Is the
hon. member in order in reading that
speech ?

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
i explaining to the House his justification
for discussing the contract under this
itern.

The Minister for Works : He is
reading & speech which was made in
another place.

The CHATRMAN : I am waiting for
the hon. member to justify his reference
to that speech. 8o far there has been
no justification. The hon. member rose
to justify his long discussion by referring
to a apeesch made by Mr. Jenkins, but
50 far he has failed to connect it with
the discussion. Thersfore, I must ask
him not to discuss that contract further.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am
entitled to assume it was made by the
State Steamship Service.

The CHAIRMAN : I assume that the
hon. member’s discussion is not relevant,
and I must ask him not to refer to the
matter further.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Do you
rule that the shipping contract made by
the Government is in connection with
the Steamship Service of the State ?

The CHAIRMAN : I amn ruling that
the hon. member is not in order in dia-
cussing a speech ocutside the scope of
this debate. The hon. member is only
entitled to continue on lines which are
relevant. I have stated that the hon.
member's remarks are not relevant.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I want to
gay there was a shipping contract let
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and it was of such a pature that £6,000
had to be paid afterwards to cancel it
Did the State Steamship Department
report on that, and, if not, why not ?

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
will continue the diseussion on the
matter bhefore the Committee.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Am I en-
titled to state what the contract was ?

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
i8 pursuing & course which is utterly
ridiculous. He asked me to allow him
to discuss s speech which is connected
with this item. He only asswmes that
it is. The hon. member c¢an assume
a thousand and one things, but he must
not do sa.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY ;: I will take
another opportunity of referring to the
absurd lines on which this contract
was let. I think, however, it is a
remarkable fhing that if we have a
department dealing with the State Steam-
ship Service some other department let
this contract. We have heard of the
raanner. in which the steamers have
been run in the past. The instance I
have referred to only adds one more
to the many in connection with the
mismanagement of the service. This
department was created without any
asuthority from Parliament.

The Minister for Mines: The hon.
member surely is not in order.

Hon. J. D. CONXOLLY : The chair-
man will tell me when I am out of order.
The Minister for Mines need not trouble
himself about that matter. There are
items here for the survey of ships,
£11.000 in one instance and £11,500 in
ancther. That ia all the result of the
action of the Government buying the
“Western Australia,”” the ** Eucla,” and
the “ Una.” I move—

That the vole be reduced by £50,000.

Mr. GEORGE: Members who paid
careful attention to the speech delivered
by the leader of the Opposition will see
that there are very strong reasons why
the Committee should give close con-
sideration to this vote. When we see
the way in which the vote has been cut
up into these various items, we realise
that it would be wrong to pass it without
entering & protest. There}§is an item

(73
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for depreciation, £3,838. It is a mere
farce to fix the depreciation at this
amount. The depreciation on the
“Western Australia ¥ alone must run
to £30,000 or £40,000. For Ministers
to insult the intelligence of the Com-
mittee hy putting in a depreciation of
£3,838 is too bad, and it is equally un-
reasonable to estimate in a foot-note a
revenue of £115,000 without profiering
any justification for the estimate. I
have no desire to say anything against
Mr. Stevens.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): You would not say a word
atraight out, but you would make any
number of innuendoes.

Mr. GEORGE :
ony innuendoes.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : You are making nasty,
dirty innuendoes.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
must withdraw that remark.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): I withdraw.

Mr. GEORGE: Neither the leader
of the Opposition nor myself wish
to say anything derogatory of DMr.
Stevens. I have known him for some
22 or 23 years.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Fonorary
Minister): Why try to decry him ?

Mr. GEORGE: I am not. I knew
him as confidential clerk to the late
Mr. C. Y. O'Connor, and he was s very
good officer.

The Minister for Works :
decent chap ;
erying him down.

Mr. GEORGE: Nothing of the
sort, We may be able t0 express an
opinion.

The Minister for Worka: I would
not mind ii it were an honest one.

Mr. GEORGE: We may question
whether the reports the officer sent
in should carry great weight. That is
not necessarily decrying him. The same
thing is ocewrring in regard to the State
Steamship Service as occurred in regard
to the State Implement Worka. The
man in charge i3 being over-loaded.

I am not making

And a very
yet you are always
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): He is honest, that is the
differcnce.

Mr, Willmott : That is a dirty innuendo.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : And I stand to it, too.

Mr. GEORGE : Does the hon. member
reflect on my honesty ?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : No.

Mr. GEORGE. : The same trouble is
occurring here as occurred in regard to
the State Implement Works. Apart
from the individuality of the manager of
those works he was over-loaded, and in
the same way Mr. Stevens is over-loaded
in regard to the State steamers and the
Harbour Trust. He¢ has done very
good work in regard to the Harbour
Trust, but I say he cannot do justice to
the two services.

The Minister for Works :
good work in both places.

Mr. GEORCGE : But you do not give
him the chance he should have to prove
himself fully in connection with the
Harbour Trust. Although the State
Steamship business has been improved
out of all knowledge by Mr. Stevens.
it would be preferable to place the
management in the hands of a man
trained throughout his life to that
particular kind of work. There is plenty
of scope for Mr. Stevens in the work
of the Harbour Trust.

The Minister for Works : It is always
best to get & man you know.

Mr. GEORGE: Yes. It is a pity
thet in connection with one large under-
taking which has occupied attentionlately
the Government did not employ someone
they knew before entering into ne-
gotiations. They got to know the
gentleman afterwards to the cost of
the country. Mr. Stevens has given
what he thought was good adviee in
conneetion with the purcliase of ships,
and he deals with ships in these esti-
mates.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister) : The purchase of ships is not
provided for in these Istimates.

Mr. GEORGE: The State ships are
dealt with in fhese Estimates.

He has done
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): There is no purchase of
ships provided for in these Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minigter): There i3 no purchase of
ships provided for in these Estimates.

The CHATRMAN : Qrder! The Hon-
orary Minister must keep order.

Mr. GEORGE: There is no reference
t0 the purchase of any ship in these
Estimates but I have a right to refer
to the file to show Mr. Stevens' opinion
in regard to these ships. It would have
been far better if the purchase of further
chips could have been separated from
the very damning reports on the existing
boats hut even with regard to the
purchase of ships—

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Henorary
Minister) : Which ships 7 There is
no purchase of ships provided for in
these Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: The Honorary
Minister must keep order. If he thinks
the hon. member is out of order he can
rise to a point of order and I will decide
it.

Mr. GEQORGE: Provision is made
for salaries and we assume that the
manager’s salary is provided for. In
discussing the manager’s salary, we are
entitled to question whether his ex-
perience has been sufficient to enable him
to give such strong advice upon which
the Government have acted in regard
to additions to be made to their feet.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minigter}: There are no additions to
the fleet under these Estimates.

Mr. GEORGE: No one wishes to
decry the ability of Mr. Stevens but we
might question his experience, as to
whether this advice should have been
given by him and acted upon by the
Government.

Mr. Bolton: That is the way they
removed the previous manager, said
they were only gquestioning his ex-
perience and not his ability, but he
was pushed out.

#r. GEORGE: I have™no desire to
see Mr. Stevens shifted.

Mr. Bolton: Want of__i"bxperience
does that.
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Mr. GEORGE : No, it does not. We
might question the advisableness of
having one gentleman with two gigantic
tagks on his shoulders. I wish to give
him and the State a fair show.

The Minister for Works : Your party
never gave anyons & fair show.

Mr. GEQORGE : That remark requires
no answer. Both the Minister for Works
and the Honorary Minister are irritable
through having sat here during the last
14 hours, all through their misapplied
firmness to attempt to push the Iistimates
through & tired House and to try to
burke discussion.

Mr. Bolton: You will adnit thet
the gag could have heen moved.

Mr. GEORGE: The Government,
with their dwindling majority, are a
little too cautious to attempt that.

The CHATRMAX : The hon. member
must revert to the guestion under dis-

cugsion. His remarks are by no means
relevant.
Mr. GEORGE: With such interrup-

tions could anyone pursue his speech 7

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
can ignore the interruptions.

Mr. GEORGE: There is probably
no chance of dhrrying the reduction but
it is necessary to enter a firm protest
against the methods adopted by the
Government relative to the State Stearn-
ship Service. The Government would be
wise if they separated the two positions
and did not overweight and over-drive
a willing man. They are not giving
him an opportunity to do justice to
one service or the other and they are
doing the greatest injustice to the man
himself.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed,

Vote—State Sawmills, £169,950 :

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The re-
venue of this Department for the first
three montls of the present financial
year which have now gone by amounted to
£47,000, and the expenditure to £71,000,
a difference of £34,000, which, according
to the Treasury figures, this trading con-
cern has gone to the bad during that
period. We shall T suppose, be met by
the old argnment that we are accumu-
lating stocks at the sawmills, and that
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in eonsequence we have to find capital
to cover this stock. On a previous oc-
casion I pointed out the danger which
lay in these aceumulated stocks. An
answer of this description mighi per- -
haps held good for 12 months in excep-
tional eases, such as the time of war
through whiech we are now passing, but
this eash defieit cannot go on vear after
vear without causing dissatisfaction not
only in this Chamber but amongst the
general community. If we go on year
after year showing a cash defieit of
many thousands of pounds we shall ulti-
mately ran into a huge loss. I had oecca-
sion to stress this point with regard to
the implement works. The Minister
would not listen to me last year when I
pointed out the huge discrepancy he-
tween the revenue and expenditure of
the econcern. I was told that I had not
taken the book debts and the stock in
hand into aecount. To-night we have
had the admission that there has been a
loss on the concern of £40,000. T pointed
out the same lhing in regard te the saw-
millg, but I maintain that the consider-
ation which this serious position of af-
fairs is entitled to receive has not been
given to it by the Government. Fere we
have 'a sample of the system whieh per-
meates the different departments and
all our indusirial enterprises, whieh is
going to bring the State to ruinafion, if
it is not quickly put a stop io. I com-
mend this to my hon. friend who repre-
sents the farmers and settlers. He
should not be so ready to pass the Esti-
mates when Ministers place them before
him, Estimates which show a total dis-
regard for approved finaneial methods
and the absence of a proper re-
gard for the finances of the coun-
try. The State Sawmills form one
of these huge white elephants, badly
administered, horribly mis-managed, in-
tensely over-capitalised, which is gZoing
to bring discredit upon the Government
of the State. The whole system is over
capitalised. We know that the State
sawmills have cost 50 per cent. more
than they should have done for their
output. I would stake all I possess that
for fifty per cent. less money we would
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have achieved the same result as these
State Mills have achieved.

The Minister for Works: If all we are
told is correct everything you have been
econnected with has not been a Success.

Hon. TRANK WILSON: That is an
unfair and cowardly suggestion to make.
The Minister knows very well that my
mills were all snceessful.

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon.
member must withdraw the word

Heowardly, !

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not see
why T should withdraw it. Everything
I have touched has been a suceess. Tt is
a cowardly attack to make upon me.

The Minister for Works: Go on; T do
not mind.

The CHAIRMAN: Ocder! The hon.
member has himself used most seathing
remarks.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:
entitled to make them,

The CHAIRMAN: But the hon, mem-
ber lias not been ealled to order for hav-
ing done so.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have.

The CHAIRMAN:  When the hon.
member makes assertions in the lone he
does, a tone whiech is caleulated to canse
other members to retaliate, I think he
must withdraw,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What about
the Minister’s interjection?

The CHAIRMAN: If the Minister
bhas made an interjection which is offen-
sive to the hon. member I will ask him
to withdraw it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was offen-
to me,

The CHAIRMAN: I heard no remark
from the Minister whieli I considered to
be offensive.

Hon, FRANIKK WILSQON: Tt was most
offensive.

The CHAIRMAN: If the remark was
offensive I am sure that the Minister will
withdraw it, bat the hon. member must
withdraw the word ‘‘cowardly.’”’

The Minister for Works: I will with-
draw it, if the bon. member thinks if is
offensive.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX : The Minister

And T am
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is allowed to make these interjeefions,
times ont of number against my reputa-
tion, and T resent them strongly. I am
going to resent this sovt of thing every
time.

The CHAIRMAN:
for the hon. member to adopt in
ense—

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Oh yves, five
me out, as you-did before. I am not go-
ing to put up with these insnlis from
Ministers.

Mr. George: They will only give you
all the more.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T will give
them something to remember,

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister
Works has withdrawn the remark.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tle has not

The only course
this

for

-done anything of the kind.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
can only say that the hon. member’s
words in regard te the managemeni of
the Works drew from me the remark
that if all the statements we heard were
true, then some of the sawmills the bon.
member has been in charge of have not
heen entirvely suecessful,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That i1s a
e and onght to be withdrawn.

The Minister for Works: I will with-
draw the remark if the hon. wember
thinks it is offensive.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter ought to be made to apologise too.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
will, T hope, withdraw his remark now.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In the cir-
cumstances T will withdraw the remark,
but I want the Minister to remember not
to repeat the offence.

The CHATRMAN: Ovder! Let
there he no more about the matter.
Hon. PRANK WILSON: Tt should

be definitely settled that T should not be
insulted in this way everv time I get up.

5 d'clock, a.m.

The CHATRMAN: Order! Will the
hon. member take his seat? The hon.
member has no eause to say that he is
not protected from insults.
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Hon. FRANK WILSOX: I get them
every day.

The CHAIRMAX: Order! The hon.
member receives generous treatment. 1
want to inferm the hon. member that,
if he thinks that by this eonduct he ean
browbeat the Chairman, he is ahsolutely
mistaken.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well, do
not threaten me, Sir.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
has had most tolerant treatment. Both
wembers having withdrawn, let there be
no more about it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T was dis-
cussing the result of the operaiions of
the Stafe Sawmills, and {he «question
whether they had been economically man-
aged sinee their inception, whether the
scheme had been properly carried out
by the Governmeni—which I am justly
entitled to criticise as I think fit—and
as fo whether at the present moment we
are getting proper results from this en-
terprise, which T stated was likely to
prove even a worse white elephant than
the State Tmplement Works. The State
Sawmills were established to erush .the
unholy cormorant combine known as
Millars. The preseni Minister for Lands
has stated publicly that his intention was
to erush all opposition out of existence.
Proof can be brought of that, if it is re-
quired. I have always protested in the
strongest terms against such maladminis-
tration of public affairs. If we are going
to descend to the petty, personal spife-
fulness of attempting to erush out of
existenee individuals or companies or
concerns which have helped considerably
to develop this State, T maintain we shall
be committing a erime against the very
people whom we have taken an oath to
protect, by our oath of allegiance to the
King. With regar@ to the State Saw-
mills powellising plant at Big Brook,
which T have vizifed, £30.000 has been
spent on this plant for only one sawmill.
Many thovsands of pounds have bheen lnst
there. TPiles to bhe powellised for ihe
electric power station at Fast Perth were
cut at Dwellingup. railed abont 1530 miles
fo Big Broak to be powellised, and then
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returned to East Perth for utilization
in the foundations of that tremendous
power station which will eost the country
nearly half a million of money when it is
finished. These are the piles referred to
in the dispule between the Works Depart-
ment and the Railway Departmenl. Piles
were powellised by the Works Depart-
ment at a cost of £4 odd each, as against
a cost of 235, per pile powellised by the
Railway Department at their Buabury
Works: and those Bunbury works, I ven-
ture to say, did not cost one-fourth of
the money sunk in the Big Brook powel-
lising works. The sawmills policy was
madness in itself. From its very in-
ception it conld net sncesed, That has
heen poinied outf in ihis Chamber ¢n many
occasions, but of course Ministers always
locked upon it as a mere political dodge.
They ecannot give credit for honesty of
purpose.  When I say there has been
wasteful and extravagant expenditure.
on the sawmills, T maintain that the Min-
isters who are responsible ought io listen
carefully, and ought lo make some in-
miuiry as to the corvectness of my state-
ments.  But no., Ministers prefer to
throw doubt on one’s ability to size up
the position. They like to throw a slur
un one’s reputation as regards the business
enlerprizes in which one has been en-
zaged. IEven to-night it has heen cast
in my teeth that 1 have had a varied ex-~
perienee. Tt is true that | have had ex-
perience in industrial enterprises which
AMinisters perhaps have not had. I have
had 435 years’ active experience in com-
merical anterprises, and very few people
have travelled so much and lived
in go many different places as 1 have,
with so many opportunities of gaining
intfimale knowledge of the management
and financial administration of various
accupations and eallings. Not one enter-
prise T have touched during my carger in
Australia has proved a failure. On the
other hand, as with State affairs. T have
repeatedly had to drag out of a difficult
financial impassé enterprises wilh which
1 have heen connected—not an impassé
of my own creation, but resulting from

others not being equal to the position.
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Therefore, I have some elaim to criticise
the State Sawmills. I bhave spent eight
or ten years in the fimber industry., 1T
had the control of sawmills here about
24 years ago. My friend the member for
Murray-Wellington, I may mention, has
had control of the Jarrahdale sawmills.
I may say, further, that notwithstanding
all the financial difficulties of the sawmill
undertaking which I managed 1 brought
it out successfully, making in my last
three years £45,000 net profit. We can-
not get 2 man at £600 a year to properly
manage the huge eoncern which exists to-
day, Tt might be possible to get a mill-
wright for the money to ersct mills and
supervise and econfrol them and keep them
in good order, but we cannot get a man
of all-round experience, one who will
make the industry that success which the
State undoubtedly ought to make of it,
with the many advantages it possesses
for obtaining trade. Is there any-
one who conld have seeured the orders
that the Government secured the other
day? Yet hon. members opposite claim
that they have made a snesess of this de-
partment. Last year, we had the deplor-
ahle zpeetacle of a balance sheet being
produced whieh showed a profit of £2,000
withont depreciation having been written
off. That was only a portion of the
profit that they took from the
hewers whom they engaged to hew
sleepers for South Africa and elsewhere.
They actually took the profits from
their supporters, the men they look npon
to put them into their Ministerial posi-
tions in order to show a profit of
£2,000 on paper only. Now members op-
posite ask us at this hour of the morning
to calmly accept Estimates without =a
word of discussion, without ehowing the
true position of this marvellons enter-
prise, These Estimates are only a farce.
We cannot possibly derive any anthentic
information from Ministers, information
which will enable us fo come to a eon-
elusion as to whether the Estimates ean
be realised and as to whether they tfrnly
describe the position of this big enter-
prise. T look af the figures of the three

months of the present financial vear and
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1 ask myself whether I am dreaming
when T read the Estimates which the
Government have pui before the Cham-
ber, The Estimates show that we are to
have an expenditure of £169,950 and that
we are to have an estimated revenue of
£188,000. There s a difference of
£18,000. These figures are simply flung
at us without proper consideration, as
is evidenced by the fact that here we
have this huge undertaking om the basis
of an £18,000 surplus at the end of the
year,

Mzr. Green: We had a surplus on rev-
enue account last month.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What did
the hon. member eall it? A surplus of
£9,000 and the State collected £90,000 in
land rents! Ii just shows what the hon.
member knows about if. There is no pro-
vision here for interest, depreciation, or
sinking fund, We can only see ‘‘ete.”’
in the Incidentals, so that actually on the

-face of ihese figures the Government try

to make them balance or else there is a
loss showing., lu regard ito the figures
for the first three months of the present
finaneial year, the revenue in that period
was £47,000 and the expenditure £71,000,
There we have at once a difference of
£24000. How far are we going before
the finaneial year closest What does the
£24.000 consist of? Are we still aceu-
mulating stock in these works? Oat of
the State enterprises, some nine of them
that we have the figures of show a
£53,000 difference between the expendi-
ture and the revenue, in other words,
there is £33,000 less revenne than the ex-
penditure. Yet Ministers will have ns
believe that we are going to have a sue-
cessful issue from the Siate Sawmills
in this finanecial year,

Mr. Green: Do you not think that the
figures von are quofing from have been
cooked ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: These are
Treasury figures; how ean they be
cooked? The Government shonld look
into this department before it is too late,
and stop the cotting of fruit cases on a
plant which has cost the thick end of
£100,000, because I wunderstand that is
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the work some of these benches are em-
ployed upon. You eannot keep a quarter-
of-a-million plant employed on fruit
cases. The best thing the Government
can do is to close down if they have not
the work. Here we have losses going on
in every department. Look at what could
be done in the way of expediting agricul-
tural ravways lo give the producers the
chanre of existing, and to assist the pro-
gress of the State if this money were only
well expended instead of heing thrown
away in the manner in which it is. The
idea of keeping men employed at any
cosh oueht fo have hbeen exploded long
since. It is criminal for the Minister lo
take woney out of the pockets of the tax-
pavers to pay men when there is no work
for them to do.

Hon. K. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : T suppose vou would let them
starve?

Hon. FRAXNK WILSOXN: T would
put the money into proper channels of
emibloyment. We have tried to achieve
results with cheap management hy men

never trained to administer large
undertakings of this  dezeription.
Private concerns are paying men
who have made a lifellong study
of work of this description many
times the salaries the State offers. It is

all in keeping with the democratie spirit:
managers must not be able to earn a
higher remuneration than the Ilabourer,

Hon. R. II. Tnderwood (Honorary
MMinister) ; He is a rotter, 1he labourer, a
pour old thing,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member would be a poor old thing as a
lahourer, The Minister thinks he is u-
ng to get a good administrator for a cum-
cern of this deseription for only slightly
more remuneration than would be 131
to a Iabourer. Tt is a fallaey, just a< biy
a fallaey as it is to think that we can pet
good Ministers without special training.

Mr, Green: Schwab of America came
out of the workshop.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX: But he had
office training also. T like to see a man
rise from the lower rungs, but he must
not miss the middle rungs. These State
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Sawmills have been drifting inte a par-
lous position, 1 believe that 12 months
ago we appointed a commercial agent.
11 would be inieresting to know from the
Minister what that agent is doing and
whai he costs the department. 1 have
not heard of any huge eontracts coming
to the sawmills as a result of the activi-
ties of the gentleman appointed to this
position, although T know him to be a
preity shrewd man.

'The Minister for Works: He did very

“well last year.

Hon. FRANE WILSON : Will the
Minister give us some information on the
point? It wonld be interesting, too, if
the Minister would give us some informa-
tion as to the output of hewn timber as
compared with that of sawn timber, the
cost of each and the selling price. This
would give us some idea of where the
profits have come from.

The Minister for Works: From sawn
timber this vear.

Hon. FRAXK WILSON: It was from
hewn timber last year. I would like to
know what is being done in regard to
stores. There are general and firading
stores. At one of these timber stations
objection was raised to a private indivi-
dual who wanted to establish a store on
lis own land, and slrong measures were
taken to prevent him from doing so. T
remember when members now on the Gov-
ernment side were loud in their denuneia-
tion of any private person who at-
tempted to establish stores and throw
obslacles in the way of others who wished
to enter into compefition with tbem. Yet
we have hon. members exercising the
very deplorable powers which they, when
on the Opposition benches, were always
very fond of attributing to owners of
private sawmills as erimes. What profit
are the Government getting from their
stores? On big stations like Big Brook
and Manjimup there would be a consid-
erable profit from the general store if
there was no competition, and it would
be necessary to charge only very little
more than town prices.

My, Green: That would he part of
the business.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: But mem-
bers bave not been backward in attack-
ing others for the same thing, 1 have
heard all soris of complaints as to how
the Truek Act was disregarded.

The Minister for Works: 1 have not
heard them.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: It appears
to me that, in the eyes of the Govern-
ment, there is a law for the individual
and another for themselves as adminis-
trators of the different public depart-

ments of this State. If the Government

will insist upon going in for these en-
terprises, pledging the revenne of the
counlry and drawing taxation from the
pockets of the people to cover their
losses, let us see that they administer
them and treat their employees and
others conunected with the industry on
the same fair and equitable lines they
urged private employers to meie out to
their employees in years gone by. This
is some of the information the Minister
wight well vouchsafe to the Chamber,
and he might also very well—considering
that the balanee sheet of this department
has already been completed, although
noi audited finallv—give us some informn-
" ation in advanee as to the approximate
posilion  of the year’s trading. A
note on the 18th Oectober stated that
the audit was nearly completed. That is
ten days ago, and it would be gratifying
if, after a proper audit and stocktaking,
the sawmills eame out with a eredit bal-
ance, I would like to hear that the
wearying statement of loss repeated in
regard to so many other State enter-
prices didk not apply to this, after mak-
ing due allowanee for depreciation and
all other charges, but that fhere was a
prolit.

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS :
Seeing we have heard so much from the
hon. member in regard to sawmills, it is
hardly necessary for me to give him any
information, At the time the sawmills
were starled there was not the same op-
position to the establishment of mills as
there is now.

Hon, Frank Wilson: There was.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was at that time considered that the Gov-
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ernment would be doing a very good
thing in the interests of the State if they
eould establish mills to deal with the
karri timber and open up that district.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, I opposed
it from the inception.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the Opposition were genuine in their
stafement that their attitude towards
these enterprises is in the bhest interests
of the ecountry, we might ask their
advice in regard to some of them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You would not
take it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: After
the exhibition we have had during the
night, we can only conelude that mem-
bers opposife are not altogether gen-
uine in their desire to see the sawmills
ran in the best interests of the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I ask the Minijster
to withdraw that statement; it is a reflec-
tion on myself and everyome else.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
withdraw if.
Hon. Frank Wilson: The Minister

might apologise.
injury.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
all this about?

Hon. Frank Wilson: An insinnatior by
the Minister reflecting on my honour and
the hononr of members on this side of the
House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have already withdrawn it. T regret that
at times T am drawn into saying things
whiclt T have no desire to say. But
when the hon. member uses such language
it tends to draw out statements which
one, after having made them, regrets.
Still, the hon. member-ought not to com-
plain. He started to disparage the offi-
cers who were in charge of the State

He is adding insult to

What iz

sawmills, Those officers have done very
aood work.
Mr. Willmott: Those who were in

charge at the start?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Those in charge at present. The hon.
merber also said he would guarantee Lo
construct these mills for 50 per cent. of
their cost.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: They have cost 50
per eent. more than I could have erected
mills of equa! capaeity,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon., member says that ihe sawmills have
not paid, that they have been of no benefit
1o any persons, and ihat we are almost
committing a crime if we give to men,
who would otherwisze be out of emplov-
ment. an opportunity of earning their
livelihuod by cutting timber, unless we
have deflinite orders for the particular
timber which was being cut. [In the
opinton of the hon. member it would pro-
bably be wiser that we should feed men
instead of giving them waork to do,

Mr, George: Tt is not zood to keep
timber in stoek,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
admit that. We have at the present time
on order undelivered, approximately.
51.000 loads of timber.

Hon. Frank Wilsen: What is your out-
put per month?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
has been decreased considerably of late.
In regard to orders which we have to
supply we have only in stock 15,576 loads
at the present time towards the 51,000
loads T have referred to.

Mr. George: You have then 36,000
loads still to eut?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
amounts to about 35,000 loads, It is true
we have a large stock on hand. We have
stocks of scantlings and also of sleepers.
F'he sleepers we have in stock are of good
sizes, and no doubt when the market re-
vives a little they will find a ready sale.
We have been asked how we value our
stocks. We value them from £1 to £3 5s.
per load. The stocks have been valued
at a low figure, and there iz not the
slightest doubt, so far as the information
at my command tells me, that our stocks
would realise the full amount and rore
than they have been estimated to realise.

Mr, George: You cannot get good tim-
ber for £1 a load.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
admit that. We had a lot of scantlings
which we had to cut at the time when
we were getting sleepers ready. 1 am
giving their value.. [ regret that the
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halance sheet has not been audited in time
to be presented before the Committee.
1 have heen looking forward for the last
week or 10 days for the balance sheet.
Cnly vesterday I asked expressly if 1
conlid have it and made further inquiries
ahout it to-day. For the year's working
we have shown a gross profit of abont
£23.364 and some few shillings.

Hon, Frank Wilson: What is the net
profit?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Last
vear we had a net profit of £2,493 6s. 8d.
This vear, with the £2,493, will leave us
with a nel profit of £3,200.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Afier writing of
ey reciation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have written off depreciation to the
amgunt of £10,067. We have aiso paid
interast on loan capital of close on an-
other £10,000. So far as last year was
concerned, therefore, I do not think hon.
members will have any ecause for ecom-
plaint,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
mterest on Treasury advances; are they
charged nup?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1In
regard to Treasury advances, the hon.
member is fully aware that we cut stocks
this year for the express purpose of giv-
ing people employment. We have good
stocks on hand. The net revenne will
more than pay the inierest on the capital.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then yon have
not charged the interest on the eapital,
and your profits have gone up the spout?

The MTINISTER FOR WORKS: The
keeping of these men in employment has
meaut benefit to the State, otherwise these
men would have been a loss to the State.

Hon, Frank Wiison: You cannot run an
industrial department as a philanihropie
institution.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: We
must not forget that, unfortunately,
through the friends of the hoin. mein-
ber

Hon. Frank Wilson:
right to say that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
meant his political friends.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who were they?

Yo have no
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ow-
ing to the action of some of the polifical
friends of tlhe hon. member we lost a
large proportion of ithe order, which, it
was anticipated when the mills were
erected, we would bave to execute.

Hon, Frank Wilson:; Prove ibat,

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: 1
can prove it very easily. It is well known
that the lale Prime Minister cancelled
the order for the sleepers from Westera
Australia for the Trans-Ausiralian rail-
way. The bhon. member protested againsl
it himself at the time.

Hon, Frank Wilson: I do not think 1
did. Can you prove that assertion in
Hansard?

The MINISTER FOR YWORKS: The
order was cancelled, The saw mills were
constructed for the purpose, in the first
instance, of executing this order. It has
been proved since that the order could
have been fulfilled in the time allotted in
the contract.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Never,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. mewmber knows the reasons why the
order was not up to time. The Federal
authoriiies were very anxious to cancel
the contraet, because their inierest in
Western Ausiralia was so small that
they did not care a hang whether the
State made a loss or not.

Mr. George: They were not satisfied
with the powellising business,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
this matter we have had the experience of
the Port Hedland to Marble Bar railway
for some vears past. The jarrah sleepers
which were put there unpowellised have
been ravaged hy the white ants, while the
powellised jarrah sleepers have not been
toueled. The powellised sleepers were
put inio the worst white ant country.
which shows that the powellising proeess
has proved effective, so far as the Port
Hedland to Marble Bar railway is con-
cerned.

Mr. George: Eifective for those who
have to reeceive the royalty.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: All
this information can be found in the re-
port of the Commissioner for Railways.
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The hon. member will, T think, be fully
satisfied when he has the balance sheet.
I have given him an outline of the posi-
tion so far as the results disclose if, We
have £118,000 worth of timber in stock.
The value of that timber has been writ-
ten down very low. I think the hon.
member will agree, when I tell him we
price sleepers at from £3 to £3 5s, per
load less 5 per cent, that there is a
possibility of the sleepers realising the
value placed on them. The hon. member
states that there have heen complainis
regarding stores. Up fo date no com-
plaints bave reached me. If on inguiry
I find -that anything wrong is done, I
shall take steps to rectify the matter.

Hon. Frank Wilgson; What profit was
made on stores?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I
bave not the exact figures available. The
member for Murray-Wellington asked
questions conecerning the representative
in England.

Hon, Frank Wilson :
asked the question,

The "MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
representative was on a salary last year
of £700 plus travelling expenses and a
commission,

ITon. Frank Wilson:
sion?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
per cent., I think.

Hon, Frank Wilsen: What was the
total amount von paid him?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
total amount which this gentleman earned
by way of salary and commission and
travelling expenses was approximalely
£3,000. 1 ecannot give the exaet amount
just now, He has been successful in
securing severnl large orders.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Of what wvalue
were they?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
order alone was for 500,000 sleepers for
the Great Western Railway. He has also
sncceeded in gelting several orders for
karri scantlings.

Mr. Willmott: Were the sleepers for
the Great Western Railway karri sleep-
ers?

It was T wlo

What commis-
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No;
jarrah sleepers. The representative has
also suceeeded in securing some orders in
South Africa, and he has been endeav-
ouring te indnce, and will probably
suceeed at an early date in inducing, the
French railways to take our sleepers.
Only a few weeks ago he had an engineer
and a railway manager over from France
to view the sleepers in the Great Western
lines.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You c¢annol get
powellised karri into those eountries.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Powellised karri is not known yet,

Hon. Frank Wilson: T am aware of
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is not yet known as it will be in a shori
time. There is no douabt that the O’Malley
Royal Commission, which was appointed
for the purpose of condemning karri, and
on which representatives of this State
did their utmost to condemn karri, has
had some effect; but I feel certain that
the damage will pass away. There is no
donbt that powellised karri will again
eome to the front.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It has never been
to the front yet. Your predecessor said
two years ago that it was the timber of
the future,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
will come to the front. Every possible
attempt has been made to decry powel-
lised karri, and eertain persons who pro-
fess to have the interests of this State at
heart, but who are in opposition to the
preseni Government, will do anything to
damage the State if only they can hurt
the Government of the State.

Hon, ¥Frank Wilson: Does that refer
to me?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not think
your statement 15 eorreect. In faet, T am
sure it is not correet.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
memher for Nelson drew my attention to
the fact that on last vear’s balance sheet
a small profit was made ont of hewn
sleepers. T have made inquiries on the
point, and have learned that the small
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amouni of £i569 was made oul of hewn
sleepers. To-day the limber trade is not
too bright, Hon, members have referred
o the fact that we are keeping the State
mills going for the purpose of cutting
fruit cases. They eannot object to that,
because Millars are doing the same,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You eannot do it.’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course, the mills are not only on fruit
cases, as the hon, member knows. In the
absence of the white deal fruit cases this
year, the fruit growers are anxicus we
should put in extra plant,

Mr. Willmott: You were not behind-
hand, either, in hopping in with the com-
bine to raise the price. I am a buyer.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have heen asked to increase our plant for
the production of froit cases hecapnse
cases of other timber are not available
this year. It wili be an advantage if we
can induce our fruit growers to uSe cases
of our local timber in preference to the
imported article. Perhaps we shall not
be able to do as well with our sawmilla
during the present year as we did last
year. We have lost the Commonwealth
contract, but we are doing our best to
keep our men going. We are endeavour-
ing to get orders, and I think we shall
have our share with the others engaged
in the indugtry. With care and economy
we shall be able to pall throngh on the
right side this year, as we have done in
the past two years. We all hope to see
not only the State Sawmills, but every
other sawmill in Western) Australia,
prove a snccess, The Government have
no intention of attempiing to wipe out
any other mill in the State,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Your colleague
said so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
feel sure that immerdiately things retorn
to normal, this State’s timher industry
will have as muoch as it can possibly do
to turn out the quantiiv of sleerers re-
quired bv the railwavs of the world. The
State Sawmills have heen fairly suceess-
ful during the past vear, and my one
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bope is that next year we shall be able
to do even better.

6 o'clock aq.m.

Mr. WILLMOTY: I move—
v That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division ealled for.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would
Tike to eall your attention, Mr. Chair-
man, to the faet that the member for
Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) is not properly
¢lad, and should not be allowed in the
Chamber.

Mr. Willmoit: Aud he is not properly
awake either.

Mr, Thomas: A member of the Op-
position ran away with my coat.

The CHAIRMAN: There is a prece-
dent for an hon. member entering the
Chamber not properly clad. On one oc-
easion an ex-memhber for Greenough
appeared attired in his pyjamas. If that
hon. member was allowed to appear in
the Chamber in his pyjamas the member
for Bunbury can appear without his
coat. Is the leader of the Opposition
raising the point seriously?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, I am.
1 object to the manner in which the hon.
member is clad. It is unseemly.

" The CHATIRMAN: The hon. member
should not appear in the Chamber with-
out his’ éoat.

. Division resnlted as follows:—

Ayes .e . ..o 12
Noes .- 16
Majority against . 4
AYRA,
Mr. Allen Mr. Mlichell
Mr. Conpolly Mr. Robinson
© Mr. George Mr. Smith
Mr., Grifiths Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wllgon
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Gilebrist
(Teiler).
NoEes.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Chesson Mr. O0'Loghlen
Mr. Collier Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbe
Mr. Jas. Gardiper Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green Mr. Underwond
Mr. Hickmott Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. McDowall Mr. Bolton
(Teller).
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Motion thus negatived.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I regret that we
have had no balance sheet,

The Premier; You would not under-
stand it if you saw it.

Mr. WILLMOTT: That is an insult
and I ask for the protection of the
Chair. The Premier, of all members,
should set a better example. I regret
that the Minister for Works has not
been able to present a balance sheet to
us.
Mr. George: We never get them.
My, WILLMOTT: I understood the
Minister for Works fo say that there
had been a profit of £9,000. [ would like
to ask what has become of the loss in
connection with the powellising,. We
were told it was to be repaid to the
State. The Minister has said nothing
abont that. I very much doubt if it
ever was paid. The statement was made
in my presence that the State sawmills
would knock out the combine in 12
months.

The Premier:
conversation.

Mr. WILLMOTT: It was made in the
train and there were abount 40 people
standing on the platform ountside. Mil-
lars have been a great benefit to the
State and the Government should be
ashamed of themselves if they ever at-
tempt to knock them ont.

That was a private

The Premier: Did the Government
say it?

Mr. George: A responsible Minister
said it.

Mr, Green: Why make a speech out
of tittle tattled

Mr. WILLMOTT: There was a huge
waste of public money in the erection of
No. 1 mill. The wrong man was ap-
pointed.

The Premier: We found it out, too.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I pointed out what
was taking place there,

The Premier: To whom?

Mr. WILLMOTT: To the proper peo-
ple.

The Premier:
from you.

There was no protest
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Mr, WILLMOTT: That is absolutely
inaccurale, and I am inclined to think
the Premier knows it is inaccurate.

Mr, O’Loghlen: That you protested
against a waste of public money at No.
1 mill?

Mr. WILEMOTT: Yes.

Mr. O'Loghlen: To whom did you
nmake the protest? .

My, WILLMOTT: (o and find out.
It may upset some of the statements
made recently by the Minister. The po-
sition of the mill would he a joke if il
were not so serious. There are nothing
but upgrades for hauling loys.

Mr. A, A Wilson: Wha was the en-
gineer?

Mr, WILLMOTT: He is not there
now, and a good thing for the State.
He was removed. There is a grave dan-
ger of poisoning the water there
through the medium of the powellising
plant. XNot long ago we lost a number
of sheep down there. Whether they
were poisoned by the powellising mixture
I am not prepared to say. However,
there is a grave danger of the creeks
being so poisoned.

The Minister for Works:
cal Department say not.

Mr. WILLAMOTT: Perlaps the Gov-
ernment Analyst will sayv there is no
arsenic in the water. Regarding the
powellising. the leader of the Opposition
mentioned that we trucked piles from
Dwellingup, powellised them, and sent
them back again. I say thal piles as
good as those sent down were wantonly
destroved on the site of the mill. Re-
garding No. 2 mill and the railway,
which eost about £56,000, that railway
was dehited to the mill at £35,000. Con-
sidering that the State paid £536,000 for
it. the railway should be run by the Rail-
way Department and not by the Staie
sawmills.

The Premier: Tl is not a railway. only
a siding.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Seventeen miles is
pretty long for a siding, and £56,000 is
a pretty big price for a siding. Cer-
tainly the weather was shocking when it
was heing built, but had not the officers
squabbled among themselves, the Stale

The Medi-
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would have got the line a little cheaper.
This railway should be run by the Rail-
way Departiment, and the settlers along
the line should have the use of it. At
present they are only allowed to use the
line by courtesy of the mill manager.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Has he refused them?

Mr. WILLMOTT: The privilege has
been refused in the past. 1 hope the sys-
tem will be altered.

The Minister for Works:
fuse to take settlers’ goods?

Mr. WILLMOTT: On ceriain ocea-
sions, yes, I say at the same time the
railway should bave carried those sleep-
ers that were lying alongside the road.
The sleepers had to be carted eight miles
inlo Jarnadup. It is unfair to those set-
tlers, The Mimster says lie has 50.000
loads of timber stacked, at a value of
£118,000. I would like to know what
steps are being taken to preserve that
timber, Millar's are going to a good deal
of trouble in painting all their timber
likely to be stacked for some lime, paint-
ing not only the ends but all over the
outside of the stack. Unprotected sleep-
ers will be in a pretty bad condition
after a few months’ exposure. 1 agree
with the Minister that it is a very good
thing for the State at present that we
have a chance of getling fruit cases made -
there. because we have no whitewood
cases available. But why was the price
raised? If it paid to sell those cases last
year al a certain price, when whitewood
cases were available, why was advantage
taken of ilie fact thai there are no white-
wood cases available this year fo raise
ihe price of the eases lo the froilgrower?
This was not right. We should do all we
can to induee our fruit growers to use
the lacal hardwoud cazes, in order to
save to the Staie the large sum of moncy
seni away every year for the purchase
of whitewood cases,

The Minisler for Works: But you
would net have us sell 1them at a loss?

Mr., WILLMOTT: Certainly not, but
if other companies ean afford to sell
them at a lower price, and they would
not sell them at a loss, the Government
could afford to sell them al the same
price. I zot a quote from the combine

Does he re-



2068

and n week afterwards I found that they
had raised their price. I held them to
their quote. I then got a quote from the
State sawmilis and found their price had
gone up too. It is strange to find the
State sawmills and the combine puiting
their heads together with a view to tak-
ing down the frnit growers to the tune
of 1s. or 2s. a dozen ecases,

Mr. A, A, Wilson: You must remem-
ber the nrice of chaff went up.

Mr, WILLMOTT: It had gone down
before the price of cases went np.

Mr, O’'Loghlen: Is the price too high
now?

Mr. WILLMOTT: Yes, if they have
to compete next year with' the whitewood
cases. I want to see this industry pro-
gress, but the Government are damning
it by raising the price at the very time
they had a chance to get the trade and
keep it.

The Minister for Works: Last year
we had a loss on fruit cases of £310.

Mr., WILLMOTT: T can quite under-
stand that, because the machine with
which they were heing made and the
shed where they were being cut were so
crnde that the manager admitted it was
a hopeless task to try and make it pay.
Consequently another thousand or so was
spent to bring the plant up to date, Tt
was most nnwise to raise the price be-
cause the Government had that market
at their feet,

The Minister for Works: What are
they charging now, 7s. a dozen?

Mr. WILLMOTT: We can buy white-
wood in ordinary times down to 0s. 8d.
and Gs, 3d. Why should we buy hard-
wood ?

The Premier: T will make you a wager
that you ean get hardwood cheaper than
softwoad,

Mr. WILLMOTT: In regard to this
vear, the Premier is right.

The Premier: Also there is a differ-
ence in railway freights,

Mr. WILLMOTT: The differance is
not great becanse once the fruit is in the
eascs they are carried at the same rate
irrespective of whether they are of hard-
wood or softwood. The man who uses

[ASSEMBLY.)

softwood cases has to pay for more
weight than he despateches. The cases are
not the weight they are supposed to be,
and there is a flat rate for them. Some
time ago there was not a flat rate and the
man who used the softwood case had a
big advantage over the one who used the
loeal case.

The Premijer: You wanlk us to reduce
ihe price of the hardwood case.

My, WILLMOTT: Tf it can be reduced
it will be a good thing for the State
sawmills,

The Premier: Why should not we
put up the price the same as private en-
terprise?

Mr. WILLMOTT: Private enterprise
did not put up the price until the State
sawmills had done so. Tt is becauvse soft-
wood cases are nok obtainable that the
price has heen put up.

The Premier: Softwoods are oblain-
able.

Mr, WILLMOTT: I have been trying
for four months to get them and have
been unsuccessful.

The Premier: You ought to be patri-
otie cnough {o use the hardwoods,

Mr., WILLMOTT: T do wherever pos-
sibig, but 1 have found there are certain
fruits for which bardwood eases are not
suilable unless one goes to lhe lronble of
lining tliem. One cannot be expecled to
Ppatvonise the loeal case if Le is likely to
suffer the lots of hundreds of pounds
tirongh diseolouration of the fruit in
consequence of an exndalion of the sap.
T {rust the Minister will zive this matter
eareful conzideration, and  will capture
this {rade while he has a chance. so {hat
the Jreople will beemne aceustomed  to
using the hardwgod enses,

The Minister Tor Works: The hardwood
is helter for (he fruit.

Mr. WILLMOTT: It is, if well made
and sold at a reasonable price, bul where
the hardwood cases have to he carted a
considerable distanee from lLhe sidings, the
exlra weight has to be taken into con-
sideration. Thal is where the softwood
cases come in. l.ast vear some of the
hardwood cases had to be pulled to pieces
and renailed after {hey had been packed.
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The cases T have seen this vear are of
infinitely better quality.

Mr. George: Arve they using karri or
jarrah}

AMr, WILLMOTT: Karri, and there is
every hope that if they are properly cut,
steamed and planed. and put np as they
have been recently, but at a cheaper
price, they will come into zeneral use and
will be distinetive packages for the fruit
produced in this State, But the people
who use these eases shonlit be able to fat
guod ones al a reasonable price,

Mr. GEORGE: When the Minister wos
speaking nhout the sawmills he said there
was slork worth abont £118,000 and that
the price varied from £1 to £3 5s. per
load. 1If the prices of the stocks in hand
are as siated by ihe Minister rhey eannot
e cutting any very good  bush  down
there, or the costs are very heavy indeed.
T would like to know what timber it is.

The 1*remier: (‘ertain timbers have in-
creased in value this seasen as a result of
stacking,

Mr. GEORGE : Floor boards sheull in-
crease i value, hot shonld nol cost £3
Hs. a luad or anxvibing like that. What-
ever the fimber is it is of «ufficient value
to eause one considerable alarm unltess it
is very cavelullv looked affer. 1F the
timber is nol closely slacked so as to
keep Ihe air oul, and the ends painfed nr
fixed up with whitewash. when it moes up
to be sold there will he a tremendous loss
in conneetion with it.

Mr. A. A Wilson; Ig i karri ur jarral
vou are speaking of?

Mr. GEORGE: [ am speaking of hoth.
If the seanllings are not  packed up
closely they will beeome like corkserews,
anill on this bulk of timber there may
easily be a loss of £10,600. The XMinister

shonld  deal with this mutter straight
away,
Mr. A. A, Wilsan: T understand they
arc giving aftention (o this matter
already.

Mr. GEORGE : With regard to the few
thousand pounds profit whieh has been
made, T do not think the House can con-
sider on the expenditure on these sawmills
that it is anythine like the amount which
should be realised. Tf the sawmills are
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going to produce a profit of £2,000 on an
outlay on a quarier of a million, then I
gay the zame is not worth the candle.
The Government are not in the timber
irade on the sume lines as they are in
the meal trade or the implement works
industry.  They are there to develop the
timber resourees and make a prolit at the
same time. [f not. they have no business
in the industry at all.

The Minister for Works: We lave done
well this year to make a profit ul all.

Mr. GEORGE: The profit they have
made is belter than a loss, eertainly, bui
it is not such as we have a right io expect
or should receive in the future,

Mr, Al A Wilson: The mills rave been
the means of emploving a number of
men.

Mr. GEORGE: 1f the men had not
been emploved there they would have
been employed elsewhere, if there were
any gorders for timber about. The busi-
ness of the Government is to carry on
these mills suecessfnlly and not on pur-
I'ose o provide employment,

Mro Ao A, Wilson: They ave making a
profil at the same Line.

Mr. GEORGE: 1t would have heen
betier for the Ciovvernment to have pro-
videdl these people wilh rations bul not
by way of charity. 1 would remind hon.
members that for n period of nine months
the Jarrahdale Timber Company ahse-
lntely ke their havds and provided for
the whole of the men within their eutting
areas, Of course, the men repaid what
was spent on them in the course of time,
1F it i= a question of chariiy sueh as we
Itad in Perth, the feeding and bedding of
men, [ should prefer to do what the Jar-
rahdale Sawmills did and provide the
men wilh rations, | advise the Minister
to have a keen eve kept on ihe stock.
Sueh a valuable stock as is at present
there could easilv deteriorate, if it re-
ceive= only a little atfention. o the ex-
tent of €£10.000.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: What is lhis
paliry yrofit whieh has been spoken of,
after ali? The money of the State enuld
be put to very much more profitable use
than in the establishment of these con-
cerns which are instramental in ihe peo-
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ple of the State being denied iransport
Facilities, harbour facililies, and the Jike.

The Mmister for Works: You protest
about things ou which there is a loss, and
also about things on whieh there is a pro-
fit.

Hon. J. MITCEELL: This profit is
only the scantlings. The Minisier values
the timber ai from £1 to £3 3s. a load.
It may not renlise unything like {that.
Karri scantlings deteriorate very rapidly.
When there 15 a demand for seantlings
there will be a large amount of stuek
placed on the market from ihe various
mills, and the Minister will have to sell
at very mueh lower prices than he anti-
eipates. 1 do not think the Minister will
obtain £1 per load for seme of the karri
scaniling.  One thing leads to another.
The timber hewers were involved in
trouble because of the State mills. The
timber hewers cut slespers for the State
Saw Mills, with the result that less is
paid for sleepers and fewer of them are
cut. The Governmenl have been warned
by the member for Nelson and others
who krow the subjeet that unless sieps
are taken 1o protect the sleepers there
will be a heavy loss in the coming sum-
mer. The serious (bing about the hew-
ing question is that the Government de-
cided thal sleepers for private companies
should not be lewn on Crown lands, The
Premier said that the cutting of 500,000
sleepers would deplete our jurrvah foresis.

The Premier: T never said anything
ol the kind,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: YWhen the Fed-
eral Government asked tor 500,000 jarrah
sleepers, ihe rewicr made that state-
ment, ! oknow that a great deai of tim-
ber on Crown lands is already matured
and that it ouglhi to he marketwl. and
thal unless it is marketed a great deal of
it will be wasted and a greatr many men
in the West will be out of employment.
I know it is nol the fault of (he Govern-
ment that timber eannot be shipped to-
day. If, however, the Government had
nol interfered in the past, better priees
have heen ¢btainable in South
Africa.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Better prices have
been obtained in South Afriea.

[ASSEMBLY.]

tron. J. MITCHELL: Neo. Next, I
want to know what has been paid to the
powellising company, and the number of
super feet powellised. [ desire to be in-
tormed whetlier suflicient timber has vver
been powellised in any one year (o ab-
sorb the guaranteed amount of £3,230
payable annually. Indeed, all this in-
formation should appear oun (he BEsti-
males.  Rowalty paid should be shown
separalely, not Inmped, as apparently it
is, with general expenses.  The matler
has been well hidden o date, hut 1 want
the information. Above all, do not let us
deceive ourselves with the notion that we
have made a profit out of timber before
we hold the actnal cash.  Not all the
timber in stock will be converted into
cash. Tf I were a betting man, I would
wager the Minister that we shall make a
considerable loss on the sawmills this
year, and not a profit.

Mr. ROBINSON: I wish to protfest
against the action of the Government,
assisted by the vote of the member for
Irwin—becanse without his vote al mid-
night the Government:

The Minister for Works: T rise to a
peint of order. Ts the hon. member in
order in discussing the member for Irwin
on this vote?

The CHAIRMAY :
is not in order.

Mr. ROBINSON: I referred to that
mafter because I, in common with other
members, desive some information -con-
cerning the State Sawmills.

The hon. member

The Ainister for Works: The informa-
lion has heen given sinee wvon left the
Chamber,

My, ROBINSOXN: Then T prolest
against Y inisters supplving informafion
in the small hours of the morning, or at
other inconsiderate time. T accuse the
(Government of hludgeoning through these
Fsiimales in deliance of the ordinary
rights of members. Tt is writ large in
the newspapers to-day, and will be writ
large in the newspapers to-morrow.

The Alinister for Mines: Is the hon,
member to he permitted to rant in this
fashion?
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Mr, George: I object to the word
“rant.”

The CHATRMAN: The member for
Murray-Wellington has no right to ob-
ject to a word which was not applied to
him. The member for Canning is not in
order,

Mr. ROBINSON: What does tempor-

ary clerical assistance in this voie mean?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: All
ihe clerical assistants, with the exception
of lwo men who are engaged in the saw-
mill (rade, are iemporary officers, and
they have to be paild from this vote.
When the trade falls off we get vid of
the clerks, and when there is-an expan-
sion we put them on again.

Mr. ROBINSON: That explanation is
satisfactory as far as it goes, in that it
shows that the staff moves with the trade.
The bulk of the expenditure is in connec-
tion with fhe overseas agencies and the
purchase of live stock, What is the ex-
penditure in connection with the overseas
agencies? 1 understood that the work of
selling was practically suspended, owing
‘to the absence of freights, and that we
were unable to send our timbers to other
countries.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: T want some
information from the Minister in regard
to this division. What amount is pro-
vided here for the powellising agree-
ment ? Unfortunately, the country is
saddled with a very expensive agreemeut
and probably a worthless one. I take it
the payment is made out of this vote. I
find from the answers supplied by the
Minister formerly that we have heen pay-
ing what is equal to £8,000 a year; at any
rate £16,000 has been paid in conneclion
with the powellising agreement in two
vears, The minimum amount to be paid
is £4.000 a year, whether the timbers are
powellised or not. Are these pavments
likely to continue or is there enongh tim-
ber to be powellised to reach the mini-
mum of the pavments we must make? I
would draw the Minister's attention to
the opinion of the Federal At{orney Gen-
eral that ihis is no patent at all, in
other words, that we are not bound to
pay anything at all so far as the patent
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is concerned. The validity of it is doubt-
ful, and the process itseif is doubifnl.
That has been proved by the Common-
wealih (Government ordering jarrah sleep-
ers instead of powellised karri sleepers.
[ certainiy think it would not cost many
hundreds of pounds to test the validity
of that paient, in connection with which
the Federal Attorney General declares
that no rights are held. If we are com-
mitted to pay £4,000 for many years, it
would pay vs handsomely to spend, say,
£1,000 in contesting the validity of the
patent. The agreement was entered into
in good faith, and because of that, I am
not saying anything. With regard to the
£6,000 paid for the cancellation of the
contract for the carriage of powcllised
sleepers——

I

7 o’'clock am.

The Minister for Works: Thanks to

vour friend,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T see on re-
ference to Hamsard that I was nat
correct in attributing the econtract to
the State Steamship Serviee. The quo-
tations were received and the matter
was fixed up by the manager of the State
Sawmills, Mr. Humphries. I bave thag
on the word of the late Minister for
Works, 1 would like an explanation

_from the Minister in regard io the way

that contraet was fixed up. In the first
place it was fixed up by private deal-
ing. Afterwards it was found that it
was not wanted, and £6,000 was paid for
the cancellation. Notwithstanding this,
it is shown on the papers that the Under
Secretary for Works had treated this
tender of McArdle as a hoax, a dummy
tender. That was the opinion of the
Under Seeretary for Works.

The Minister for Works: No man in
your party would do that.

Hon. J. D. CONNOQLLY: It was the
Under Secretary who said this, What
happened when the quotations were re-
eeived was this: the tenders elosed on
the Friday, MecArdle tendered at 24s.
and by the Monday McArdle & Co. were
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changed into P. MecArdle, and his
guarantors were James Bell & Co., who
had quoted 24s. 9d. A discussion on the
snbject took place in the Legislative
Council on 10th December, 1913.

The Minister for Works:
£6,000 on these Estimates for that.

Hon. J. 1. CONNOLLY: T am asking
for an explanation as to how the Clov-
ernment came to be let in for this £6,000.
McArdle, T understand, was a elerk in
Lynn & Co.’s office. The other tender
was from James Bell & Co., so I pre-
sume the £6,000 was divided between
Bell & Co. and McArdle. But the strange
part of it is that the quetation put in
on the Friday was allowed to be put in
order on the Monday by the provision
of sureties,

Mr. George: Is this another case of
compensation?

Hon. J. D. CONNQOLLY: Yes. By the
Monday the name of the tenderer was
changed from MeArdle & Co. to P.
MecArdle, ’

The Minister for Works: On a point
of order, there is nothing in these Esti-
mates dealing with the maiter the hon.
member is discussing. Not a penny is
here provided for the paymeni of com-
pensation.

- Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: I am nol con-
tending that this £6,000 is on the Esti-
mates. I am eriticising the general man-
ager, through whom this tender was

fixed up and whose salary is here pro-

vided. I only ask from what fund this
£6,000 was paid?

The CHAIRMAN: In regard io the
point of order raised by the Minister,
the matter under diseussion i State
Sawmills. Tn that vote salaries, contin-
gencies, wages, working expenses, etc.,
are provided for. If the item now under
diseussion does not appear on the Esti-
mates the Minister’s view is correct haut,
at the same time, if the hon. member is
indulging in a general eriticism of the
administration of the depariment, such
eriticism would permit him to refer to
something whieh has occurred.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: That is ex-
actly the point. This is an instance of
the mismanagement of the deparlment.

There is no -

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Minister for Works: It was good
management.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It was
doubtful management. Instead of the
general manager of the department cal-
ling for tenders for 60,000 tons of ship-
ping, the Government received lenders
in this way. The inter-State slipping
companies quoted 26s. 94, Bell & Co.,
245, 9d. and someone else 24s. 3., then
the tenders were closed.

The Minister for Works:
were nof,

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: I am quoting
the words of the under secretary. The
tenders were closed on the Friday and
on the following Saturday or Monday
a tender by McArdle, quite an unknown
person in shipping eircles, was put in for
24s, withont any deposit and the other
tenderers, Bell & Co., become guarantors
for him.

Mr. George:
job.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The ten-
derer of 24s, 9d. was beaten by the ten-
derer of 24s. 3d. but the latter became
guarantor for the tenderer of 24s. and a
start was made to carry out the contract.
This contract was an unforiunate one
from the beginning and it was unfortu-
aate that the State had to pay Bell &
Co. and McArdle £6,000 io cancel it.

The Minister for Works: Your state-
ment is not correct, but T was not re-
sponsible for it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: This shows
the manner in which this department is
conducted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am surprised at the hon. member trying
to attach to an officer of the department
the responsibility for the contemptible
action he snggests. Mr. Viles came to
me about this matter on the Friday
night and not on the Monday as the
hon. member stated. Very rarely aro
public tenderz called for shipping, in
fact, to call for tenders is almost unknown.
The usual course of approaching the
shipping companies and obtaining a
quotation waa followed, and if our
contract with the Federal Government
had not been turned down by Joe Cook

No, they

It looks like a put up



[27 OcropEr, 1915.]

and his push, this State would have
been saved £6,000,

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must not refer to members of another
Australian Parliament in those terms.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Then
1 will say Mr. Joseph Cook and some of
his push not in Parliament. I have
not seen the papers for two years but,
speaking from memeory, when Viles
came to me, I believe we had a price of
26s. O0d. Bell & Co.,, put in a price
and Viles named a price & shade lower
for some other person. Then the man
whom the member for Perth wants to
get at, a member of another place whose
name he has mentioned only once and
then in such a way

Mr. George : Who is that ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr.
Lynn,

Mr. George: What did he do ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He

did nothing wrong, but the hon. member
inginuated that he put in a dummy
tender.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: T said the
under secretary stated it was a dummy.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Me-
Ardle put in a tender on the Friday of
3d. & load less than Viles and probably
Viles was of opinion that McArdle wag
working for Lynn, and that Lynn,
being & member of Parliament, eould not
accept the contract.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : TIs not it a fact
that that tender was not put in’ till
Monday 1

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
it was put in on the Friday.

Hon. J. Mitchell : Was there a deposit
with it ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : It might have
been dated with Friday’s date, but it
was received on the Monday.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Viles
cameé to me on the Friday night. The
then Minister for Works had left Perth
and was not returning until the Monday.
Viles came to see me hecause I repre-
sented the district in which he resided.

Mr. George: A man tendering for
work should not have approached you.

No,
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was a8 quote without any deposif, and
he was attempting to get at Lynn be-
cause he was a member of Parliament.
The speech quoted by the member for
Perth was indirectly intended to be
againat the Government for the purpose
of getting at Lynn. It was openly stated
in Fremantle by some persons that they
would get Bob Lynn out of Parliament
over the matter.

Mr. Creorge:
into it ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Me-
Ardle had an office in the same building
and it was thought that McArdle was
putting in a dummy quote for Lynn.

Mr. George: I understood McArdle
was a clerk for Lynn.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It
was thought that Lynn and Bell had put
in the lowest quote in the name of
McArdle. I de¢ not know whether that
was 50, but the member ior Perth has
not had the courage to say that the
action of Mr, Lynn was unworthy
of a member of Parliament. Though
Mr. Lynn and I are opposed in politics,
I am eatisfied if this sleeper contract
had been carried out, Mr. Lyna's action
would have saved the State over £6,000.

Mr, George: What did Lynn have
to do with it ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : After
McArdle took the contract he had to
put up & deposit and then Bell & Co.
and Lynn came to the Works depart-
ment about it and stood as backers for
McArdle and made arrangements @o
carry out the contract. They went in
for chartering ships for this purpose.
When the Federal Government—the
Government which was always unfair
to Western Australia, particularly the
late Government—ecancelled that con-
tract, they had previously made arrange-
ments for shipping. They did so too
with the shipping combine. In addition
to that they were asked by the State
Government if they would take over
the shipping and they declined. We
entered into that contract in all good
faith, believing that we had honest
men to deal with in the Federal Par-

How did Lynn c¢ome
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liament. We found, however, that we
were mistaken,

Hon. J. D. Connolly : What do they
want & shipping contract for when the
other contract is cancelled ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They
made arrangements for the shipping
before they cancelled our econtract.
When it was found that the sleepers
were cancelled, Messrs. Bell & Co., who
had made arrangements for the shipping,
claimed against the Government for
£10,000 and eventually the State offered
£6,000. Unfortunately, that is the year
in which the £6,000 had to come out of
the profits on the Sawmills. It is not
on the Estimates. It was paid last
year. These are the Estimates for this
year. Under the balance sheef, which
will be presented in a day or two, this
£6,000 would be shown. If it had not
been for the dastardly action of the
Government, instead of the State Saw-
mills showing only the profit which has
been shown, they would have shown an
extra profit of £6,000. Two years have
gone by singe this oceurred and I never
anticipated that a discussion on the
question would have been brought up
on these Estimates. If Mr, Viles, who was
next to the lowest tenderer, had not
interviewed me as member for the dis-
trict for the purpose of seeing that fair
play had been done, I could not have
answered the question which has been
raised at all. I believe that the action
taken by the department at the time
wag in the best interests of the State.
If the action proposed by the Hon. R, J.
Lynn had been carried into effect it
would have meant a saving to the State
of £6,000. I regret the action taken in
another place against 8 man who is
trying to do his best for Western Aus-
tralia.

Vote put ancd passed.

Mr. GEORGE: I move—

That progress be reporied.

Motion put and a division taken with

the following result :—
Ayes
Noes

l el &5

Majority against

[ASSEMBLY ]

AYRS.
Mr. Allen Mr. Rpbioson
Mr. Connolly Mr. Smith
Mr. George Mr. Wilimolt
Mr. Griffiths Mr. . Wilson
Mr. Hardwlick Mr., Gilchrist
Mr. Lefroy (Telier).
Mr. Mitehell
Nozs.
Mr. Angwin < Mr. O'loghlen
fr. Chesson ! Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Foley [ Mr. Taylor
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr, Thomes
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Harrison Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Bollon
Mr. McDowall (Teller).
Mr. Mullany ;

Motion thus negatived.

- .

[Mr. McDowall resumed the Chair.]

Department of Water Supply, Sewer-

age, and Drainage {(Hon. P. Collier,
Minister).

Vote—Working and  Mainienance,
£239,247 ;

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I should like
to know from the Minister if he is deing
anything in the agriculiural distriets in
relation to the conservation of water.
I belicve that the whole of the water
Supply Depertment is centred in one
office and under one under secretary.
Some years age we spent a tonsiderabls
sum of money in the agricultural dis-
tricts, but this was necessary to enable
the farmers to carry on their operations.
The Minister has made a boast that his
Government spent more money on this
matter than we did. The late Minister
for Works spent & tremendous amount
of money, but got very little result from
it because he spent the money in boring.
Later on the work was handed over to Mr.
Trethowan, the under secretary. I notice
there is an engineer for the agricultural
areas. Is his time devoted altogether
to the question of water conservation t

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Absolutely.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think the
Honorary Minister must be joking, be-
cause no money is being spent in that
direction just now. There is, I observe,
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an invrease of £16,000 estimuled v lust
yoar's expenditure. TUntil lately, water
supply was merely an adjunct to the
Works Department. Now there are
numbers of accountants, clerks, inspec-
tors, men in the field—these of course
are needed— and a huge staff of draits.
men in the Water Supply Departmant.
Does the work justify all this? The
department’s revenue, of course, is fairly
considerable ; but, generally speaking.
it is easy to collect. The user has to
pay. or his water is cut off. Altogether,
the expenditure scems out of proportion
to the work done. Water conservation
is cortainly one of our first duties, and
it should be spread as widely as possible.
The department ought to operate on the
goldfields, puatting down dams during
the winter. 1 do not know whether
such work was done last winter, but, if it
was not, the Minister ought to be cen-
sured, because he lost the opportunity
of a heavy winter. The work of the de-
partment should extend to both goldfields
and pastoral areas. Drainage is very
necessary in the South-West. Until 1911
we were actively engaged in snagging
rivers, cutting channels, and generally
carrying out in the South-West a system
of drainage which would have prepared
the way for irrigation and intense culti-
vation. I know that work has beon
stopped to a considerable extent. Does
the Minister propose to do anything
Jin that direction ? The drainage work
which has been done lately is too costly.
and the man getting the advantage of
it has te pay more than he ought to
pay. The Hervey irrigation scheme is
going to cost a congiderable amount
of money. Tt is required, but I fear it
will be found to cost a good deal more
than it is worth.

The Minister for Mines:
have we spent on it ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Over £70,000
for a small area.

The Minister for Mines:

How much

You are

guessing.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The figures
were mentioned here recently. Then

there is the Bunbury scheme, which hes
been in ihe air for a long time. Of course,
& good deal of land was bought by the

Guvernnenl  from  the Venn estate ;
and I think the Covernment should
proceed with the Bunbury scheme as
soon as funds permit. Surveys have
hean made, and the preliminary work
has been done; so that thore should
not be much more delay. The South-
West should produce all the fruit and
vegelables and milk and butter this
country ean consume. 1 do not think
Western Australia lends itself to large
schemes at  present. The Bunbury
acheme, of course, has the advantage of
& town water supply as well as irrigation
to help to pay the cost. [ trust the
Minister will Jat us know what is being
done in regard to agricultural water
supply, because that is a matter of im-
portance. Will the Minister consider
the advisability of providing water at
a cheap rate where the cost of supplying
it from the maing is small ?

Hon,. FRANK WILSOXN : This is
one of the results of the activity of
the late Minister for Works now the
Minister for Lands. He immediately
rushed in as he usually does and central-
ised everything. I am much afraid he
has made a mess of things. The result
of the amalgamation of the water supplies
of the State is not likely to woerk to the
advantage of the different interests.
Even if we take inio consideration the
goldbields scheme which was inaugurated
80 many years ago when the population
of this State was only a little over half
what it is to-day, one must admit that
that scheme owing to this amalgamation
is costing the State more to run than it
did four or five years ago. We had,
by the judicious readjustment of the
charges, and by the exercise of strict
economy, recduce the hig loss to the
State which the general taxpayer had
to bear for many years, and which
amounted to £80,000 per annum
about £25,000, and we hoped by further
economy to get that loss atill further
reduced until the undertaking was prac-
tically paying its way. The people
of the State have been long suffering
indeed in connection with this scheme.
They had a big heart when the scheme
was first initiated and I have never
ceased to express my admiration of the



2074

bravery of the then Government under
Sir John Forrest which inaugurated the
scheme. The people tock up the burden
realising the enormous loss that the
State generally would have to bear.
But they willingly took up the burden
in order that the gold mining industry
might have a chance. Ever since the
amalgamation effected by the present
Minister for Lands one cannot help
noticing that the costs ar¢ again gradually
inereasing until they will rapidly get back
to their former huge dimensions. One
cannot help viewing this result with
some concern and inquiring, as to
whether the steps that were taken have
resulted in any benefit to the people
generally. From a financial standpoint,
and alse from thai of departmenta] ad-
minisiration, 1 am not satisfied with the
result of this huge department. ©On a
previous vecasion 1 pointed out how the
costs were going up, and how the Metro-
politan Water Supply was the only
hraneh of the department to show a
profit this year. Last year it showed a
small deficiency, and I then pointed out
the injustice of asking the people gener-
allv to bear any proportion of the loss
which the cilizens of the melropolitan
area shonld themselves carry. This year
the Metropolitan Water Supply Depart-
menl shows a profit of £15,300, which in
other words represents a special taxa-
tion on the citizens of the metropolitan
area, and will go towards deereasing the
deficit on the year’s operations. That is
not vight. When I pointed out this
position two or (hree years ago, the
Premier said ihat, although at present
it was on the Hstimates, he would take
care that any deficiency was made good
by those who cught fo pay; hut it has
not been done. Whatever the result,
whether a loss or a profit, the general
revenue of lhe Siale i3 receiving the
advaniage or bearing the loss. TIf this
is the result of the amalgamation of the
departments, it is not a proper adjust-
ment, and it ought to be remedied. I
am forced to the conclusion that the un-
seemly dispuies in evidence in the control
of this department, more especially with-
in the last 12 months, and the friction
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which obvipusly exists, are calculated to
increase the losses made by the depart-

ment. ‘The suspension of one of the
responsible engineers by the Under Sec-
retary, the appeal of that gentleman,
and bLis reinsiatement, all over some
trivinl matter in dispute hetween them,
must  convinge hon. members that the
olficers of the department are not work-
ing in that harmony which should obtain.
There is a considerable loss ontlined on
the Estimates on water supplies other
than the goldfields and metropolitan
waler suplies, a loss of something like
£18,000, and a loss of £52,000 on the
goldfields scheme: and in confradisiine-
tion, there is a profit of '£15,000 on the
metropolitan scheme. So ihe ountlook is
not too bright. The Estimates do not
appear to carry convietion thal the de-
partment has heen worked economieally.
The figures show thal it is proposed at
this time to increase the expenditure by
£16,546. We would look naturally for
a deecrease in the expenditure. I cannot
see any warrant for an increased expen-
diture. It seems to me that in view of
the slackening off of expenditnre on eapi-
1al aceount, with the decrease in the worls
of eonneeting the houses to our sewerage
system of Perth and Fremantle, the
rigid  economy announced by the
Premier in his Budget Speech should
have had some expression in these Es-
{imates. There 1s a proporticnate re- .
duction chargeable to loan, That one
ttem last year amounted to £23,649,
representing the administrative charges
which were legitimately charged up
against loan funds. This year that
£23,649 has to he reduced by £10,944,
or a total reduction in that portion of
£11,012. That is not ratisfactory. Tt
is & proof of my contention that we are
going to expend not more than half the
loan moneys this department expended
last year and we are increasing the total
vote by £16,000, so that there is ex-
travagant expenditure somewhere. The
total eatimate should have been redueed
by this amount to correspond with the
lessening amount of work to he done.
We surely do not need the same staff
to control an expenditure of half the
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amount of loan money as was engaged
during the last 12 months. I would
like the Minister to indicate where my
contention is wrong. It must be obvious
to the most ecasual observer that when
we have to decrease the capital ex-
penditure we have no right to increase
the vote by £16,546. Ever since the
departinents were amalgameted therc
has been increased expenditure, in-
creagsed cost in administration and in-
creased cost in the work done for the
citizens in conneection with sewerage
equipment which they are by law forced
to carry out. The department give no
option. A notice is served and, if people
do not immedintely sct to work and
have the connections made, officers
walk into the houses and make such
connections as they deem necessary
and charge up the cost without any
check and without even submitting any
details to account for the total ex.
penditure. Every hon. member must
agree that the charges made by the
department for connecting different pro-
perties in the metropolitan aren with
the sewerage system have been scandal-
ous in the extreme, and I say that
advisedly because I myself have suffered.
T had men in my house when I lived in
Perth for 3} months getting the premises
connected with the sewerage system,
and L know I paid £218 for a job thut
ought to have been done ensily for
£130 at the very outside.

8 o'clock, a.m.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Why not have
had it done by & private firm ?

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN : Because I
took the word of the department that
the job could be done for the figure.
I asked for an approximate idea of the
cost and was teld about £100. I stip-
ulated certain extra work which T was
told would cost another £20 odd. but
what was my surprise when, owing to
the day labour tactics and the ca’ canny
stroke of the men employed on the
wark, T had to pay £218. They were
as long on ihe job as it would have taken
to build the whole property.
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): \Why did not you do i&
yourself ?

Hon. FRANK WILSOX: Because I
had fuwith in the departraent until I
proved that the department was a
deception, but it was too late to do it
myself. The work had then been done
and I had to pay the bill.

AMr. Willmott: You depended on a
hroken reed.

Hon., FRANK WILSOXN : Certainly.
The department took 3} months to do a
job whieh should have heen done easily
in four weeks and for £100 less than
was charged. Members have received
numerous intimations froan people who
could ill-afford to meet the heavy charges
imposed, complaining that they had been
charged anything from 50 to 100 per cent.
more for the work than it should have
cost. I was innundated with complaints
from all and sundry. The member for
West Perth has also imentioned the
matter. Yet tho department are going
on in their own swoeet way without any
interferonce or control by the Minister.
There is no redress when they appeal
to the Minister and the vote is increasing,
instead of decreasing with the diminu-
tion of work. T appeal te the Minister
to take a leaf cut of the book of his
colleaguoe who has courageously set his.
face against the wicked waste going on
at the ILmplement Works, and has ex-
pressed his determinstion to do his ut-
most to straighten out the affairs of that
unfortunete industrial concern. I ap-
pesl to the Minister to put his foot on
this department and see that the friction
that exists is stamped out and see that
economy, which his chicf has been
preaching in this Chamber, is practised.
[t is idle for us to consider Estiinates of
this doscription when there is not the
glightest eovidence of an attempt at
economy and when it is proved by the
very fizures placed before us that, on the
contrary, increased administrative ex-
penditure is the order of the day, not-
withstamding that there must of necessity
be a considerable duvcrease in the capital
expenditure of the department. The
Government cannot watch these depart-
ments too closely. but T am afraid the
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usual happy-go-lucky style of allowing
officers to build up huge departmental
staffs, in order, to some extent, to glorify
their own existence, and make their
own positions secure, is proved in this
instance, to be the case. It will require
a strong Minister to undo the undoubted
evil which our present DMinister for
Lands has once more allowed to become
& menace to the administration of this
department. e isto blame : his malign
hand seems to be in every unwise under-
taking, but the Cahinet as a whole are
responsible for his asts. It is of no uso
Ministers sitting back and trying to get
out of their responsibilities ; they ap-
prove of his acts. So long as I am able
to stand in my place in this House L am
going to protest against what I consider
is a woeful wnste and asgainst the mal-
administration of this great Department
by the Minister who lately conirolled
it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1 con-
gratulate the leader of the Opposition on
the vigour with which he has attacked
the Estimates, and entirely agree that
they need vigourous criticism of this
gsort. One reason why I do not criticiss
this department to any great extent is
that T have the same feeling in regard
to the Minister now controlling it as
the leader of the Opposition has. I
kelieve that under the administration of
the Minister for Mines the departmont
will be better conducted than it was
formerly. With that hon. gentleman I
am prepared to take a risk.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : You are & pretty bad judge.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I trust not.
It is time the Department had better
treatment at the hands of its Ministers
than it had in the past,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : You ought to give a man
who is away a chance.

Hon. Frank Wilsen : The Government
had better bring him back and keep him
in his place.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I do protest
against the treatment of the metropolitan
area in the matter of sewerage and water
supply. This area has been hungry for
many years for an efficient hill supply of
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water. We have spent money on works
which could well have hecn allowed to
stand overinfavour of an improvement of
the water scheme for the metropolitan
area. A little time ago a deputation from
the Perth City Council, including metro-
politan members of Parlinment, waited
upon the Premier to request that the
water supply and sewerage of the metro-
politan department should he placed
under a hoard. We ¢laimed that the
presont system was tantamount to taxa-
tion without representgtion. In no
State of the Commonwealth, or indeed of
the British Empire, is the water supply
and sewerage department controlled
other than by an elected body. The
ratepayers have to find the money, the
interest and sinking fund, and to pay
all the charges, and are entitled to elect
representatives to the board. The FPre-
mier refused that modest request, at
all events so far as the water supply
question was concerned. le was not,
however, so definite in the matter of the
Sewerage Department. He made the
candid admission that the metropolitan
water and sewerage department was
showing a considerable profit. This
profit, as the leader of the Opposition
has ghown, is from £15,000 to £16,000
for this year. The Premior also ad-
mitted, s profit of £12,000 for the previous
year, over and above sinking fund. He
further stated, that this money was to be
spent on the upkeep of and assistznce
to other water supplies. Tt would be
just as unfair to do this as it would be
to use the rates collected within the
municipality of Perth upon the munici-
pality of Coolgardie. Either the rates
should be reduced for the services ren-
dered, or the accumulated profits should
be utilised in extending the present
metropolitan water supply system. I
ask the Minister to look into the matter
with a view to altering the existing
legislation to provide for the establish-
ment of such a board as I have mentioned,
&t least in connection with the sewerage.

Vote put and passed.

Hon. Frank Wilsen: The Ministor
was on his feet when you put the question,
Mr. Chairman.
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The CHATRMAN : The vote has been
put and passed. By the permission of
the Committee, the Minister may make
an explanation.

Leave given.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
rather unusual for a Minister to inter-
vene in this manner after the passing
of the Estimates.

Hon. Frank Wilson : No, it is not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : In the
circumstances it is, seeing that the
Estimates have been passed by the
Committee. I do not know that it
would servo any useful purpose if I were
to proceed over the ground covered by
soveral speakers, but I wish to remark
that the leader of the Opposition has,
in my opinion, failed to make himself as
well informed with regard to this depart-
ment as he usually is when he rises to
comment upon a department on the
Estimates.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will you point
out where I failed ? .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
think I shall be able to give one or two
instances, and if 1 can show that the hon.
member was wrong in one case I shall
consider myself entitled to ask the Com-
mittee to accept my statemnent that he
was wrong in others as well. First of
all, I wish to assure the leader of the
Opposition that no friction or unseemly
disputes obtain in this department.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That was the
case, though.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
department is a very large one, em-
ploying & numerous staff of officers
and workmen, covering the whole of
the Btate as it does; and the fact
that there was a difference of opinion
between two officers on a purely official
and departmental mastter, relative to
the interpretation of their respective
duties, does not warrant the assumption
that there is general friction or that
unseemly disputes occur.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We know it
to be the case. The chief engineer was
suspended by the under secretary.

The MINXISTER FOR MINES: That
is 20, but the existence of friction between
two officers does not warrant the asser-
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tion that there is widespread friction or
dispute in the department.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who ever
heard oi the suspension of an officer
without reference to the Minister

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not
without reference to the Minister at
all. The Minister was acquainted with
all that took place in the matter.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The officer
was first suspended, sand then the
gsuspension was reported to the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member declared that the Gold-
fields Water Supply has been showing
an increasing loss of recent years, and
that the cost of working is higher now
than it was a few years ago.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, since
you got it.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

leader of the Opposition further in-
timated that it had been the desire
of his Government—and he said the
purpose would have been accornplished
—to reduce, with a view to ultimately
extinguishing, the loss incurred on the
scheme. The hon. member is rather
unfortunate in his endeavour to show
that there has been extravagance in this
branch of the department. If we take the
first four years of the hon. member's
Government, 1905-6 to 1908-9, we find
that the total loss on the Goldfields
Water Supply was £334,579. Taking
the first four years of the present Gov-
ernment, 1911-12 to 1914-15, the loss
totalled £148,307.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Do you say that
is a fair comparison ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
Hon. Frank Wilson : No. What

are you giving us ? The price was
raised after that. We got the loss
down to £26,000, and you have got it
up to £53,000.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
losses during our first four years totalled
£148,000, as against £334,000 for the
first four years of the hon. member’s
Administration. For 19056-8 the hon.
member's loss was £79,000 ; for 1906-7
£83,000 ; for 1907-8 £80,000; and for
15089 £81,000.
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Hon. Frank Wilkon: Prices were
raised then.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
1909-10 the hon. member’s loss was
£42,000, and in 1910-11 £25,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Now you have
got ib.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
is to say, in only one year of the whole
six over which the hon. member's Ad.
ministration extended has the loss been
less than in any one of the last four
yenrs,

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was less in
two years, and the prices were increased
just then.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
years which I am now comparing were
prosperous years on the goldfelds—
mucl: more prosperous than recent years.

Hon. Frank Wilton: When were the
prices raised ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
could not say offhand.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
know.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : About
1907 or 1908.

Hon. Frank Wilson: In 1910. You
have had the same higher prices, and
your loss has gone up each year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNot
&t all. The hon, member knows it was
anticipated and foreseen that the loss
on the Goldfields Water Supply would
be an increasing one ; that is, of course,
unless we kept on year by year in.
creasing the price of water.

Hon. Frank Wikon: XNo.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
because the sole consumption of the
water—the consumption on the gold-
fields—was decreasing and is decreasing
year by year, and, in addition, the cost
of maintenance—

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do not your
figures prove my contention ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
have given the hon. member the figures.
Our loss for four years has been £148,000
as against the hon. member’s loss for
four years of £334,000. I think that
establishcs the whole case. T might
allow the whole of the hon. member’s
criticism to go by the board.

You ought to

" penditure according to
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Mr. Green :
ground,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is only one other item I need refer to,
and that is Metropolitan Water Supply.
The revenue has not benefited to the
extent stated by the leader of the
Opposition, £15,000.

Hon. Irank Wilson:
own figures.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
That is accrued revenue, or earned re-
venme, which is distinct from the revenue
collected. As a matter of fact, the
three years’ operation of this branch
ghows the metropolitan scheme to be
indebted to the Treasury to the extent
of £2,900, instead of the Treasury having
henefited from the scheme to the wimount
stated by the hon. member.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Ilast year
there was a net surplus of over £12,000.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A
surplus accrued.

Bon. Frank Wilson (in explanation):
I must put the Minister right. I dealt
with the estimated revenue and ex-
the figures ;
not with an actual deficit acerued ; and
I said so distinetly. The Minister’s
eatimate of what the current year will
praduce is a loss of £15,800.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
is so. Nevertheless I want to point
out to the leader of the Opposition that
the actual net result of the three years’
operations hag been that the metropolitan
scheme owes the Treasury £2,900, in-
stead of the Treasury benefiting to
the extent of the sum of money men-
tioned by the hon. member. gy . ~¥ ¥~

Hon. Frank Wilson: But! you are
purposely twisting the figures M@= R~

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
point has been made thattthe Con.
solidated Revenue is benefiting to the
extent indicated by the hon. member.§¥

Hon. IFrank Wilson : The Minister is
wilfully misrepresenting my statement—
I am sorry to have to say so. 1 did
not say that the JMetropolitan water
scheme had actually lost £15,800. I
said that the estimates, if the figures
were realised, would- show that loss.
1 also told the House that,last year

All the rest falls to the

Yes, on your
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there had been a loss of £2,000, but in
either case the principle is bad, whether
it ia & loss or a profit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ am
prepared to admit there is & good deal
in the contention of the hon. member
that the metropolitan scheme should be
self supporting, or if there ia a losy, the
general taxpayer should not he called
upon to make it up, or ii there is a profit
it should not go into revenue. I was
pointing out that the revenue had not
benefited from this undertaking ; on
the contrary the undertaking owes the
treasury £2,800 on the three years
operations.

Mr. Harrison rose to speak.

The CHATRMAXN: The vote has
already been agreed to; therefore
the hon. member cannot speak. The
Minister had the permission of the
Committee to make a statement.

Vote—Sale of Government Property
Sales Fund Receipts, Loan, £81,661 :

Hon. FRANIK WILSON : There is a
good deal to discuss under this vote.
The vote of the Works department has
been transferred holus bolus to thias
Property Trust Account. These are
items which from time immemorial have
been essentially chargeable to Consoli-
dated Revenue, and I need only remind
my [riends opposite that they have in
season and out of season attacked pre-
vious  administrations, and more
especially the last administration when
they dared to suggest that works of
this description should be provided for
from this Trust Account Vote. The
reason must be obvious. They re-
cognised that the bulk of the money was
the result of sales of property which had
originally been acquired by the ex-
penditure of loan money. The argument
was always forced home with extreme
bitterness by hon. members opposite
that we were spending loan moneys on
works which ought to have been carried
out from revenue. How have the mighty
fallen ! If it were not for this Property
Trust Account the whole of the public
works of the State would have to be
dispensed with and items like the
maintenance of the wharves at Fre-
mantle, which should be a charge againat
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the revenue of the jHarbour Trust are
now, forsooth, to be charged up to loan
moneys, in other words, Against the
realisation by sale of certain properties
which were originally constructed out
of loan.

The Premier: We are not spending
a8 much on the Fremantle harbour ag
wo are geiting from the sale of pro.
perties.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I am
pointing out the inconsistency of the
hon member opposite. What does it
matter whether we spend loan money
on maintenance work when we &re
spending loan money t¢ pay the wages
in connection with the administration
of the various departments ? Hon. mem.
bers’ principles have gone by the board.

The Minister for Works: We must
do a lot of things in these times.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Hon. mem-
bers allow their principles to go by the
board when the necessities arise such
a3 have risen owing to the reckless
administration of the affairs of the
State. I have nothing but condemnation
and pity for the individual who claims
he is sticking to his prineiples when he
is actually throwing them overboard
g0 that he might carry on his State
enterprises. It is a sacred principle
that loan money should be utilised for
public schools, roads and bridges. More
especially should it not be utilised for
maintenance and repairs of public works.
Another departure irom the principle:
Under roads and bridges we have here
an item of expenditure set down boeause
we have no mongy to spend from the
Public Works vote.

The Minister for Works:
amount ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: About
£6,000. A foot-note tells us that under
this heading the Minister may grant
money to local authorities under such
couditions as he may determmine. Hon.
members will remember the terrible
battle we had when I suggested this
course.

The Minister for Works: But you
wanted to deal with many thousands of
pounds.

What is the
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Hon, FRANK WILSON : I included
all the different roads the department
intended to do something with. I
limited the total and said the Minister
would decide itn his discretion how to
assist the different roads beards, and that
it would be based largely on the assistance
the bhoards were prepared to provide
themselves. I was attacked for a day
and & night on this subject, and out of
courtesy [ withdrew the Estimates and
had them reprinted. The principle those
membuers fought for tooth and nail on
that occasion is here abandoned. Now
they are spending loan money on roads
and bridges, and the Minister is going to
dole money out to loeal authorities under
such c¢onditions as he may determine.
Mark the difference in the attitude of our
friends in power as against the attitude
they took wup while in Opposition.
A little lower down we have the item,
Maintenance, Fremantle Quays,
strengthening and renewals, replacing
the piles attacked by the teredo. Now
the expenditure is transferred to loan.
There is another item of £4,000 tfo
strengthen the jetty away down at
Flinders Bay.

The Minister for Works :
in your district ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, and
if it were I would say what is the use
of spending the money there when you
refused to construct the railway promised
by the Government ever since they have
been in office.

The Minister for Works:
favour of that railway myself.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : It would be
the best lino the Government could
spend a few thousands on; yet they
propose to spend £4,000 in strengthening
& jetty which will he of no use when
the line is builte. I ask the Minister to
reconsider his attitude on this question,
and to put the railway connections
through and scttle the land, after which
he can put the jetty in order.

The Minister for Works: If it is not
put in order now it will be lost enlto-
rether.

Hon, FRANK WILSOXN: Let me
corcliude, at the suzgestion of my friend,
by peinting ont that under this Property

Is not that

I am in
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Trust Account we have salso considerable
expenditure in connestion with water
supply, sewernge. and drainage. It is
obvious that the money here is only
intended to be loaned out on works.

The CHAIRMAN: That is another
vote,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
desire to say but a very few words. At
present we sre not living under normal
conditions. When the financial position
and the sbnormal conditions are taken
into consideration 1 think it will be ad-
mitted wo have done woll in trying to
carry out all thess works under (lovern-
ment Property Trust Account.

Voto put and passed.

Vote—=Sale of Govermment Property
—IMrust Account, £55,200:
Hon.,. FRANK WILSOXN: Will the

Minister inform us of the total amount
expended, the total amount repoid, and
the balance outstanding oun work in
connection with the water supply,
gsewerage, and drainage ?

The PREMIER : This vote is really
& revote of the amount which it is
estimated will be refunded from ad-
vances previously mede under the terms
of the Metropolitan Water Supply,
Bewerage, and Drainage Act, for house
connections, and the information asked
for by the leader of the Opposition
should be available on the Loan Esti-
matbes.

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of Re-
venue and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions as passed in Committee
of Supply, granting supplies amounting
to £3,889,736 from Consolidated Revenue
and a further sum of £144,218 from the
Sale of Government Property Trust
Account, were formally reported. N

On motion by the PREMIER, roport
from Committee of Supply edopted.

Committee of Ways and Meuns,
The House having resolved inlto Com-
mittee of Weys and Means,
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan)
Brown Hill- Ivanhoe) {8-52]: 1 move—
That towards making good the sup >

granted to His Majesty o sum o
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excecding £3,889,736 be granied out of
the Congolidated Revenue Fund of
Western Australia, and e further sum
not cxcceding £144,218 from the Suale
of Governmeni Property Trust Account,
Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

BILLS (2) RETURXNED FROM
THE COUXNCIL.
1, General Loan and Inscribed’ Stock
Act Amendment (Without amendment).
2, Verinin Boards Ac¢t Amendment

(With amendments.)

House adjourned ¢t 8- 556 a.m. (Thursday).

Legislative Council.
Thursday, 28th October, 1915.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 p.m.. and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Midland
Junction ahattoirs and sale yards, andited
aceounls to 30th June. 1915. 2, Reeula-
tion under the Coal Mines Regulation
Aet.
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CHARTER OF 8.8, “WESTERXN
AUSTRALIA”

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew——Central} [(3.53]: I bave to
intorm members that the State steamship
“Western Australia” has been chartered
by the British Government al a fee of
£18,000 a year, the Brilish Government
taking all risks and bearing all expenses.
The ship is to he used for the purpose
of & hospital during 1he duration of the
war.

BILL—ITEALTI ACT AMENDMENT,

Third Kending.

The COLOXTAL SECRFETARY {1lon.
J. AL Drew—{'entral) [3.3]: [ move— ~
That the Bill be now read a ithird
time.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Centraly [3.6]:
I dv not inlend to delay the Bill in its
passage throngh the third reading, but
desire to draw the attention of bon. mem-
bers to the fact thai one of the argu-
ments which I msed against the urgency
of the Bill, especiallv. was that there was
nothing to show in the official stalisiies
that the health of {his communily was
gelting worse, but that on the other hand
it was getting better. 1 quoted stalistics
showing lhat fthe disease with which this
Rill de:ﬂ is  praetically insignifieant,
campared With the population of ihe
State. and that it eerlainly was not in-
creasing. I backed up that statement by
saving that the geperal death rate of
Western Australin had fallen some 50
per cent. during the last 10 ar 11 years,
and that the infantile dealh rate had
fallen to half of what it was 10 years
awvo. The dehate has heer of a very
illaminating charaeter, but to my aston-
ishment, on the main arcument which I
need in  reference 1o svphilis, it was
siated by one of the chief members of
the House, the memher who by Lis posi-
lion is maest cualified to speak on the
snhject, that the statisties which I quoted
were perfectlv worthless. T must say that
wns & surprise to me. If. when we take
up the statistics of Australia in reference



